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T was not at all surprised Lo see yaur reaction to Lfﬂw%f”'

the Ecnnnmic Reconstruction Group paper on "concerted
action” since, because 1t identiflies every conceivahbhle -.V} M
complication and explores all their implications, 1t 1s
certainly calculated to scare one off the whole thing.

Az you know, however, we are only half-way through
gur discussion of the paper which 1s really an examinatiﬂn \j ;th
of the way in which we should approach and seek to use the
NEDC institutions in such a way as to promote cur objective f,”'
ST getting away from social contract-type deals with the
vunions while nevertheless seeking general understanding of
our policlies 1n such a way as to place on the shoulders of
union leaders a responsiblllity for hostility from their slde.

At the risk of burdening you with even more paper, I am
enclosing the first few pages of a paper on "concerted action"

which was prepared for us by Konrad Zweig. You will remember
that he wrote for CPS the pamphilet (to which I wrote the fore-

word) on the way in which the German social market economy had
much more successfully negotlated recession than our own.

The German background of so¢lal unity and politicel =ense 1s,
of course, much stronger than our own =50 that the polnt made on
the mlddle of Page 10 1s one which T think we &ll feel we cught

not to ignore; but I can assure you that ocur approach 18 one of
great cautlon and scepticiasm and we are certainly not combemplating

maltiplication of lnstitutlions or any extension of bureaucracy.

ERG's coneclusions will, of course, be brought forward for
full conslderation in due course,

The Rt.Hon. Margaret Thatcher M.P.

¢ Adam Ridley.

Y

ria

©





