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Iona 


The Archbishop of Canterbury handed the a t t a c h e d l e t t e r t o 


the Prime M i n i s t e r y e s t e r d a y . 


I see i n a Press r e p o r t today t h a t Mr Hugh Fraser i s t r y i n g 


t o buy t h e i s l a n d , w i t h the i n t e n t i o n o f handing i t over t o t h e 


N a t i o n a l T r u s t f o r S c o t l a n d . I f t h i s came about, I imagine t h a t 


t h i s would not be regarded as a s a l e of t h e i s l a n d " f o r commercial 


or s e c t a r i a n purposes" and t h a t t h e Church Leaders would be 


c o n t e n t . 


I am not sure whether t h e Government has i n f a c t any powers 


i n t h e m a t t e r , but may I pass t h i s t o you/Mr Sanders so t h a t 


advice can be o b t a i n e d q u i c k l y f o r t h e Prime M i n i s t e r . 


24 H a y 1 9 7 9 



L a m b e t h P a l a c e , SE1 7 J U . 

21st May, 1979. 


r . 

My dear Prime M i n i s t e r , 


I have j u s t r e t u r n e d from a meeting i n 

Canada o f t h e A n g l i c a n C o n s u l t a t i v e C o u n c i l . 


At t h a t meeting g r e a t concern was 

expressed about t h e f u t u r e o f t h e I s l a n d o f 

Iona, and t h e enclosed m o t i o n was passed 

unanimously. I promised t o pass i  t on t o you 

f o r your a t t e n t i o n . 


As t h e m a t t e r has about i  t an element o f 

urgency, I am d o i n g t h i s i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r my 

r e t u r n . I t h i n k you w i l l agree t h a t even i n 

t h e e a r l y days o f your P r e m i e r s h i p , when p r e s s u r e s 

on you must be v e r y heavy, i  t m e r i t s your c a r e f u l 

a t t e n t i o n . 


I hope you are much encouraged i n your work. 


W i t h b e s t wishes, 

Yours v e r y s i n c e r e l y , 


The R i g h t Hon. Margaret Thatcher, M.P 

10, Downing S t r e e t , 

London, S.W.1. 




P r i v a t e Member's Mo t i o n : The R i g h t Hon. David W. B l e a k l e y 

( I r e l a n d ; 


"That t h i s A n g l i c a n C o n s u l t a t i v e C o u n c i l , on 

b e h a l f o f the Member Churches o f t h e A n g l i c a n 

Communion t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d , and i n t h e b e l i e f 

t h a t i n t h i s m a t t e r i t speaks f o r o t h e r C h r i s t i a n 

Churches, expresses i t s v e r y g r e a t concern a t t h e 

p o s s i b i l i t y o f t h e s a l e o f t h e I s l a n d o f Iona f o r 

commercial o r s e c t a r i a n purposes. 


The C o u n c i l urges t h e B r i t i s h Government t o 

ta k e a c t i o n t o ensure t h a t t h e p r e s e n t c h a r a c t e r and 

use o f t h e I s l a n d i s n o t r a d i c a l l y a l t e r e d , and t h a t 

i t s f u t u r e i s secured." 



