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From the Private Secretary 11 May 1979 

Prim e M i n i s t e r ' s D i s c u s s i o n s w i t h C h a n c e l l o r S c h m i d t on 

10 May: F i s h e r i e s 


I have o m i t t e d from t h e r e c o r d w h i c h I am s e n d i n g you 

s e p a r a t e l y o f t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h C h a n c e l l o r 

Schmidt at No. 10 on 10 May, a t w h i c h t h e F o r e i g n and Commonwealth 

S e c r e t a r y and H e r r Genscher were p r e s e n t , a s h o r t exchange on t h e 

h a n d l i n g o f f i s h e r i e s p o l i c y o f w h i c h you s h o u l d be aware. 


C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt t o l d t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r t h a t he had a l w a y s 

t a k e n t h e v i e w t h a t f i s h e r i e s s h o u l d be d e a l t w i t h by F o r e i g n 

M i n i s t e r s , g i v e n t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w came i n t o 

t h e i s s u e ; M i n i s t e r s o f A g r i c u l t u r e , i n t h e C h a n c e l l o r ' s v i e w , 

were not p r o p e r l y q u a l i f i e d t o d e a l w i t h t h i s . L o r d C a r r i n g t o n 

t o l d C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt t h a t t h e new M i n i s t e r o f A g r i c u l t u r e , 

Mr. P e t e r W alker, was not o n l y e x t r e m e l y a b l e b u t was v e r y w e l l 

q u a l i f i e d f o r h i s j o b and had as one of h i s J u n i o r M i n i s t e r s 

Mr. A l i c k Buchanan-Smith who was not o n l y a f a r m e r b u t a l s o an 

e x p e r t on f i s h e r i e s . L o r d C a r r i n g t o n s a i d , n e v e r t h e l e s s , t h a t 

he would c e r t a i n l y not n e g l e c t t h e f i s h e r i e s p r o b l e m . 


I am s e n d i n g a copy o f t h i s l e t t e r t o M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t 

O f f i c e ) . 


G.G.H. Walden, E s q . , 

F o r e i g n and Commonwealth O f f i c e . 



