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"I am very much looking forward to seeing you on

Monday at the European Council. I thought I should

tell you now that to my regret it looks as though I shall

have to leave Brussels on Tuesday before the proceedings of

the Council are completed. In view of our domestic situation,

and in particular the prospect of a national rail strike next

week, I feel it necessary to be in my usual place in Parliamen:

on Tuesday afternoon to answer Prime Minister's Questions.

This will necessitate my departure from Brussels at about

11 o'clock a.m. Or, depending on events here, late Monday

night. I hope the bulk of the Council's work will be complete

by then. Francis Pym will, of course, stay behind to

represent me.

I am so sorry that this is necessary. I shall much enjoy-

seeing you again.

Margaret Thatcher"

26 June 1982


