CONFIDENTIAL

F1 FCO 2113332 DEC 79
T IMMED 1 aTE ANKAR 4
TILEGR NUMSER O3 OF 21 DZCEiBEA
AND TO OTHER POSTS
INFO CTTAWA
MNP T, |
ATGHANISTAN MESSAGE'FROM PRIME MINISTER TO PRES|DENT BREZHNEV . = 7

| 'HAVE "BEEN PROFOUNDLY DISTURBED AT FECENT DEVELOPMERTS IN -
AGHAMISTAN. THE LARGE SCALE DEPLOYME®T OF SOVIET TRGOPS HAS
OOINCIDED WITH A COUP LED BY SGIEOWE WHO HAD BEEN WESEWT FRON
AFGHANISTAN, LIVING I EASTERN EUROPE FOR OVER A YEAR, AND WHO
"-TURNED TO THE COUNTRY AT THE SAME TIFE AS THE ARFIVAL OF THE
SWIET TROGPS, '

| HAVE SEEN THE STATEWENT BY THE SOVIET GOVERKMENT HANDED To
THE FOREIGN AND COMAONWEALTH OFF ICE LATE OF 27 DECEARER. BY THE
SOVIET SMBASSY IN LONDON AKD AM FRANKLY PUZZLED Ry The ASSERTION:
THAT RECENT SOVIET ACTION #4S AT THE I8VITATICN OF THE AEGHA:
COVERNNENT. (AFTER ALL, THE KEY GOVERNNENT WAS OHLY ANNOUHGED. ON
23 D=CEriBER. NOR CAN | SEZ THAT SOVIET ACTIGH 1S AUSTICLED Iy oo
T=RMS OF ARTICLE 51 OF THE Ui CEARTZR. THERE 15 1.0 Evlbgagefggffﬁgg41ij;_
AT TE AFT I7AKE 10 SUSSTANT] ATe CEARGSS oF CUTSIDE INTERFER ©
~ERCE IN THE AFFAIRS OF ATCHANISTAL. THE CiLy COURTRY WHICH Has
- AS¥OLVED ITSELF IN RECENT YEARS IH AFORAN INTERRAL PROELENS 15
THE SOVIET UNIOW, | - g AT

IT IS CLEAR THAT THE SCVIST UNION HAS SOUGHT A PRETEXT TG
IAPOSE 1TS WILLCN A SHALLER HEIGHBCUR. AMD WHAT YOU ADMIT TO
8% CPEN SOVIET MILITARY INTERVEKTION I% THE AFFAIES OF ALGTHER
INDEPERDENT COUNTRY HAS BEEN UNDERTAKEN WITHOUT ANY HMANDATE -FRON
THE AFGHAN PEGPLE AS A WHOLE. | BELIEVE THAT THE PEOPLE OF
ABHANISTAN HAVE A RIGHT TC CHOCSE THEIR O GOVEREHERT Y1THOUT
CITSIDE INTERFERENCE. RECEAT SCVIET ACTION APPEARS TO LIiIT THIS
FHEE0n] 1 SHOULD WELCONE YOUR ASSURANCE THaT ALL SGVIET TROOPS l

Naf

AILL BE JITHDRAWN AT a VERY EARLY DATE, LEAVIHG THE AFGHAK PEOPLE | =%
TO DETERGINE THEIR Ows FUTugfz] | % okl



