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T H E PRIME MINISTER 18 O c t o b e r , 1979. 


Dear Tony, 


Thank y o u f o r y o u r l e t t e r o f ' ^ O c t o b e r about t h e P r o v i s i o n a l 


S i n n F e i n P r e s s C o n f e r e n c e h e l d i n D u b l i n a f t e r t h e Po p e ' s v i s i t . 


I d i d n o t s e e t h e b r o a d c a s t m y s e l f , but I g a t h e r t h a t t h e m e e t i n g 


was an open one a t t e n d e d by members o f t h e P r e s s and a t w h i c h t h e . 


l o c a l p o l i c e were a l s o p r e s e n t , and t h a t t h e S i n n F e i n r e p r e s e n t a ­


t i v e s were s u b j e c t e d t o some v e r y s e a r c h i n g q u e s t i o n s . The 


P r o v i s i o n a l S i n n F e i n  i s t h e p o l i t i c a l w i n g o f t h e P r o v i s i o n a l 


R e p u b l i c a n movement and i s n o t p r o s c r i b e d i n t h e I r i s h R e p u b l i c 


n o r , I s h o u l d add, i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d o r G r e a t B r i t a i n , I u n d e r ­


s t a n d t h a t d u r i n g t h e P r e s s C o n f e r e n c e , when p r e s s e d by r e p o r t e r s 


f o r s t a t e m e n t s w h i c h w o u l d have i m p l i c a t e d them d i r e c t l y i n t h e 


i l l e g a l a c t i o n s o f t h e P r o v i s i o n a l IRA, t h e spokesmen r e f u s e d t o 


answer, p o i n t i n g o u t t h a t t h o s e were m a t t e r s f o r t h e P r o v i s i o n a l 


IRA. 


I
 am a l s o t o l d t h a t t h e BBC's d e c i s i o n t o i n c l u d e a n i t e m 


a b out t h e C o n f e r e n c e i n t h e news on 2 O c t o b e r was t a k e n a f t e r v e r y 


s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n and h a v i n g f u l l r e g a r d t o t h e i r g u i d e l i n e s . 


The Home S e c r e t a r y does n ot c o n s i d e r i n a l l t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a t 


i t w o u l d be r i g h t f o r h im t o c o n s i d e r i s s u i n g a d i r e c t i o n t o t h e 


b r o a d c a s t i n g a u t h o r i t i e s i n t h e m a t t e r . 


/ As far as 
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As f a r as t h e a u t h o r i t i e s i n t i e I r i s h R e p u b l i c are c o n c e r n e d 


t h e y , l i k e o u r s e l v e s , would u n d o u b t e d l y l i k e t o be a b l e to p r e f e r 


c h a r g e s a g a i n s t t h e l e a d e r s of t h e P r o v i s i o n a l IRA, but we are 


b o t h f i g h t i n g t e r r o r i s m w i t h i n t h e law. To br:.ng them to t r i a l , 


e v i d e n c e i s needed t h a t w i l l c o n v i n c e t h e c o u r ;. N e v e r t h e l e s s I 


b e l i e v e t h a t t h e P r e s s C o n f e r e n c e showed t h e t c ^ t a l s t e r i l i t y of 


t h e i r p h i l o s o p h y o f v i o l e n c e and t h e i r c o n f u s i o n i n t h e f a c e o f 


some b l u n t q u e s t i o n i n g . Noone who saw t h e P r e s s C o n f e r e n c e c o u l d 


f e e l a n y t h i n g b u t contempt. 


Y o u r s e v e r , 


(SGD) MT 


Tony Marlow, E s q ! , M.P. 
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