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Discvssion at Chaquors on
LUUSELAOT

Foth of ue ware present &t the talk on
edueation which the Frime Llnister had at
Cheguers ,:rastcma,z/ arternoon with your Seersiary
of “tove, Sir willism Pile and wr. Hudsog. Although
ihe ground covered ls refleoted accuralely i wie
&ida newolre which your Secrefary of 5taie hunded
Lo the Prire Binister, it my ba useful Lo =l down
in this lettor & few additional points whicn emerged
in the discussion.

Hursery Education

T4, wes explained teo tbg Prime Mimister that an
exparision of nursery education could bo carried out
reiatively cheaply in relatlion {0 the educsticmal
budgat a8 a whole. It was thoupht thal expencitura
of about £1C0 m. over a perlod of thres yeurs would
provide nursery sducation fop sbout 90 per cent of
vhoss whe needed it. The educational and social
penefiis of an extension .of muisery education were
also outlined.

Secondary Fducatlon

It wag poinmved out that there had besn no
Frcr: arme fop the improvemeni, of secondary school
uildings compured with thal for the lmprovoment of
Lhe primury school buildings. Secondary scrnool
buildings were more expensive. It mizin be
possible to pick owi & few of the worst sscondary
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Schools ond concentrate on them but this would
inevitably tuke some time.  The mail isaue in
secorcary education was re-organisation on cor—
prefiensive lines.  This was fo I
chiolco by local educsthion anlic LG, Lut theee
was o vroccdurs 1op loonl objections o Le ande Lo
the recretany o Crete, dirfieult iscucs hod ariron
over fthe disarppenrance ol Grammar sehools wiith a high
reputation 10 a mumbor of areas, #.g. Whytaleate,
mexicy, Chiclenurgt, barylebone, *
Kiccerninster.,  In'sorg onoos tt
objections hnd boen vory ; cacision of
the Jonal eduoation sy Lority hed rot becn arpived
at by a majerity of clected Councillors bub hed
turned on aldorsaric voios . i ihe post only a few
COMprenensive Schiencs hsg been tuwrnsd dowp malnly
an crounce that the Muildings were unsoite ta.  The

166 LiniSter ssxad whathob it could be arcusg that
icomprehensive selenas should be Licnog dovin
Ch ecucationnl grounds, The eoratary of Ctate onid
that it migat L9 possible to argus Whal & couprencnsive
“seheme would irvolve tio cisay JBAPARCE O & ubiquely’
good Crammnr cehiool and tiat tée iceal education
authority had not disclmrged the onue ol proof.  Rub
it was diirieult 1o estohlich how o CLile vonld swfne
from the irtpoductior of & corprehiensive scheme,
particulorly as educabiconal opltion, rigutly or
wrongly, woes critl stronzly in support of com relznsive
SChools, I was pgrooc Laat the b senec ol tiac
Prosent arrarfererts wen tesi, the re—orponisation of
Seeoncary etucrtion vayr o mattep top lucal govelsment
ratier tian ettuinster., IP tho nroceduwrs for loeal
objections wes alloved to trfluence policy, as opnosed
to being Simply & means ot allowing the diificuliics
of individusls to bs taken into accownt, the
Govermzent might get the wopst of both worlag,
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no ¢ifficulty about tile supply of teachors Yor thoo
whe waulc be staying lengesr at school,  Thore was
iese certainty about tie bulleings but it was thoaght
l¢ probably e rine
od cul, or whether, as at tle t
irg of the school lonving =ro
ke missed, The Ffeepotapy of Diale lalned th
Ooverreent hed no powes to Gleilnte e carriculus,
suei weerul work wad, nowever, boon dore Ly the Folcoels
Council and 1t was clonr thot thepe wepe educatlonal
beneiits for thiore wio steysd at school fop a urthor
yoar, AU preesert 91 por et of thore who legn sehoul -
at 1o pad no GOR op GEL guelaficaticn; this wal trus
af only 7 pep cest of Lose wio lelt school au 16,

igher Fducstion

If tho Fobbins principle was accopted the L
provision for hipher education would nesd tu couble” &
ovor LLo next 10 years.  T1, however, the koLbing -
principle was to be abanderec, the Goverrment would ’
need to decide what thc rew principle should bo -
the economic need for Yeonle who had peceived tertiary
education, or tie available resources. The Prime
Hiricter Sajd that e dd not reject the Robbing
principle that all those qualified for Lighsr eoucstion
should roecive 1t.  iie doubted, howevbr, winctiwr the
right view was being token of what constituted the
guclilfication for this purpose. Therc was wicespread
arciet: thet insufficiont attertion was beipg noid to
properlng the loacers of the future, i.e, those con-
cornet with policy lorsmulation in inductry and
Covertaent, ThHe rronch system had unuoubtedly
procuced powd rosultz,  Althoush management ecucstion
hnd exparced in rpitain in recent years, the reculis
had been clsappointing.
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There was a foar that further expansion of highdr
educuniden would affect guuality, The Prims Minister
said that he also felt Lhat resources in higher
esducation were wasted by allowing too much teaching
and stucy of subjects which ware neither relevont
nor eble to provide a proper iotellectual discinlire.
It wes agresd that it ws important, in planning the
future davelnmment, of hisher education, 40 make sure
that the two olements in Lhe *pLnary Systom" sutih
had their owm clear and saparats objectives,

Students® tnions

The Saecratary of State explained that she bad
now dslayed for a yeap the introduction of new
arrangerenta l'op the [insnging of studsnte' uaisns,
A new solution would have to De worked out widch
would satisfy three principles - that thora should
ne longer be an oper—ended coomltment, ihat the
students® unions should hoave proper rulss, and that
they should be agcountable.

