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DEAR MARGARET:

| APPRECIATE YOUR MESSAGE ABOUT LEBANCON. WE HAVE BEEN
HEARING THE SAME STRONG CONCERNS FROM OUR ARAEB FRIENDS
THAT YOU DESCRIBE. IN ADDITION TO THE MEETING WITH
FOREIGN MINISTER SAUD IN BONN, KING HUSSEIN HAS TWICE
WRITTEN ME ABOUT LEBANON AND THE SUBJECT HAS BEEN A
CENTRAL CONCERN DURING MR. HASSAN AL IS TALKS HERE THIS
WEEK.

THERE 1S NO QUESTION THAT WE MUST TRY TO DEAL EFFECTIVELY
WITH THE LEBANON TRAGEDY. WE HAVE BEEN MAKING EVERY
EFFORT TO CONSOLIDATE A CEASE-FIRE AS A FIRST STEP. THAT
HAS BEEN AMBASSADOR HABIBaS FIRST PRIORITY. WE ARE
PARTICULARLY CONCERNED NOW TO AVOID FURTHER FIGHTING IN
AND ARCUND BEIRUT, WHICH WiLL COST ADDITIONAL [INNQCENT
LIVES IF IT CONTINUES OR ESCALATES. WE ARE ALSO DOING
EVERYTHING PGSSIBLE TO HELP ALLEVIATE THE HUMAN SUFFERING
CAUSED BY THIS8 TRAGIC WAR. | HAVE ASKED CONGRESS FOR
SPECIAL FUNDS FOR RELIEF, AND WE ARE WORKING TO PROVIDE A
TWENTY=FIVE MILLION DOLLAR PACKAGE TO FINANCE AT LEAST
SOME PORTION OF WHAT WE HOPE WiILL BE A BROADLY SUPPORTED
INTERNAT |GNAL EFFCRT.

BEYOND THE CEASE-FIRE AND RELIEF, HOWEVER, WE TOO BELIEVE
THAT THE PRESENT TRAGEDY OFFERS THE OPRORTUNITY TG CREATE
A BETTER FUTURE FOR LEBANON. THAT COUNTRY«=S INDEPENDENCE
AND UNITY MUST BE PRESERVED AND ITS GOVERNMENT=S g
AUTHORITY MUST BE STRENGTHENED.

PHIL HABIB (S PRESENTLY IN BE|RUT. HE HAS MET WITH
PRESIDENT SARKI!S AND HAS HAD G0OD TALKS,. | BELIEVE THERE
IS A HOPE THAT THE LEBANESE THEMSELVES ARE WORKING TOWARD
RECONCILIATION AND THAT THEY UNDERSTAND THE NEED TC WORK
TOGETHER, IT [S ALSC CLEAR THEY SHARE THE DESIRE FOR A
FUTURE WITHOUT QUTSIDE MILITARY FORCES IN THEIR COUNTRY.
THESE ARE ALSO QUR GBJECTIVES, WE HGPE OTHERS WILL ALSO
ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT LEBANON®S NATIONAL LEADERS AS THEY
WORK TOWARD A NEW NATIONAL CONSENSUS,

WE ARE AWARE THAT IT IS VITAL TO CREATE CONDITIONS (N
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WHICH THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT CAN ACT WITHIN ITS

CONST ITUT | ONAL PROCEDURES AND WITHOUT INTIMIDATION FROM
ANY QUARTER. | AM CONCERNED ABOUT THE PRESENCE OF
ISRAEL| FORCES AROUND EEIRUT AND THE PROBLEMS THAT CAN
CREATE FOR LEBANON®S LEADERS., PHIL HABIB IS MAKING EVERY
EFFORT TO GAIN ISRAEL| COOPERATICN IN STEPS WHICH WILL
FERMINT LEBANON=S LEADERS TO ACT FREELY

| AGREE THAT WE NEED TO STAY IN CLOSE CONTACT REGARDING
THIS AND OTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST. | FULLY
ENDORSE THE IDEA THAT OUR PEOPLE SHOULD CONSULT CLOSELY
IN THE NEAR FUTURE ABOUT HOW WE CAN COCPERATE IN
ACHIEVING A SOLUTION TO THE LEBANON GRISIS AND TO THE
BROADER |SSUES, INCLUDING THE PALESTINIAN QUESTION. WE
WILL HAVE TO BE CLOSELY 1IN TOUCH CONCERNING HUMANITAR |AN
REL LEF AND A FORMULA FOR PEACEKEEPING FORCES WHICH WILL
BE ESSENTIAL TO ENSURE RAPID ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL.

SINCERLY, ROM
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