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The Rt Hon David Ennals MP ‘
Secretary of State for Social Services
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Meeting of the
European Council

in Rome

25-26 March

Indian Elections

CONFIDENTIAL

l. The Cabinet were informed of the buginess to be taken in
the House ci Commons during the following week.

o THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEAILTH SECRETARY said
that one issue which would prove difficult at the meeting of the
European Council due to be held in Rome on 25-26 March concerned
the possible representation of the Community at the meeting of the
Downing Street Summit on 7-8 May and in particular the possibility
that Mr Roy Jenking might attend as Pregident of the Commigsion,
When the Council of Ministers (Foreign Affairs) had discussed this
question on 8 March the French had been isolated in opposing the
representation of the Community as such (that is by the Presidency
of the Community and Ly the President of the Commigsion) at the
London Summit, Since then there had teen a growing chorus of
protest irom the smaller Member States, in particular the Benelux
countries, and the hope had been expressed that the French line
might change after their municipal elections, But the French
Foreign Minister had made it clear 10 him that French opposition
was firm and this had been confirmed by 4 meseage the previous day
from President Giscard to the Prime Minister maintaining French
opposition in uncompromising terms, While, therefore, it was our
duty as the Presidency to try and promote agreement it would be
most undegirable to let the atmosphere of the forthcoming Eurcopean
Council be soured by prolonged argument over an issue which,
though important, was not a major one.

In discusgsion it was suggested that there would now be advantage in
inducing the smaller Mamber States to recognise the hardening of
French opinion and the risk in thege circumptances that a row at
the European Council would only be counter-productive and distract
from major and substantive isgues such as unemployment and the
wozrld economic situation,

In a brief discussion on the outcome of the Indian election, it was
noted that according to the latest information Mr Desai wasp likely
to be the new Prime Minister, Although now an old man he still
combined determination and high moral purpose with authoritarian
views and financial conservatism. It was however too early to
form a reliable judgment of the policies of the new Indian
Government: and it might be several months before theae became
clear. Indeed it was arguable that the Janata Party might not hold
together for long. We had welcomed the new Governmant 'bui; we
should not turn our backs on Mrs. Gandhi, who had to some extent
been misrepresented and of whom we had probably not heard the last

in Indian politics,
The Cabinet ~

Took note. ;
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