Sehool Milk co e ‘ .

The Secretary of State ssid that she thought
that the best solution would be to give loeal
authorities the powsr L0 spend the product of a rats
of #p per head on such matiers as the aupply cof
school milk, without a‘g.tract.in% the rate support - .
Erant.. But she recognised thal the Secra%of
State for \Lhe Epvircnment saw comsiderable difficulty

in this proposal.

P. H, Halsey, Esg., M.V.0.
Départant, VI Baneation and fclenca.
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THE SITUATION IN CDUCATION S

AIDE-MEMOIRE BY SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EDUCATION

1. Tables A>& B summarise how much money is being spent on iha
main sectars Jf educaticn, and the numbers of pu;’:ils,E gtudents
and teachers invalved,.both-now and five years hence.

i Some of the problems facing us are cuncerned with
déplo}ment of resources, but some are polltlcal Educationzal
issues have. become much more sen51t1ve, polltlcally, than they
were even five years ago. There are many articulate and well .
organised pressure groups which get 'a ready heafing from the
press and the médid..~ Manﬁ'carry no responsibility fcr making
fthe system wurk,ibut are very ready to condemn govérnm;nt
pelicies and their execugion.

3 My pé\\‘ers are linj;ted, I can control capital, but not
current, expenditure by local edﬁcatioﬁ a@tharitics, ad ﬁhe
block capital ‘and récurrent grants‘to the U.G.C., thougﬁ néu
their detailed distribution hetween universities; T havé ne
control, and only Limited'influence,-over what' is tauéht and how
it is taughet, The-lscal educat ion authorfties and the
univeﬁfities, between them, have direct responsibility_for
running virtually_ali educational institutions. They-have

‘wide fraedom of aéﬁion I am somewhat npprehenalvc about
Peter Walker's intentlon to give lohal authorities even greﬁtcr‘
flnanCLal dlscre iom,

L4 Neﬁertheless, since Lhe Government took office there has

been a continued expansion of sducational facilitles, a big

switch -of capital resources.to the primary schools, and

inguiry into téachér training nas been instituted (t
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géporz will be published very shortly). We havé also done
§cmetﬁip for uﬂe D1 ect Crant SCHools only cone pre—
elaction commitmenk remains to be Annleme ted - the Chpunbl IS
of nursery edﬁ:ation, '
_5 This year the following issues will have pqliticaf
implications — ; . . .
(1) " Bchool Milk We still have to find & way of
s . neutralising tﬁe ill—effects af* last yeé}‘s CONLIGVEray.
Policf on schoél meals and milk will cowtirue‘tu he
_very sensitive, The further lncrease in the cost of
the 5ch001 dlnner in Aprll 1973 will reopen the dedate,

C(ii) Teacher Traln;ng
Report will Le controversial,

”,Tﬁe recommendat fons of the James

(iii} Students uynion Funds, We cannot expsch & very o
i -t
selution,
(iv) ROSLA The irndications are that, the raizing ol the

school -leaving age later this yaar will go ofT

N - . -

reasonably well,. DBub ‘we must expect difficulvics in
. -

some areas over truancy and misbehaviour,

P
(v) Mo _secondarv school improvements There Is bound to be

‘¢ontinued triticism until ﬁe can nilsw & modest level

;6 improvemgnts to secéndary schools, It need act 59.
- on the scale of the primary improvements programme, ;,
{vi} Tescher Supply.: For the first time since the war

this is now buo#ant and will remain so. 'How long we
should go on gi@iﬁg top priority to improving school
_étaffing standards will De & growing point of

educational controversy.
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(vii) Higher Education During 1972 we shall have Lo

Cix the level ol university grants Tor e noext

quinquennium, This involves taking a view

the rate of expansion that we an afford, and the

bulance between the wniversity and lacal
sectors,

G, I'would select two issues as being of pre-eminent

~'political impértance at the present time —

(i} ¥ursery Educatien , This is my biggest
ocutstanding prablem in rescurce allocation, We

..shall have falled if, within the life of this .
Governmenf, we have not taken a substantial
initiative ix the provision of nursery education,
This means something more, and more widdsprend,

than the Urbam Progradme can srovids. Moreover

. .
the greéesent restrictions on admission of uncer fiv

LG, schools are. unenforceable and are

(ii) Sécondarv School Orzanisat 1ot The prcvioug

Goverament épplied as ruch pressure as it could to
local education autherities to .get them to
reorganise }econdary education on compreéhensive
lines. We have said {DES Circular 10/70) that we
shall leave them free to decide how to organise,

