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PUBLIC OPINION BACKGROUND NOTE 37 -

I enclose a copy of the results from our latest Gallup tracking
study. The results of this survey are the same as those published
in the Daily Telegraph on October 9th and show a dramatic
narrowing of Labour's lead to 3%. The research for this

survey was conducted largely during the Labour Party Conference
and it will be interesting to see whether this sharp reversal

of Labour's fortunes continues.

D. K. Britto




CONFIDENTIAL

PUBLIC OPINION BACKGROUND NOTE 37
(produced 12th October 1980)

= introduction

The results from our latest Gallup tracking study are the same as the
results of the Gallup poll published in the Daily Telegraph on 9th
October and show a narrowing of Labour's lead to 3% - compared with
9%% in the previous published Gallup poll and 11%% in our unpublished
tracking study conducted 25/29 September. This is the smallest Labour

lead we have found since early May.

The interviewing for the survey was conducted during the week of the
Labour Party Conference - interviewing for the next tracking study
(the results of which will be circulated early in the week starting
October 20th) took place during our Party Conference. It will be
interesting to see whether the decline in Labour's support as a result
of their Conference is maintained.
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VOTING INTENTION
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42

. 39,5
11/16 Juné ) 40.5
18/23 June 39
25/30 June ' 87
2/1  Quly 375
10/14 July - 40
16/21 July 37
23/28 July 33.5
30 July/4 August 38.5
6/11 August 40
14/18 August. 38.5
20/26 August 37.2
27 August/ 1 September 37
2/8 September 36.5

10/15 September 355

17/22 September 35
25/79 September 353
1/6 October 40
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* First Gallup post-election survey
** Published polls




Government Record

We found a slight improvement in the level of approval for the Government's
record in our latest tracking study - we will need to await the results
from our next tracking study before attempting to draw any major

conclusions from this change.

For full details of the results from the question please see below

and attached graph.

GOVERNMENT RECORD

Approve Disapprove Don‘t'Knoﬁ
A A %

1979
13718 * - .

1980
4/9 June
11/16 June >4 11
18/24 June 52 13
25/30 June .23 12
2/7 July 56 13
10/14 July 56 13
16/21 July 54 13
23/28 July 52 13
30 July/ & August S8 12
6/11 August 23 13
14/18 August 35 : 11.
52/26 August ;g 12
-/ August/1st Septem = 12
2/8 September d bér - 26 ' 13
10/15 September 287 11
- 13

17/22 September 59 PR

25/29 Septemb
1/6 Octobar Lo 13
3

* first Post Election survéy

4.. Popularity of Political Leaders

Our latest unpublished tracking study showed a sharp increase in
Mrs Thatcher's personal popularity - up to 38% being satisfied with

Mrs Thatcher as Prime Minister, compared with 33% in the week
25/29 September. It is interesting to note that Mr Callaghan's
popularity also improved - although not as much as Mrs Thatcher's.




4. ,Popularity of Political Leaders (continued)

For full details please see table below and attached graph:-

POPULARITY OF POLITICAL LEADERS

Mrs Thatcher Mr Callaghan Mr Steel
Sat Dis- Don't Sat Dis- Don't Dis- Don't
sat Know sat Know sat
o %

50
48
44
&5
45
46
49
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4/9 June
11/16 June
18/23 June
25/30 June
2/7 July
0/14 July
€/21 July
23/28 July
30 July/
4 August
6/11 August
14/18 August
20/26 August
.27 Aug/1 Sept
2/8 Sept-
10/15 Sept

17/22 Sept
25/29 Sept
1/6 October

47
47
52
47
48
51
48

50
45
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5. Issues

Apart from a further improvement in the level of approval for the
Government's policies in the sale of council houses our tracking study
found no signigicant changes in approval/disapproval on the range of
issues we included in our standard tracking question.




ISSUES

10/14 16721 23/28 30 Juiy 6/11 14/18M 209/26 27 Aug 2/8 10/16 1722 - 25/29
July July July - 4 Aug Aug Aug Aug -1 Sep Sep Sep Sep Sep

% % % % % % % % % % % %

‘

Mrs Thatcher as
Prime Minister
More favourable
Less favourable
No difference
Don't Know

The Government's
Taxation Policy
More favourable
Less favourable
No difference
Don't Know

The Government's
Policy on Trade
Union Reforms
More favourable
Less favourable
No difference
Don't Know

Public Spending
Cuts

More favourable
Less favourable
No difference
Don't Know

The Cost of
Living

More favourable
Less favourable
No difference
Don't Know




ISSUES (continued)

10/14 16/21  23/28
July July July

% % %

The Level of
Unemployment
More favourable
Less favourable

No difference
Don't Know

The Government's
Pay Policy

More favourable
Less favourable
No difference
Don't Know

Policy on selling
Council Houses
More favourable
Less favourable
No difference
Don't Know
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6. Published Polls

MORI (published Evening Standard October 7th 1980)

The MORI poll published in the Evening Standard on 7th October (conducted
25/29 September) found an 11% Labour lead - in line with our private
tracking study conducted at the same time.







