PRESS OFFICE BULLETIN  romay date: 12 Juliz 1979

-p-w-.( ATITIT O I/ s
I_". A i Wpl v La0 D NULE Uz o

In his statement to the House this afterncon, the Lord
Privy Seal mentioned that the Prime Minisier had sent a message
tc the Prime Minister of Malaysia, Datuk Hussein Orm, about
the hoat Peop]e_ (CO}‘:}‘ of statement attached),

We can confirm that the Prime Minister has sent & message
today through dipiomatic channels to the Malaysien Prine
Minister appealing for the maintensnce of humenitarien policies
towards the refugees fron Indo-China. Ve are not revesling
the text of the Prime Minister's message but that is the
thrust of it.

In general, as Sir Ian Gilmour's statement makes clear,
we have urged interested Goverrments to support cur propcsal
for an international conference to deal with the problem of
Indo-Chinese refugees and have asked other countries tc consider
meking additional offers of help and to hring their influence
te bear on the Goverrment of Vietnam to abandon policies which
cause s0 much hardship for the refugees and for other ccuntries
in the aree,

FURTHER MESSAGE TO DR. WAIDHEI!M

Sir Tan Gilmour's statement also says that the Prime
Minister is sending & further message tc Dr. Waldheim. For
your information, this message has nct yet been sent but is
still being cleared with the Prime lfinister. So we can only
say that the Prime Minister is expected to send s further
messzge to Dr. Waldheim about Indo-Chinese refugees. Cur
position remains that we think a special conference should be
convened urgently to deal with this problem.

CVA



_ 18 June 1979

TO BE CHEzkep

AGAINST DELIVERY

B

B8Y PRIVATE NOTICE

*La Mr Peter Shore (Tower Hamlets, Stepney and Poplar): To
ask tile Lord rrivy Seal, whether fcllowing his
discussions with the Government of Hong Kong ard the
recent, statements made by the Malaysizan Governmsnt he wiil
meke & Iurther statement of Government policy on the
plight of refugees from Vietnam.

SIX IAN GILMOUR

Tne House is aware thst my right honcurable Friend
The Prime Minister, vproposed to the United Nations Secretary-
General on the 3lst of May that a special conference should
be convened urgently under his auspices to deal with
the protlem of the Indo-Chinese refugees. The need to
convene the conference soon has greatly increased since
the proposal was made. My right honouretle Friend is
sending a further message to Dr Waldheim, in the light
of the most recent events, and has sent a message to the

Prime Minister of Malaysia.

e have urged interested governments to support our

proposal, to consider themselves making additional offers



of help, and to bring their influence to bear on the
Government of Vietnam to abandon the policies which

are causing so much hardship for the refugees and for
Hong Kong and the South-East Asian countPies where

they land. My honourable Friend the Minister of State

for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs is now in

Geneva for talks with the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees, on whom responsibility rests for protecting

and assisting refugees.
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This morning mw{honourable and noble Fiiend has
discussed the cenvening of the conference with the French ;
Foreisn Minister in Paris, who indicated to him that the
French Government like others 6f the Nine, support our

nDroposals.