But many authorities still w;nt to go COmp;ehcnsive.
As a result a number of propasals i’whﬁch reéquire ¢
™y statucory appfoval) have béen submitced which
invelve the loss of identity of an existing.
gramﬁaf school, usvally through o mefgcr wilth

another school to make 2 comprehensive, Some




Cgvernment'supporters, iﬁ Parliament and oﬂcsica,

are uneasy about thig. But many of our own LOCQl
councils are runaing with the comp“ehun51ve tide,

The question is what sort of balance should re’
_struck between defending existing granmar bcﬁools and
‘l:leavxng Yoéal EGUCﬂtLOR authorities free to make

'thelr_pwn dqc;slpns? T o \“

Bepartment ef Educat;cn and Sc1ence
ll January 1972
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__ " EDUCATIONAL EXPENDETURE
e ; o o 1971 Survey Pricos
S P 1971-72 . : 1975-76
g million | % of total £ million - % of total
! o ol ) :

m ST TR 23.2 - IEPY. & A ). |
682 Coes | s 1 290
further Educa ion L o : P S y I i
(\‘n‘s&-Ad\.:anced) 8z L 708 : L2130y TE |
ien) Educi 636 b 213 Lo ysy 25-8 i
' . . . N i
T 345 oo L5 376 : 13.9 i
{ : . i i i
v 2,405 © | clooo i . 2,714 10000

»

; (L) England only
England -and. Wales

%Y ‘England and Wales for Advanced Further Education and
“Teacher Training.  Great Britain for UnlveI‘SlthS :

4) Special Schools échooi Meals and Milk, Adm:.m.strat.mn LEng‘lafnd]

Youth Service (Eng.l.and and Wales),
.
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EDUCATION

PUPLL, STUDEN’I; AND TE,’-\CH‘ER NUMDBLER - FORECASTS

Thousands

G T 1 1970-7g L D9T2-T5. 197574 1 L9475 1975-76

-PRIMARY ﬁCHOOLS(l)

i % thlls ' B 4,820 -.-4,868‘ 4,345' 4, 807\ 147 ‘
‘ 1Feachers/ I 185 . ‘-193 . 197 B 198 % 2.09 ‘
;SECONDARY SCHOOLs[l} e R . .

Ctmipils . o314 005,200 ] 3,549 |0 56880 | 3,750

Teachgrs  - : i7 181 - 194 209 221

URTHER ‘EDUCAT 10 (%)
ﬂNopuAdvanned) .

tudénts (full- . ;
wtame equ;valeﬂts): 566 580 b Cs4E | 48 566

HIGHER ,EDUCATION( )

" Vstuaengs {fall— .~ ‘ ,
v time equzvalents) .

& Advdngkd Further

J‘l

-Educ Ciont 123 | 133 141 149 - 139 i
. . R ]
‘VTeac er Tramning 114 - - 116 118 121 : 1a2 |
292

‘Univegsit;es_ re o] 2380 ] 247 259 274

No tes. .
B {l) England only

'%j"'(z) England ang Wales

:{3) Englang and Wales for Advanced Further Education and
‘. Teacher Training, Grea: Brihain for Un;ver:lties

(4) Spegial Schools: Sehook Meals and Milk, Administration
. (England) Youth Service (England and “ales).




ACADEMIC YEARS :
S | l o 198L/2]
+1961/2 0197041 1976/7 | A B | ¢
ullatife and N l[ : ‘ . i
sndwichiplaces . i P 3
‘Universities - 125 228 310 b7 325 ] 3504400 {400-430,
“‘advanced-Fusthar - . i .
JEducation- . 26 94 I500.1) " . L .
- College of‘ Edueation 43 125 130 ) 325 450-400 | 00-550
S TOTAL - - 1927, 445 590 - %50 sog i . looo
¢ . b ) b s 5 )
p. Full\i g R S !
- equit 4leit- o‘i‘ : o o
; par‘t-tnners -22 32 402 45 ‘ 50 35
. . | - .
| t i
b . Oppqrturhty rates’ i ! i
o L, abeove ' ¥ 1 H
expr‘esaed as. i= i - f
. . i -
. N ; - o i .
§a) s oningisged L om | sopg il seR o soE | se | um
quallhed I R i |
Cavge BG4 HYC B e A i
us:.ng latest’” 1 o L i
Trojects for -0 - . ; Co b
schogl lle'_aver_{? i ! . E i
{b) tiome entry-aged - o i u T
under 217as. % of 18 o . . - ; oy )
F'véar old agé group % ; 14% .18% ‘L ©18% [ 22% ; 27%
. . S | C i i :
iRl * ! Lo 3 H i
L. Expenditure .em : S o ] j
.(fcr 1. +°2 H 267 i 633 B20 "t 940 E 1220 H 1640
. I P L . . !
. Growth rates % o, a, i : | H
Higher: . oo i i e
Educatdon’ . N / % 5 : A
/1% 0 - ' : IS
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