
CONFIDENTIAL 

FM C A N B E R R A 2 7 0 5 2 5 Z J U N 7 9 

TO I M M E D I A T E F C O 

T E L E G R A M NUMBER 3 5 6 OF 2 7 J U N E 1 9 7 9 

AND TO I M M E D I A T E T O K Y O 

M I P T AMD F C O T E L NO 2 4 2 

V I S I T B Y T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R : P R O P O S E D P A S S A G E ON R H O D E S I A IN D R A F T 

J O I N T S T A T E M E N T 

1. MR F R A S E R WAS U N H A P P Y W I T H T H E F I R S T S U G G E S T I O N IN F C O T U R M A I N L Y 

B E C A U S E SO B R I E F A R E F E R E N C E M I G H T L O O K S U S P I C I O U S TO T H E P R E S S WHO 

WOULD T H E N S E E K , E V E N MORE A S S I D U O U S L Y , F O R S I G N S O F D I S A G R E E M E N T 

(OR A G R E E M E N T ) B E T W E E N T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R S . 

2. MR F R A S E R H A S H I M S E L F L O O K E D C L O S E L Y AT T H E A L T E R N A T I V E WORDING 

P R O P O S E D . WE A R E T O L D T H A T HE D O E S NOT F E E L HE CAN A C C E P T OUR B O T H 

O M I T T I N G R E F E R E N C E T O R E G I O N A L S U P P O R T AND Q U A L I F Y I N G ( I E " W I D E S T 

P O S S I B L E "  ) C O M M O N W E A L T H S U P P O R T . HE H O P E S WE C A N A C C E P T T H E F O R M S 

OF WORDS IN T H E F I N A L S E N T E N C E OF T H E F I R S T P A R A G R A P H OF M I P T . 

3 . S E N I O R A U S T R A L I A N O F F I C I A L S S T R E S S T H A T A U S T R A L I A IS C O N C E R N E D 

T H A T SHE M I G H T BE S E E N BY A F R I C A N C O M M O N W E A L T H O P P O N E N T S ( E G N I G E R I A 

AND Z A M B I A ) C F A S E T T L E M E N T W I T H M U Z O R E W A AS H A V I N G A C Q U I E S C E D IN A 

J O I N T S T A T E M E N T ( C O N T A I N I N G T H E P H R A S E " W I D E S T P O S S I B L E S U P P O R T IN 

THE C O M M O N W E A L T H " ) W H I C H WOULD A L L O W A S E T T L E M E N T W I T H MUZOREWA 



W I T H O U T F U L L S U P P O R T FROM T H E M O S T I M P O R T A N T R E G I O N A L C O M M O N W E A L T H 

C O U N T R I E S I N V O L V E D . O F F I C I A L S F U R T H E R O B S E R V E T H A T T H E A U S T R A L I A N 

m 

P R O P O S E D F O R M O F WORDS IS A M B I V A L E N T E N O U G H FOR A U S T R A L I A N AND 

B R I T I S H S P O K E S M A N T O I N T E R P R E T AS T H E Y W I S H . T H E A U S T R A L I A N S C O U L D 

I N T E R P R E T " C O M M O N W E A L T H S U P P O R T " AS M E A N I N G T H E S U P P O R T O F T H E 

MOST I M P O R T A N T A F R I C A N C O M M O N W E A L T H C O U N T R I E S . WE C O U L D I N T E R P R E T 

IT AS M E A N I N G T H E M A X I M U M C O M M O N W E A L T H S U P P O R T I T WAS P O S S I B L E TO 

S E C U R E . 

4. MY OWN S U G G E S T I O N WOULD B E T H A T , WHEN T H I S I S D I S C U S S E D B E T W E E N 

D E L E G A T I O N S , WE S H O U L D T R Y A G A I N FOR " W I T  H T H E W I D E S T P O S S I B L E 

S U P P O R T B O T H F R O M T H E C O M M O N W E A L T H AND T H E I N T E R N A T I O N A L C O M M U N I T Y " 

WHICH BY T H E SAME T O K E N , S H O U L D B E W I D E E N O U G H F O R A U S T R A L I A N 

I N T E R P R E T A T I O N AND D O E S NOT MAKE A D I S T I N C T I O N B E T W E E N D E G R E E S O F 

S U P P O R T F R O M T H E C O M M O N W E A L T H AND O T H E R S . B U T I F E A R WE S H A L L H A V E 

T R O U B L E S O V E R T H I S . AN A L T E R N A T I V E M I G H T B E : " T  O WORK W I T H T H E 

COMMONWEALTH AND O T H E R S T O W A R D S A P E A C E F U L R E S O L U T I O N O F T H E 

P R O B L E M O F R H O D E S I A W I T H T H E W I D E S T P O S S I B L E S U P P O R T OF T H E 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L C O M M U N I T Y . " 
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