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TELEGRAM NUMBER 91 OF 23 MARCH 1982

. INFO FLASH PORT STANLEY (PERS FOR GQV), MOOUX (NAVY) ANO CIHCFLES

YoUR TELNO SA(;zLLEGAL LANDING ON SOUTH GECRGIA) HAS, OF CJUasE,
€g’c2css%n WITH MY TELNO 89. | GAVE THE MESSAGE N YOUR TELEGRAM TO

=R LQUE ROS OVER THE TELEPHONE AT 15¢52. HE WAS, OF COURSZ, VERY
"D{STRESSED. HE REGRETS THAT HE HAS NO (REPEAT NO) WAY OF COMMUNI= -
CATING WITH THE MEN AT LEITH. | MUST MYSELF POINT OUT THAT MY TELNO
85 0ID NOT CONVEY AN ASSURANCE BUT A STATEMENT WHICH BOTH BLANCO
AND | UNDERSTQOD TO BE A FACT. | DO HOT THINK THERE WAS ANY
INTENTION TO MISLEAD.

2, AT 15387 | WAS SUMMONED BY FOREIGN MINISTER COSTA MENOEZ WHOQ,
ON LOOK|NG THROUGH MY SPEAKING NOTES BASED ON YCUR TUR SAID
(A) HE WAS SURPRISZD THAT HMG WAS PRCCEEDING SO RAPIOLY TO
SUCH YERY GRAVYE ACTICN, WITHOUT EXHAUSTING DIPLOMATIC RECCURSES.
. COULD NOQT SUCH PRECIPITATE ACTION BE POSTPONED SEM] COLON

(B)  HE MUST MOST SOLEMNLY WARN YOU THAT, |F HMG PROCEEDS
WiTH THE HARSH MEASURE QF TAXING THESE MEN UNDER ARREST ON A BRITISH
WARSHI|P TG PORT STANLEY, HE, ROS AND THQSE WHO ARE TRYING TO DEAL
WITH US OVER THE FALKLANOS iN A MODERATE WAY WiLL LOSE COHTROL OF
EVENTS. QUR HARSH ACTION WILL PROOUCE A HARSH RESPONSE. HE
COULD NOT PREDICT WHAT THIS WOULD SE, NOR COULD ME UNDERTAXE TO
XEEP |T WITHIN 30UNDS.

3. } POINTED QUT THAT THE TROUBLZ WAS NCT OF CUR SEEXING, THAT
A SUCCESSION COF WARNIMNGS AND QROERS HAD BEZMN GIVEN TQ THE BUSHN
SUCESQ AND DAVIOOFF, WHICH HAO BEEN | GNORED AND THAT NOW VYERY
LITTLE TIME REMAINED. COULD THE ARGENTINES FOR INSTANCE, QFFER TQ
CRDER THE BUEN SUCESO TO GC BACK TO LE[TH AND TAKE THE MEN AWAY,
AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO ACTION BY ENDURANCE? COSTA MENDEZ SAID HE
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WOULD ENQUIRE IF THIS COULD BE A PRACTICAL POSSIBILITY AND, IF
S0, WITHIN THE 30UNDS GF SAVING FACE. BUT DOING SO WOULD TAKE
A LITTLE TIME. HE URGED MOST EARNESTLY THAT, MEANWHILE, ENOURANCE
SHOULD HOT‘TAKEIANY ACTION IN THIS CONTEXT WHICH COULD BE OBSERVED.
THIS INCIDENT ONLY ILLUSTRATED THE NEED TO GET GH W) TH THE MAIN
NEGOTIATION, COULD IT NOT BE HELD OYER TO BE A FIRST SUBJECT FOR US
THE QUQTE FIRE BRIGADE UNQUOTE TO OEAL WiTH IR THE NEGOTIATING

COMM1SS1ON?

b, | MUST ADD MY OWN WARNING THAT, AS SEEN FROM HERE, THIS 4 =

> o .t g

. SPECTACULAR REACTION TO A PLECE OF TRIVIAL ANO LOW-LEVEL P e

M} SBEHAVIOUR COULD WELL, IN THE CURRENT ATHOSPHERE, 0O LASTING - " iifm
DAMAGE TO THE WHOLE STRUCTURE OF CQUR FRUITFUL 3LATERAL RELATIONS, "7 fbe
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