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HUNGER STRIKE

THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE TAOISEACH DR GARRET
FITZGERALD WAS ISSUED AT 17.38 ON 31 JULY.

BEGINS

IT SHOULD FIRST BE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE HUNGER STRIKE IS A CRISIS
WITHIN A CRISIS, GENERAL CONDITIONS IN NORTHERN IRELAND =

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND POLITICAL - HAVE STEADILY DETERIORATED I[N
RECENT YEARS, TO THE PROBLEMS OF A FALTERING ECONOMY AND THE
HIGHEST UNEMPLOYMENT RATE IN EUROPE MUST BE ADDED A MARKED POLITICAL
POLARISATION BETWEEN THE TwWO PARTS OF THE DIVIDED COMMUNITY, CLEARLY
SHOWN IN THE DISTRICT COUNCIL ELECTIONS IN MAY, MODERATES OF ALL
ALLEGIANCES ARE DISCOURAGED, ORDINARY PEOPLE IN BOTH SECTIONS OF THE
COMMUNITY HAVE EXPERIENCED SUFFERING AND MISERY ON A HEART=RENDING
SCALE. THE HAPPINESS AND HOPES OF AN ENTIRE GENERATION OF

YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE BEEN BLIGHTED BY TWELVE YEARS OF CRISIS AND

DISORDER, AFTER OVER TWO THOUSAND DEATHS, VIOLENCE AND INTIMIDATION
CONTINUE,

THIS IS THE BACKGROUND TC THE HUNGER STRIKE, WHICH IS THE LATEST
METHOD CHOSEN BY THE PROVISIONAL IRA TO EXPLOIT THE PRISON

CRISIS, THE PRISON PROTEST WHICH BEGAN SEVERAL YEARS AGO WwAS
INTENDED BY THE PROVISIONAL IRA TO INTENSIFY THEIR CAMPAIGN

OUTSIDE THE PRISON AND THE HUNGER STRIKE WEAPCN WAS IN TURN INTENDED

TO INSTENSIFY AND RAISE THE EFFECTS OF THE PRISON PROTEST TO A
CRUEL AND MORE DRAMATIC LEVEL.

iIT IS HARDLY NECESSARY TO DESCRIBE IN DETAIL WHAT THE EFFECTS OF
THE HUNGER STRIKE HAVE BEEN HERE AND ABROAD, WE HAVE SEEN IN ALL
PARTS OF THE ISLAND HOW THE HUNGER STRIKE GENERATES PROPAGANDA
WHICH SIMULTANEQUSLY NOT ONLY APPEALS TO EXTREMISTS BUT ALSO GAINS
SUPPORT FROM THOSE WHO ARE MOVED BY THE LOSS OF YOUNG LIVES AND THE
BEREAVEMENT OF FAMILIES,

\/JIOLENCE RELATED TO THE HUNGER STRIKE HAS OCCURED REPEATEDLY IN
NORTHERN IRELAND, HERE ALSO THERE HAS BEEN A DISGRACEFUL UPSURGE
OF VIOLENCE, DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY AND INTIMIDATION ASSOCIATED
WITH THE EVENTS IN THE MAZE PRISON CULMINATING IN A SAVAGE ATTACK

ON THE GARDA SIOCHANA IN DUBLIN ON SATURDAY, THE 18 JULY.
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ONE POINT IS LAMENTABLY CLEARs ONLY THOSE FORCES wHICH ARE PREPARED
TO USE VIOLENCE TO ATTAIN THEIR ENDS DERIVE ANY BENEFIT FROM WHAT
IS HAPPENING, THOSE FORCES wiLL BE IMPLACABLY RESISTED BY THE .
GOVERNMENT OF THIS STATE IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES TO PROTECT THE

PEACE AND THE FREE INSTITUTIONS OF THE PEOCPLE.

IN GOVERNMENT, A3 IN OPPOSITION, WE GIVE TO THE SOLUTION OF THE
PROBLEM OF NORTHERN IRELAND A HIGH PRIORITY. |IT HAS BEEN CLEAR FOR
SOME TIME THAT THE PROTEST HAS BEEN EXACERBATING THE EXISTING
PROBLEMS OF NORTHERN IRELAND, DAMAGING THE PROSPECTS OF POLITICAL
PROGRESS AND PUTTING FURTHER OFF THE DAY WHEN STABILITY AND PEACE
CAN BE ENJOYED BY ITS SUFFERING PEOPLE. |

WE MUST ALSO BE SERIOUSLY CONCERNED AT THE EFFECTS OF THE HUNGER
STRIKE IN THIS PART OF THE COUNTRY AND AT ITS POTENTIAL
EFFECTS ON ANGLO~IRISH RELATIONS,

WE ASSUMED OFFICE AT A TIME WHEN THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS HAD MADE EFFORTS TO ASSIST IN A SOLUTION AND WHEN THE |
IRISH COMMISSION FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE HAD DONE A VERY GREAT DEAL OF
WORK TOWARDS THE SAME END., ON OUR FIRST DAY IN OFFICE WE URGED ON
THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT THAT THE INITIATIVE OF THE IRISH

