
On b e h a l f of my two Parl i a m e n t a r y 

c o l l e a g u e s and myself I wish to make an 

urgent request to you f o r a meeting about 

S e c u r i t y i n Northern I r e l a n d . 


I e n c l o s e a statement which my 

Party has j u s t made on H.M.G's proposals 

f o r Northern I r e l a n d . T h i s statement e x p l a i n s 

our request f o r a S e c u r i t y meeting. 
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The Democratic U n i o n i s t P a r t y has not only the w i l l but the 

determination to see t h a t a proper form of devolved Parliament 

and Government are e s t a b l i s h e d i n Northern I r e l a n d . 

The Party b e l i e v e s t h a t only such a Government can safeguard 

the f u t u r e of the province w i t h i n the United Kingdom, and t h a t 

any t i n k e r i n g w i t h l o c a l Government would be a mere cosmetic 

e x e r c i s e . Any l o c a l c o u n c i l reform should be the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of 

devolved government. 

U n l i k e the O f f i c i a l U n i o n i s t s the D.U.P, i s not prepared to s e t t l e 

f o r the proposal on mere l o c a l c o u n c i l reform i n the Tory manifesto. 

We welcome the f a c t t h a t Her Majesty's Government are a l s o 

determined to seek an a c c e p t a b l e way of r e s t o r i n g to the people 

of Northern I r e l a n d more c o n t r o l over t h e i r own a f f a i r s , and to 

devolve powers of government a t present e x e r c i s e d from Westminster. 

The Democratic U n i o n i s t Party b e l i e v e s t h a t the f i r s t t h i n g t h a t 
needs to be done i s to r e - e s t a b l i s h confidence i n the b a l l o t box, 
and t h e r e f o r e puts c l e a r l y on re c o r d t h a t any steps towards the 
establishment of a devolved government must be seen to have the 
approval through the b a l l o t box of the m a j o r i t y of the U l s t e r people 
They a r e p e r f e c t l y prepared to accept the c h a l l e n g e t h a t was put 
to the people of Scotland and Wales, the cha l l e n g e of a referendum 
r e q u i r i n g a bO$> m a j o r i t y . 
We a l s o welcome the c l e a r statement of the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e on 

b e h a l f of the Government t h a t the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r Northern 

I r e l a n d and i t s f u t u r e r e s t s w i t h the people of Northern I r e l a n d , 

the Parliament of the United Kingdom and the Government of the 

United Kingdom, and t h a t the Government of the South of I r e l a n d 

w i l l not be included i n any t a l k s on devolved government. T h i s i s 

both the l e g a l and r i g h t a t t i t u d e and must be maintained. 

The e l e c t e d members f o r Northern I r e l a n d i n the United Kingdom 

Parliament must be given t h e i r proper p l a c e i n any c o n s u l t a t i o n . 

I f , as has been suggested by the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e , t h a t the t a l k s 

should only be among the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the Democratic U n i o n i s t 

Party, the O f f i c i a l U n i o n i s t P a r t y , the A l l i a n c e P a r t y and the 
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S.D.L.P. then a Party l i k e the A l l i a n c e Party, which has no 

e l e c t e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s a t Westminster, i s going to f i n d i t s e l f 

i n a more fav o u r a b l e p o s i t i o n than e l e c t e d U n i o n i s t members of 

Parliament l i k e Mr James K i l f e d d e r and Mr John Dunlop. Such a 

p o s i t i o n i s b a s i c a l l y wrong and i s not acc e p t a b l e to the Democratic 

U n i o n i s t P a r t y . Hence my i n s i s t e n c e i n the House of Commons t h a t 

the C o n s u l t a t i v e Document which i s to s e t f o r t h a l t e r n a t i v e s and 

a l s o the Government's proposals f o r d i s c u s s i o n s should be r e f e r r e d 

to the Northern I r e l a n d Committee of the House, on which a l l members 

from Northern I r e l a n d s e r v e . Of course the House of Commons i t s e l f 

should have the opportunity as a whole to c o n s i d e r the C o n s u l t a t i v e 

Document. The Democratic U n i o n i s t Party would then favour a 

properly e l e c t e d Conference of the people of Northern I r e l a n d to 

co n s i d e r the C o n s u l t a t i v e Document; people w i t h a mandate and not 

people who a r e non- e l e c t e d . P a r l i a m e n t a r y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s have a l r e a d y 

a mandate to c o n s i d e r matters t h a t are w i t h i n the competence of the 

Parliament, but non-elected members, we f e e l s t r o n g l y , are not the 

people to c o n s i d e r the f u t u r e of Northern I r e l a n d . 

We welcome the f a c t t h a t the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e , speaking on b e h a l f 

of the Government, did not o v e r r u l e the sugges t i o n t h a t a t the end 

of the day the whole matter should be r e f e r r e d to a referendum of a l l 

the people of Northern I r e l a n d . 

The Democratic U n i o n i s t P a r t y f e e l s t h a t i f any C o n s t i t u t i o n i s 

going to s t i c k , i t i s not going to s t i c k through any Parliamentary 

e l e c t i o n or through a Parl i a m e n t a r y m a j o r i t y as a r e s u l t of such an 

e l e c t i o n but by a vote on the p r i n c i p l e by the whole of the people of 

Northern I r e l a n d , p o l i t i c a l p e r s o n a l i t i e s thus being l e f t a s i d e . 

I f the people of Northern I r e l a n d i n such a referendum give t h e i r 

approval to the C o n s t i t u t i o n presented to them, then i t i s up to 

every democratic p o l i t i c i a n to work t h a t system t h a t has been chosen 

and approved of by the people. 

There i s , however, one p r i o r i t y c o n s i d e r a t i o n and that i s the 

s e c u r i t y of Northern I r e l a n d . The Democratic U n i o n i s t Party i s f i r m l y 

on record as being f a r from s a t i s f i e d w i t h the present s t a t e of 

a f f a i r s i n the s e c u r i t y f i e l d . The present Government has f a i l e d the 

people of U l s t e r i n t h i s v i t a l matter. 

The P a r t y approves f u l l y the D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l ' s r e s o l u t i o n on s e c u r i t y 

and i n f a c t has tab l e d that r e s o l u t i o n i n Westminster. So f a r only the 

Democratic U n i o n i s t members have signed t h a t r e s o l u t i o n . 
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U.D.U.P 


The D e m o c r a t i c U n i o n i s t P a r t y a r e now aslciry; f o r an immediate 

m e e t i n g w i t h t h e P r i n o " i n i s t e r on the n u e s t l o n of n o r t h e r n I r e l a n d ' s 

s e c u r i t y . I f a s the r e s u l t of ?;hat nee t i n e t h e y a r e s a t i s f i e d 

t h a t Her M a j e s t y ' s " o v c n i n e n t a r e r e a l l y g o E j g to t a k e d e c i s i v e 

s t e p s i n t he s e c u r i t y f i e l d , t h e P a r t y w i l l be p r e p a r e d to -play i t s 

f u l l p a r t a l o n e t h e l i n e s i n d i c a t e d i n t h i s s t a t e m e n t . 



