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LEADER'S _CONSULZATIVE OOMMITTEE
Minutes ¢f the 104th Meeting held at 5.00 p.m.
on Wednesdey, 3jlet March 1976, in the
Leader's Room at the Houze of Commons

Present: Mrs, Thatcher {in the Chair)

¥r. Whitelaw, Sir Eeith Joezph
Lord Carrington, Mr. Maudling (items 3,4,5,6)
Sir Geoffrey Hcwe, Mr. Prior
Mr, Pym, Mr, Jenkin
Hr. 5t. Jehn-Stevas, Mr. Heseltine
¥r, Raigony Mr. Maude
¥r. Buchanan=Smith, Mr. Edwards
- Mr, Heave,.lMrs. Oppenheim
. Wr.. Biffen, Lord Thorneycrofi

Mr. Atkins
In attendance: Mr. Butler, ¥r. Stanley
© .Mr. Patten,. Mr. Ridley
¥r. NWicholson
Apologies! Lord Hailsham, lr. Gilmour, Mr. Peyton

Proposed Businers for Sth ~ 14th April

On Monday, 5th April there would be a_Supply Day with
gubject to be decided. This would ba followed by & debate
on EEC Documents 3/311-3/73 and R/1150/75 on Lead Polluticn
(¥r, Sainsbury, Mr, Dykes).

On Tuesdey, Sth April Mz, Roger Stott would seek laave
to introduce his Social Security Amendment } Bill under the
16 Minute Rule, -The Chancellor of the Exchequer would
deliver his Budget Statement and thia would be followed by
the Budget Debete. (let Day) (Mys. Thatcher). At 7 D.m.

there would bg-ngoseq-?rivue Business, the British aailwa{:
T Clerke),

Bill (Mr, Fowler) followed by Prayers on Pensions (¥r. K.
On. Wednesdey, Tth April Mre, Joyce Butler would

introduce her Osteopsthe Bill under the 10 Minute Rule.

Thia would be followed by the Budget Deusate (2nd Day)

(Sir Geoffrey Howz) and by a Prayer on the Nedicines (Feea)

Regulations (Mrs. cmkeﬁ. )

On Thufsday, Bth April there would be the third day of
the Budget Debate. : . o

On Friday,:9th April there would be Private Menbera®*
Heotions. The Notions would be that of Mr. John Sionehouse
on the Condition of England and those of Mr. Tony Duraznt and
Mr. Frederick Willey.

On, Honday, . 12th April there would be the Condusicn ¢f the
Budget Debate. . This wowld. be followed by a Debate on EEC
Locuments E/451/76 and R/452/76 cn Proteins (Mr. Pym,
¥r. ScottHopkine).
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On Tuesday, 13th April there would be & Sug Day-
Debata on the 1lth Repoxt from the Expenditure ommittee,
Session 197475 on.The Children and Young Persons Act_ 1969
(HC 534) and-any -Speciel Reporte thereon wiuld taske place.

on Weanesday, 14,:';11"A ril theye would be the Easter
Ad journment Debatea and’ the House would ries for the Esster
Recens.

Matters Arising on Buginess - - '

Zhere, was & (!iatmssion of certein points and it was
agreed thats:

i) There would he o prov:amna,l three line whip Tor
the cleose of the Budget Debate on 12th April in case we wished
to vote a@:.nat any o‘f tha Budget resulutzcne.

- ii) We should theck whether the Govermment wes going
to accept our motiom onm the EEC Documents cn Proteins and whip
accordingly

Subject for the Supply Day
There was a diacussion and. it _was ggreed that =I

i)  We should @ebate the state of the fishing industry
and would vote on the adjournment.

1) Wa should point out that the fishing 1ndu§tr¥ wag
in such difficulties that a small short term camh {oamight
be necessary to enbura -future suppliea of fish and we sheuld
point out that the small eum which might be reguired could,

for exanple, by found by drofpibg the Dock Wark Regulation

Bill.

Pablicity ' B

Mrs. Thatcher reported that the Executive of the 1922

‘Comm:.ttee had mede certain suggestions with regard to improving

publicity for policy and other statements by members of the

Shadow Cabinet, Thare wes &, diseusainn and it was agreed
thats

i) Each Shadow Minister snould consider selecting &
particuler menber of his team or en officer of his backbench

. comnmittee who cauld be respuns:l.ble for 1:|.alson with the media.

ii} Por the benefit of ‘ahusebac:kbenchers wha did not

. ettend the various backbench commitiees, the HFP referred to

in the previoua peragraph Wight from time to time draw
ettention to imporitant speeches, tther pelicy etatements .or
general political initiatives made by his Shadow minister at

..the begimming of eack weekly meeting of the 1922 Committea,

pointing out, where relevant, thet copies of such statements
wers to be found in the Whipst Office. .

. iii) Members of the Shadow Cabinet and the mamber of

.thair tegm adpigred to:lieise with the media could with

sdvantags vieit the Preds Départment’ in Centyhl Office and
discuss publicity with the mtaff. thera.
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Yoreigm Affairs

Mr, Maudling reported on Britain's relations with her
EEC partners and drew attention te the problems caused by tha
fact that cur rate of inflation was still well above those of
the other membsers.

Future Business of the ILCC

It was agreed that:

i)  The Shadew Cebinet would begin consideration of
the reports from the various Poliey Groups afier Easter in
order to prepare s mid-term policy document in time for the
Party Conference. Thie might mean that the Shadow Cabinet
would heve t¢ meet on Mondays as well s Wednesdays.

i1} We should arrange a convenient time for a full
dey meeting furing the summer for discussion of poliecy reports.

The meeting clesed at 6.09 p.m.

C'onsarvetive Resesrch Department DIH/GSB
24 0ld Queen Street,; London BWL TedaT6
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