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MY TWO [PTS 1 ARGENT.INE PROPOSAL ON FALKLANDS
|
1. I CAN WELL IMAGINE HOW LITTLE THIS ARGENTINZ PROPOSAL WILL

APPEAL TO YOU, EXPECTED THOUGH |T COULD ONLY BE ONCE WE HAD DECIDED
TC ENCOURAGE AN INITIATIYE FROM THE ARGENTINE S|DE. THE ALTERNATIVES
WERE THAT THEY wWOULD PUT FORWARD THE SKELETOM OF A QUOTE

SCLUTICN UNQUOTE OR THAT THEY WOULD PROPOSE A NEW MECHANISM FOR
NEGOTIATION, AND THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE DECIDED FOR THE LATTER I§
PERHAPS THE LESSER "EVIL, SINCE IT MIGHT WELL HAVE BEEN [MPOSSIBLE
TO FIND A LONGER ANSWER TO THE FORMER THAN A BLUNT REJECTION. WE
SHALL CLEARLY HAVE TO INVESTIGATE HOW MODIFIABLE THE ARGENTINE
PROPOSAL FOR A NEW MECHANISM S, BUT WE WILL DECE|VE OQURSELVES |F
¥E IMAGINE THAT THEY WiLL BE CONTENT YO REVERT TO THE SPORADIC
CONTACTS OF THE LAST TWO YEARS, SO FAR IT HAS SUITED HMG TC SWEEP
UNDER THE CARPET WHATEVER HAD BEEM COVERED BY MR ROWLAND’S NEGOT!A=-
TIONS, IT MAY NOW SUIT US BETTEZR TO DIG ALL THIS CUT AND REEXAM{AE
IT WiTH THE ARGENTINES. |N PARTICULAR WE HAD BETTER BE CLEAR HUW
FAR WE HAVE, IN FACT, COMMITTED OURSELVES IN THE PAST TO INCLUDING
SOUTH GEORGIA AND THE SANDWICH |SLANDS IN THE GENERAL SCCPS OF THE
NEGOTIATIONS,

2. YOUR WiLL CBSERVE THAT THE PAPER REVERTS TO THE QUESTION OF TuE
SAFEGUARDS THE |SLANDERS WQULD NEED, BUT ASXS THAT THESE BE
SPECIFIED BY HMG, THIS 1S MORE CORRECT THAN CAVANDOL{’S INVITATION
TC THE [SLANDERS THEMSELVES TO SET OUT THEIR REQUIREMENTS AND

GIVES US AN OPPORTUNITY TO CRYSTALISE THOUGHTS ON THE SUBJECT =

OF CCURSE, AD REFERENDUM TO ISLANDER REPRESENTATIVES = IN A WAY
WHICH MIGHT ACTUALLY BE HELPFUL TO THE I|SLANDERS, WITHOUT GIVING

AN IMPRESS|ON COF PRESSURISING THEM,

3. YOU wWilL ALSO NOTE THE RENEWED EMPHASIS ON ISLANDER
IGNORANCE OF THE REAL THINKING OF THE ARGERTINE GOVERNMENT, IT
WOULD RELIZYE A LOT OF BYILT-UP TENSION |F COUNCILLCRS COULD BE
PERSUADED TO BE LESS OBSTRUCTIVE ABOUT EVEM THE SMALLEST ADDITION
TO THE TINY ARGENTINE REPRESENTATION N STANLEY,

4, THE FIRST PART OF THE PAPER |S MUCH MORE CAREFULLY ORAFTED
THAN LAST YEAR’S COMMUNIQUE, AS ROS WAS AT PAINS TO POINT OUT.
WE SHCOULD, PERHAPS, SUBJECT IT TO CARFUL ANALYSIS TO SEZ WHAT
EFFORT T SHOWS TC BE GENUINELY CONCILIATORY,
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