COMMISSION FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE BE FACILIATED, AFTER SOME DELAY
THIS WAS ACCEPTED., WE HAVE THROUGHOUT BEEN SATISFIED THAT THE
COMMISSION’S DOCUMENT, GIVEN TO THE BRITISH AUTHORITIES ON 6TH f
JULY, AFTER VERY FULL DISCUSSION WITH BOTH THEM AND THE PRISONERS |
AND REPRESENTING A DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF AN IMPROVED REGIME AFTER
THE STRIKE ENDED, FORMED AN ADEQUATE BASIS FOR A SOLUTION THAT
CONCEDED NO BASIC PRINCIPLES. |

| REGRET TO SAY THAT IT HAS BEEN CLEAR FROM THE HANDLING OF THE
PROBLEM BY THE BRITISH AUTHORITIES THAT THEIR ASSESSMENT OF THE |
GRAVITY OF THE SITUATION CREATED BY THE HUNGER STRIKE HAS NOT
CORRESPONDED WITH OURS AND THAT THEY HAVE NOT RECOGNISED THE
WELL=FOUNDED CHARACTER OF OUR CONCERNS FOR THE FURTHER CONSEQUENCES
THAT WOULD FLOW FROM ITS PROLONGATION.,

THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR FAILURE DOES NOT LIE ONLY WITH HESITATION
OR DELAY ON THE PART OF THE BRITISH .. ON THE CONTRARY, THERE 1S
NO DOUBT THAT INTRANSIGENCE WAS SHOWN ON THE OTHER SIDE JUST

WHEN |T SEEMED LIKELY THAT THE BRITISH, HOWEVER BELATEDLY,

WERE PROPOSING TO TAKE AN INITIATIVE., ON THE 18TH JULY, A
STATEMENT 1SSUED ON BEHALF OF THE PRISONERS REJECTED PREVIOUS
EFFORTS AT MEDIATION AND CALLED FOR DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS ON THE
ORIGINAL FIVE DEMANDS,
o
¥T SEEMS TO ME TO BE NO ACCIDENT THAT AS THE EFFORTS OF THE

IRISH GOVERNMENT TO HELP SOLVE THE CRISIS BECAME MORE PUBLIC, THE
EFFORTS OF THE PROVISIONAL IRA LEADERSHIP TO OBSTRUCT A SOLUTION
REDOUBLED., THE HARDENING OF THE IRA LINE THWARTED THE EFFORTS OF
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THOSE WHO HAD PRESSED FOR A HUMANITARIAN SOLUTION AND WHO INCLUDED,
AT DIFFERENT TIMES, THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS, THE IRISH COMMISSION

FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE, AND SEVERAL EMINENT CHURCHMAN., IN THWARTING
THOSE EFFORTS, THE LEADERSHIP OF THE PROVISIONAL IRA, FAR FROM
SAVING LIVES, WAS ONCE AGAIN FACING ALL THOSE CONCERNED WITH A
STARK CHOICE BETWEEN TOTAL CONCESSION TO THEIR DEMANDS AND THE
DEATHS OF FURTHER HUNGER STRIKERS,

THE PRISONERS REPRESENT THEMSELVES AS BELONGING TO A MILITARY

COMMAND STRUCTURE. IT 1S CLEAR THAT THOSE WHO ARE IN CHARGE OF

THIS STRUCTURE CAN AT ANY TIME END THE CRISIS BY ORDERING THE

HUNGER STRIKERS TO END THEIR PROTEST. THEY HAVE NOT DONE SO.

THEY CANNOT EVADE RESPONSIBILITY IN THE DEATHS OF THE HUNGER STRIKERS
ALTHOUGH THEY SEEK TO DO SO BY MANIPULATION OF THE MEDI A,

DESPITE THESE EVENTS THE EFFORTS OF THE GOVERNMENT TO HELP SOLVE
THE IMPASSE HAVE CONTINUED AND WILL CONTINUE . BESIDES ITS
NUMEROUS CONTACTS WITH NON-GOVERNMENTAL BODIES AND INDIVIDUALS OF
GOOD WILL, THIS GOVERNMENT HAS HAD ALMOST DAILY CONTACT ABOUT

THE HUNGER STRIKE WITH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT SINCE THE EVENING

OF THE 3@TH JUNE., WE HAVE CONTINUED TO PRESS THE BRITISH
AUTHORITIES TO FIND SOLUTIONS BOTH IN RELATION TO THE PROCEDURE FOR

MD SUBSTANCE OF A SETTLEMENT.

| 'Ry
THE GOVERNMENT REFUSES TO BELIEVE THAT A SOWTION CANNOT BE FOUND,
DESPITE THE DEMANDS FROM MANY WHO ARE THEMSELVES UNDERSTANDABLY
UNDER GREAT STRAIN, WE WILL NOT TAKE ACTION WHICH IS BASED ON AN
EMOTIONAL RESPONSE TO TRAGIC EVENTS AND WHICH WOULD INEVITABLY
MAKE IT MORE DIFFICULT IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO CONTRIBUTE FURTHER

TO A SOLUTION,

NO DEATH WHICH HAS OCCURRED AND NO FUTURE DEATH SHOULD BE THE
PRETEXT FOR FURTHER ACTS OF VIOLENCE, DISAPPOINTMENT AT SUCCESSIVE
SETBACKS TO OUR HOPES WILL NOT DETER THE GOVERNMENT FROM CONTINUING
ITS EFFORTS TO HELP FIND A SOLUTION BEFORE MORE YOUNG LIVES ARE

THROWN AWAY AND MORE DEATHS OCCUR IN THE STREETS OF NORTHERN I|RELAND,
ENDS
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