
PRIME MINISTER 


VISIT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 


You are due t o v i s i t the Department of Energy at 1430 
tomorrow. We have s e t a s i d e 2\ hours f o r t h e v i s i t . I have 
a r r a n g e d f o r you t o have a meeting w i t h t h e S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e , 
Mr. Lamont (Mr. Hamish Gray and Mr. Moore are unable t o be 
p r e s e n t ) , the Permanent S e c r e t a r y and s i x o t h e r s e n i o r o f f i c i a l s . 
T h i s meeting c o u l d c o n t i n u e as l o n g as you wished, but I have 
ar r a n g e d f o r you t o meet a c r o s s - s e c t i o n of more j u n i o r s t a f f 
over t e a from 4 o ' c l o c k onwards. The meeting w i l l be i n 
Mr. H o w e l l ' s room, and t h e t e a i n the room of the Permanent 
S e c r e t a r y ( S i r Jack Rampton). 

I a t t a c h : 


F l a g A - a note from Mr. Howell o u t l i n i n g t h e main 

energy i s s u e s f a c i n g the Government. 


F l a g B - a note by S i r Kenneth B e r r i l l which r a i s e s a 

number of q u e s t i o n s . 


F l a g C - a note from t h e C a b i n e t O f f i c e 


F l a g D - S i r John Hunt's o r i g i n a l b r i e f i n g note. 


F l a g E - a l i s t of the pe o p l e whom you w i l l meet. 


I t h i n k you w i l l f i n d Mr. H o w e l l ' s note p r e t t y t h i n , and 

i t f a i l s t o s e t out a c l e a r t i m e t a b l e - which we had asked f o r 
f o r b r i n g i n g the v a r i o u s i s s u e s f o r w a r d f o r c o l l e c t i v e 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n . You w i l l want t o ask Mr. H o w e l l t o expand on t h e 

i s s u e s i n h i s note; and you w i l l then no doubt want t o q u e s t i o n 

him and h i s o f f i c i a l s . Ken B e r r i l l ' s note p r o v i d e s a v e r y 

u s e f u l q u a r r y f o r such q u e s t i o n i n g ; h i s note and the C a b i n e t O f f i c e 

note a t F l a g C suggest t h a t the Department needs t o c o n c e n t r a t e 

i t s mind f a s t and c l e a r l y on a number of key i s s u e s . I t would 
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be good i f you c o u l d e s t a b l i s h a s u i t a b l e sense of urgency 

i n t he Department, and make i  t c l e a r t h a t you want papers on 

a l l the i s s u e s mentioned by Mr. Howell - as w e l l as the 

i n t e r e s t r e l i e f g r a n t i s s u e mentioned i n t h e C a b i n e t O f f i c e 

b r i e f - to be c o n s i d e r e d by M i n i s t e r s c o l l e c t i v e l y ; and a l l 

t h i s b e f o r e t h e summer r e c e s s at the ve r y l a t e s t . 


17 May 1979 



