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C O N F I D E N T I A L 


Qa 04302 


To: MR LANKE^TER 


F r o m : SIR K ENNETH B E R R I L L 


The F u t u r e Role of BNOC 


f 

I . I understand that at the lunch on Sunday the C h a i r m a n of BP 

may hope to have a s h o r t w o r d w i t h the P r i m e M i n i s t e r on the f u t u r e 

r o l e of BNOC j u s t to r e g i s t e r that BP has a c o n s i d e r a b l e i n t e r e s t i n 

the r e m i t under which BNOC w i l l be w o r k i n g i n the y e a r s ahead. He 

would hope that b e f o r e d e c i s i o n s a r e taken BP could put t h e i r p o i n t of 

view p r i v a t e l y at the highest l e v e l . ( T h e i r m a i n con c e r n i s that BNOC's 

t r a d i n g o p e r a t i o n s should not become too grand i o s e and too w o r l d w i d e . ) 


2. The Dep a r t m e n t of Energy is w o r k i n g h a r d on the f u t u r e r o l e of 

BNOC and the issues w i l l be put before M i n i s t e r s c o l l e c t i v e l y v e r y soon. 

The a i m is to keep BNOC's a m b i t i o n s w i t h i n bounds and at the same t i m e 

to keep a v a i l a b l e f o r HMG a v e h i c l e which w i l l help ensure U n i t e d Kingdom 

s e c u r i t y of supply and w h i c h may be needed to trad e w i t h Governments 

which i n s i s t on dealing on an i n t e r - g o v e r n m e n t basis. The CPRS i s 

in touch w i t h t h i s work. S i r David Steel could be t o l d that i f he wants 

to express v i e w s he should do so q u i c k l y and, p r e s u m a b l y , to M r H o w e l l 

(or to the P r i m e M i n i s t e r h e r s e l f ) . 


I am sending a copy of t h i s m i n u t e to Si r John Hunt. 


11 October 1979 
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