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YOU WILL NOW HAVE SEEN FROM A MESSAGE ON OTHER CHANNELS (NOT

TO ALL) THAT THE IMMEDIATE DANGER OF AN IRAGQI OPERATION MOUNTED
FROM OMAN MAY MOW BE SUBSIDING AS A RESULT OF A DECISION BY THE
IRAQIS THEMSELVES THAT THE LOGISTICS WERE TOO UNCERTAIN o UNTIL

THE !ﬂAQ! AlF FORCE UNITS CURRENTLY HERE ARE REMOVED, WE CANKOT
. e A
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BE CERTAIN THAT THEY WILL NOT THINK AGAIN AND WE SHALL REPORT
ANY AIR MOVEMENTS AS SOON AS POGSIBLE,

2. |F THE ABOYE PROVES CORRECT, IT LOOKS AS THOUGH A VERY
SATISFACTORY. WAY OUT OF THE [P ASSE MAY HAVE BEEN- FOUNDs THE
OMANIS WILL BE ABLE TO CLAIM TO HAVE DEMONSTRATED THEIR ARAB
CREDENTIALS TO THE FULL BY OFFERING THE IRAQIS THE ASSISTANCE
REQUESTED ONLY TO HAVE THE LATTER DECLINE THEIR HELP AT THE LAS
MOMENT. THEY MIGHT ALSO IF THEY WiSH CLAIM YO HAVE STOOD UP TO
BE COUNTED IM THE FACE OF WESTERN ADVICE TO THE CONTRARYe IN

ADDITION THE IRANIANS MAY BELIEVE THAT THEIR WARNINGS
ABOUT ARAB GULF STATES ASSISTING THE IRAQIS NAVE HAD SOME EFFECT.

2, MY Ue.Se COLLEAGUE TELLS ME THAT THE AMERICANS WILL NOT NO

BE DELIVERING PRESIDENT CARTER’S MESSAGE TO QABOOS AND THAT

THEY WILL TRY TG AVOID RUBBING CMANE NOSES 3ﬁ-T:E DIRTe IT WOULD
BE PLEASING TO THINK THAT QABOOS HAD LISTENWED TO OUR ADVICE

BUT THIS MAY NOT HAVE BEEN A DECISIVE FACTOR

IT MAY HOWEVER BE RELEVANT THAT WE HAVE HEARD THAT THE SULTAN
HAS BEEN MOST DISPLEASED BY SUGGESTIONS THAT THE OMANI AIR DEFENCES
MIGMT NOT HAVE BEEN UP TO MARK AGAINST THE DEGREE OF RETALIATION
ENVISAGED SEMI COLON SO THERE 1S REASON TO BELIEVE THAT OUR il
MESSAGE { AND POSSIBLY WARNINGS BY HIS AIR FORCE COMMANDER) HAVE
BEEN HEEDED,

4o WE SHALL OF COURSE CONTINUE TO WATCH DEVELOPMENTS CLOSELY. FOR
THE FUTURE | BELIEVE THAT THE OMAN! HANDLING OF THIS POTENTIALLY
GRAVE CRISIS (WHICH HAS TO A LARGE EXVENT REINFORCED MISGIVINGS
OVER THEIR "?SHOOT FROM THE HIP®? APPROCACH TO PREVIOUS PROBLEMS,
EeGe THE INITIATIVE ON PROTECTION OF THE STRAITS OF HORMUZ

LAST YEAR) INDICATES A NEED FOR REASSESSHMENT OF QUR HANDLING

OF TH!S REGIME. THE OTHER GULF STATES WHATEVER OUR MISGIVINGS
ABOUT THEIR POLICIES IN GEMERAL APPEAR FROM HERE TO BE HANDLING
THIS PARTICULAR CRISIS IN A MUCH MORE REALISTIC MANNER,
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