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Herewith a copy of the Article which I nave

written for our Association Year hook, at which you

glanced last eveninp.
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ThP Eattle for L'2e. Falkland Islands will rrove to be

a major turning ooint in Britain's post-war his.t-cry. Its

fullsignificane cannot yet be But alraty the


crisis, with its pain and its Tride, its fort.ie wooits

suffering has made the nation co:-:scicus of ezicns stren:


which have been siubering, although not asleep, fe-r !-ny

For nearly three months, our domestic anxieties ap;..eLred mundanF,.

Because of the Camr:,aign in the South Atlantic, the Erander and

mere heroic themes of national life coLild be disc'ussd,  nact-

more, without ombarrassment.

The Falkland's conflict, 6,000 mils away, it is tru,

a,ake:id a reil snse of n-tinal unity. -Z.se

Task Force were a true cross-see:ion of -t1.1-

sad that it took a loati=le to remind us brow .(fle7-) is cur

unity and hc,w 7tm,,-Ily felt is ol:r 7:;:ut it ±,.s


real nonetheless; and once ox.-;-erienced I twi I not

orEott en.

-thec fib:

1 cHc-':er.hir.,. :-:any, who had Leon eithc.r oi cm

the coL



the first time. ',Fre may ref:Hncl.

cf. the of a

an te day followi= the Arcenti7.-.e invsion durin,: the

rpency 1)obate in the Hone a of

1_ sid

"The P-rime Minister , sh:ortly after she can:e ,r,to

office, received a souhriuet as thc "Iron La,dy".

It arose in the ccntJxt of rei-Larks which sh,::

about defence F-Eainst thc :3ovet Union nab its

but there was no reason to Et.:11C that the iht

Hcn.our:ible Lady did not welr-nme ardd,

pride in that description. In the nfr_xt week or two

this House, the notion and the Rifht LLyily


herself will lern of w:hatnatal sha is

Eleven weeks later, on 17th Jnne 1?S2,

!,finister's uestions, Mr. Enoch Pcell followed. up his earlir

stteiLent -rith thisustion:-

"Is the Ri,i-ht Ec-nourae Lady aware tht the recrt

has now been received from the public =.;.,-.a7vst :-71.1 a

certain substance, recc.-ritly ,,-.,_jcterd to

and tht I have obtained a c.o.y of the re7;ort? It

shows that the substn.ce 1=der tcst c==,istec` aYf

frrous :77,tler of t'le hi ahst cuTility, Th_t it

of exceptMnal tensile stre-n=7th, is hi,ly

tcr anJ to

k 17,7)7



The S7rinL of 9-.2 was the 1.:'1:FT: t±

has. L7rIS

in store, nothinE can take away from her 7hose

of coure and persistenf-e fo7- whch n7itin cries o7.itin

time of tr,Dtable. Her 7,:ership in

ways and in many forms by her fellow countryen, military

and civilian, involved in the conflict.

The Tf,attle in the .7;outh _..tlantic has h..in.teed

natinal prde. .,s-c all felt a ET1o,w of af_7-irt tar. at the

heroism of Colonel "E" and of others.

Thatcher is now the most fory:lidable noliticl

figure of her generation - twelve years younger than

Toc,t and five years younger than hr. P.oy Jenkins.

'.-:"ithin two years the Govrn:T..nt will seek a new

mandate from the Eritish people.

Long 1)efore the Falkland Islnds filled our thoun rs,

.2:seth.inz.very- was heninc in Iritii.sh itics.

The Government, after three yers of strugie in

increasinr:ly difficult world conditions, was IteE-inninf to recovr

in the 0pi7Aon 7021s ;.ird in. -1-11blic

L55t Autumn, the rise of the S.D.P. was the h6t

People even hean to talk of the posility that thr E.D.P.

',.771.d he the 1=-,.rgist Prty in the next - of Ccl_cns. Tht

early in 1P2, in th.: fa76us of Shirley

had 1.urst a bit". So'=,- the atrr:,c-,ion of v



idecis:Lon had 1-_Dun to fad,:,-,; h

tO fl.--rh the le

Th-is is hardly surprisin. and TT1re, in

1-stborne and elsewhere, ,,.7ec.)7le want IDritainl

	

:e7lected by successive Gover=ents for so 7 7:3

be tackled decisively, consistently, persistently and eourhLoasly.

Of course it would have been possible for this C.,,over.-1..t.

trade union political pL)wer on rrc:wing. the

country s-aid, quite clearly, that thinys had too fr.

CT course it would have been possible to have allc-,,.=2d

inflation to go on clirr:bing, funded by. Frowing

and borrowing. But the country said, quite clearly, that it

wanted both inflation and borrowing down. And down they are.

We will T.,ersc,vere on that delilTertely chosen  •

Of corse it would have been possible to have left

thE Stte sector in its unnaturally enl=.rged cc:iditicTn with

f-eo

of the nation's life. But here, to, the d::..o.hd for r.:!(1.-27:_i

ohanj.P was insistent.

	

C-Lf corse it would hcvç Leen -2cssible to ho,.ve
7 • -

over-manning to go on and to :-)eretuate the ilyth that sr,,c:Low

we can strike our way towards Frosp-.arity. Eut today thero is

a growi rE-co=itdon thLt it is not virt17,-)es, to

allcw three lilen to do zhe work of two.



CoT.—onsense idealism ant our ref.° nti

e=bine to this an cr;e o'f• reform and nct of fo:1

that means settinp very firm objectives and stickine to ti,e71,

even at a hi,5-,h price. It m-:ans 77,ersevrinF- were is

involved and especially in areas where ar.7_?e:!.ent hoe:dted

and corroded the values which, in cur hearts, we know to 1:e true.

During the lifetime of this Pa7-liamcnt, our reclve

will not weaken. The GoveInnent will not wavr. To do so,

would be to betray the deenPst instincts of the Iritish

And when the next }-:lection co;T;es, we will bave laid

the tronlest foundation which we have known since 1

which to advance upon the formidable social and economic prdeblems

which have been our bitter leEacy and which a new Tory re-rorzlin,e,

adminisLration in the r:liddle .,and late c('--

overcome.


