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REV IAN PAISLEY 


You wrote to Joe P i l l i n g on 12 June asking f o r advice on 

Rev I a n P a i s l e y ' s telegram to the Prime M i n i s t e r asking 

f o r an urgent meeting to d i s c u s s the fu t u r e s e c u r i t y of 

U l s t e r . 


My S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e takes the view t h a t i t i s n e i t h e r 

necessary nor d e s i r a b l e for the Prime M i n i s t e r to accede 

to t h i s request. Were she to do so, i  t could w e l l be 

d i f f i c u l t to r e f u s e a s i m i l a r f a c i l i t y to other Northern 

I r e l a n d Party Leaders. Mr Atkins does not f e e l t h a t 

Dr P a i s l e y ' s r e c e n t success i n the e l e c t i o n to the European 

Parliament j u s t i f i e s g i v i n g him s p e c i a l treatment. 


Dr P a i s l e y has a l r e a d y had one t a l k with my S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e , 

a t which he made a number of comments on the s e c u r i t y s i t u a t i o n ; 

but the Prime M i n i s t e r may l i k e to i n d i c a t e i n her r e p l y t h a t 

Mr Atkins w i l l of course soon be seeing h i n again and w i l l 

l i s t e n to any f u r t h e r points which Dr Paisley may wish to make. 


I am sending copies of t h i s l e t t e r to Paul Lever (FCO), Roger 

Facer (MOD) and Martin V i l e (Cabinet O f f i c e ) . 


M W HOPKINS 
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