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REVIEW OP QUANGOS 


I have a copy of the minute from the M i n i s t e r of A g r i c u l t u r e t o 
the Prime M i n i s t e r o f 2 4 May s u g g e s t i n g t h a t i f a s i g n i f i c a n t 
number of quangos ( s e t up by Act of P a r l i a m e n t ) are t o be a b o l i s h e d , 
the s i m p l e s t course might be a s h o r t B i l l c o n f e r r i n g on M i n i s t e r s 
a power t o make Orders a b o l i s h i n g the quangos i n t h e i r f i e l d . 

2 . T h i s i d e a has c l e a r l y c o n s i d e r a b l e a t t r a c t i o n ; but i t c o u l d a l s o 
r a i s e d i f f i c u l t i e s . I n some cases a l l t h a t may be e n t a i l e d i s t h e 
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d a b o l i t i o n o f a body. But i n o t h e r s , and v e r y p o s s i b l y 
i n the more i m p o r t a n t c a s e s , a b o l i t i o n w i l l be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h p o l i c y 
changes i n v o l v i n g a l t e r a t i o n s t o the n a t u r e of e x i s t i n g s t a t u t o r y 
f u n c t i o n s and the powers of Departments o r o t h e r b o d i e s . F o r example, 
t h e proposed a b o l i t i o n of the P r i c e Commission w i l l be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 
major changes i n c o m p e t i t i o n p o l i c y i n v o l v i n g amendment t o e x i s t i n g 
l e g i s l a t i o n a f f e c t i n g the r o l e and powers o f the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e 
f o r Trade, the D i r e c t o r G e n e r a l o f P a i r T r a d i n g and the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission. I n t h a t case, amendment of e x i s t i n g 
l e g i s l a t i o n w i l l be e f f e c t e d by a B i l l e s p e c i a l l y f o r t h a t purpose. 
I t must be d o u b t f u l whether i  t would be pr o p e r o r indeed d e s i r a b l e 

t o e f f e c t major amendments o f pri m a r y l e g i s l a t i o n of t h a t n a t u r e by 

s u b o r d i n a t e Order as a c o n s e q u e n t i a l o f th e a b o l i t i o n of a quango. 

T h i s would p a r t i c u l a r l y a p p l y i f a Government Department o r o t h e r 

p u b l i c body were t o be g i v e n new o r extended powers, s i n c e i t would 

n o r m a l l y be expected t h a t the n a t u r e o f these and r e l a t e d q u e s t i o n s 

such as safeguards f o r the c i t i z e n s h o u l d be s u b j e c t t o t h e f u l l 

P a r l i a m e n t a r y s c r u t i n y a p p l i c a b l e t o pri m a r y l e g i s l a t i o n . 


3. I wonder whether the b e s t course i n these c i r c u m s t a n c e s might be 
to suspend judgement on the n a t u r e o f the a p p r o p r i a t e l e g i s l a t i v e 
v e h i c l e u n t i l i t i s known what bodies are t o be a b o l i s h e d as a r e s u l t 
of the revi e w and what, i f any, a s s o c i a t e d p o l i c y changes w i l l r e q u i r e 
amendment o f e x i s t i n g l e g i s l a t i o n . At t h a t s t a g e , c o n s i d e r a t i o n c o u l d 
be g i v e n i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h the l a w y e r s t o the p r o p r i e t y and 
d e s i r a b i l i t y o f p r o c e e d i n g by s u b o r d i n a t e Order. 
I am s e n d i n g a copy o f t h i s minute t o S i r John Hunt. 

IAN BANCROFT 
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