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1, Hinutes of the 1i5ti meeting.
2. Future Dusiness.

3. PFortheoning events,

4, -Pirect laboure

5.~ Caubridge by-election date,
6. Any other business,
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" LEADERS QONFVLTAYIVE GRMITTEE

Minutes of the 136th Meeting held at 5,00 pem.
on Wednesday, 3rd Novedbiér, 1976 in the’ -
‘Leadér '8 Room at the House of  Commong

Preaents . Mra. Margeret Thatcher (in the Cheir) -

n ‘Stevas, Mt
'yon, M- Maude :
Buchanafi=

x B Dars Atkgpe: oY
In Attendances  Mr., Speed, Mr. Butler, Mr, Stanley,
Mr. Patten, Mr. Hooson, Mr. Nicholson

Apologies? Mr, Whitelaw, Sir Geoffrey Howe,
. Lord Hailshgm, Lord Thorneyeroft
1, sed inesy for the Week fth -~ 15t bery 1976

on Monday, Sth November there would be Three Time-table
Motions: on Lords Amendments to the Rent (Agriculture) BALL
and the Education Bill (Mr. Pe{ton); on Lords Amendments to
the Health Services Bill and the Dock Work ation Bill
(Mr. Jenlin) and. on the Afrcraft and Shipbuilding Industries
Bi11 {(Mr. Heseltine); end a debate on the Green Paper on &
Proposed New Highway Code (M. Fowler and Mr. Fryls

On Tuesday, 9th November Mr. Antheny Steen would aeek
leave to introduce his Urban Atd {Affirmative Action) Bill wunder
the 10 Minute Rule. This would be followed by Lords ats
to the Educatiom Bill (Mr. St. John Stevas and Cesm}.: :

. On.Wednesday, 10th November Mr. Clement Freud would seck
leave to introduce his Shops (Sunday Trading) Bill umder the
10 Minute Rule, This would be followed by lowds Amendments

to the Dock Work Regulation Bill (Mr, Prior and team).

On Thursday, 11th November there would be Lords Amendments
to the Adreraft and Shipbuilding Industries Bill. :

On Friday, 12th November there would be the Remaining
Stages of the Supplementary Bemefit Bill (Lords) [Mr. Awdry).
Thiz would be followed b{aexempced business for 1% howrs on the
Comnission Documents on Lawyers (R/2133/75 and R%ETGI?&)

(Sir Michael Havers) and exempted business for 1 s on tha
Gommission Documents on Road Worthiness Tests (R/1705/72 and
Rf1614/76, and by a motiocn on an amendwent to Standing Order

. Nos73A to allow Commission Documents to be considered for 2% hours
vhen debated in a Standing Committee on Statutory Instruments.




On Monday, 15th November there would be a motion on the
Endowments and éiabe'-‘dm:chjhuure- e

2, tteve Atisifg onfusinees . 7
s YL . . .

fhere was & discussfon:of certain points .and the follewing

was Hgsﬁz-
. ST T T f

{1) We should seek to praBerve dur’tight to vote = if wa 8o
wished ~ onreach pf the Lords A ts which the Government
would recomnend theCommbne Lo reject.

LR oy, .
11) oo the Stapding. (rder No.% debate on the following day
{ln:.h Hovember) on ;ﬂ%m&?;im; dippute-in the Post Office,

Mre Prior, wms invifed to, consult with Sir Micheel Havers on the
legal aspect of the dlépute. We ghould criticise the Goverrment
for their inaction and refterate that it wes the duty of the
Poat Office and its sponsor Minister to ensure delivery of
mail, and we should vote on the matter unless the Goverrment
“were able to glve satisfactory dsuurences,

3. relgy Affsiye

Mei Maudling reported on the results of the American
Election and His contdacts with certain of Mr. Carterts advisers,
It was moted that Mrs, Thatcher had sent a telegram of
congratuiations to Mr. Carter.

4, Mpuse of lords

Lord Carrington was invited to communicate to his front
bench ‘colleagues in the Lords the Shadow Cabinet's dee
sppreciation of their work. in ensuring the rejection ¢ the
British Transport Docks (Felixstowe) Bill and in making extensive
amendments to the controversial Govermment Bills which Chey
were currently consldering.

5, Direct Labour ’ .

Sir Keith Joseph raised the stion of certain
representaticns made { the Fedaration of Civil Eagineers on
the subject of the activitles of Local Government direct labour
departments. - There was a discussion and the follewing pointa

were grrged:

(1) . Speea_w:r..thrt:he assistance of the Research
Department would preparé a list of previous statements made
by our epokesmen in the Commons and the Lotrds on this question.

(i1} .We should investigate evidence of the use of direct .
tabour departments in the fields of electricity and f‘“ supply
(1f necessary by approaching nationalised chalzmen direct) and
Mre Biffen was invited to consider whether a speech or statement
on this question would be appropriate.



6. t St £ Pold 123

The peper on this au.bzai:t by Sir Keith Joseph and
Mr. Maude G (76) 54) sl d be circulated to the Shadow
Cabinet in time for the next meating.

7e Elact
There wae a short discossion and At wame eed that a
£inal decisiot would ba made in the light o rasults of the

three by-electioms the folleowing day and the votes on the
Government's guillotine motions on the folleowing Momday.

C. [Rhodesis

It was azveed there should be a discussion of this subject
a8 soon a8 the course of the negotiations at Geneva became
more clest. - -

The meeting closed at $.07 p.m.
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