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CONFIDENTIAL 7th July 1981

Do Derer,

PUBLIC OPINION BACKGROUND NOTE 71

The results from our latest Gallup 'tracking' study conducted
from 24th to 30th June found no signs of an upsurge in support
for the Social Democrats although support for the Conservative
Party has drifted slightly downwards and support for Labour
slightly upwards. Support for a hypothetical Liberal-Social
Democratic Alliance remains high at around one in three of

the electorate. This finding which was used as a 'headline'
for an M.O.R.I. poll published in the Evening Standard on

2nd July 1981 is something that has been clear from both
published and private Gallup polls since the emergence of

the Social Democrats.

We have over the last week had two opinion polls conducted
in Warrington, both of which showed a sizeable Labour lead
and the Conservatives in a poor third place.

D. K. Britto




CONFIDENTIAL

PUBLIC OPINION BACKGROUND NOTE 71
(produced 6th July 1981)

Introduction

The interviewing for our latest Gallup 'tracking' study was conducted
from June 24th to June 30th and they found an 11% Labour lead compared
with 5% in the previous week (conducted 16/22 June) and 8% in

previous published poll (conducted 9/15 June) - these figures
calculated excluding don't knows. An M.O.R.I. poll published

the Evening Standard on 2nd July and conducted from June 18th

found an 8% Labour lead. The Gallup survey found 29% of the

claiming they would vote Conservative (31% claimed they would
Conservative in the M.O.R.I;‘poll), 40% claimed they would vote Labour
(39% in the M.O0.R.I. poll), 17% Liberal (16% in the M.0.R.I. poll)

and 12% Social Democrat (12% in M.O.R.I. poll). The level of support
for the Social Democrats in answer to this unprompted voting intention
question has remained stable at around 11/12 per cent since early May.

The M.O.R.I. poll published in the Standard also asked how electors
would vote if a Liberal-Social Democrat candidate was standing in an
election. They found 27% claiming they would vote Conservative (24%

in our private Gallup study), 32% Labour (35% in our Gallup survey)and
39% Liberal-Social Democratic (39% in our Gallup survey) - these figures
are calculated excluding don't knows. Although the Evening Standard
used the fact the the Liberal-Social Democrats lead the other parties
in terms of voting intention when respondents were asked how they
would vote if a Liberal-Social Democratic candidate stood as a headline
this finding has been shown by Gallup surveys (both published and

our private studies) since we started asking these questions. It must
be remembered that this particular question involves asking respondents
how they would vote if a candidate for a hypothetical Liberal-Social
Democratic party stood in a General Election, and as a result

does not provide the unbiased measure of support that the open-ended
standard voting intention question (considered above) provides.

The tables below show the level of support for the main parties since
mid-March from the three standard voting intention questions we ask
in our Gallup weekly tracking studies.
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2. Standard Voting Intention

The table on the following page shows on the basis used to present
Gallup figures in the Daily Telegraph and by MORI in the Evening
standard the level of support for the main parties.
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VOTING INTENTION

(excluding don't knows)
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3. Government Record

The latest study found a sharp fall in the level of approval for the
record of the Government - it fell from 29% approving the record of
the government to date in the week 9/15 June to 23% in the week
16/22 June.

GOVERNMENT RECORD

Approve Disapprove Don't Know

% %

34 41

22 69

26 65

24 67

25 65

2 63

29 April/5 May 26 62
11 May 60
13/18 May 57
19/26 May 2 60
26 May/ 1 June 61
June 60
June ; 63
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M.O.R.IL. (Granada Television)

.I. poll conducted for Granada Television in Warrington in

ne found 57% of electors claiming they would vote Labour,
ial Democrat, and 12% Conservative.
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