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MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME. MINISTER TO PRESIDENT REAGAN,.

DEAR RON,

MY CABINET COLLEAGUES AND | SPENT SOME FOUR HOURS EARLIER
TODAY CONSIDERING AL HAIG’S LATEST PROPOSALS. FRANCIS PYM
HAS REPLIED ON OUR BEHALF, BUT 1| AM WRITING TO YOU SEPARATELY
BECAUSE | THINK YOU ARE THE ONLY PERSON WHO WILL UNDERSTAND
THE SIGNIFICANCE ‘OF ‘WHAT | AM TRYING TO SAY. 3

THROUGHOUT MY ADMINISTRATION | HAVE TRIED TO STAY LOYAL TO
THE UNITED STATES AS OUR GREAT ALLY, AND TO THE PRINCIPLES OF
DEMOCRACY, LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR WHICH BOTH OUR COUNTRIES
STAND. 7

IN YOUR MESSAGE YOU SAY THAT YOUR SUGGESTIONS ARE FAITHFUL
TO THE BASIC PRINCIPLES WE MUST PROTECT. BUT THE PRESENT
RULERS OF THE ARGENTINE WILL NOT RESPECT THOSE PRINCIPLES,
AND | FEAR DEEPLY THAT IF A SETTLEMENT BASED ON YOUR SUGGESTIONS
IS EVENTUALLY ACHIEVED, WE SHALL FIND THAT IN THE PROCESS OF
NEGOTIATION DEMOCRACY AND FREEDOM FOR THE FALKLAND ISLANDERS
WiLL HAVE BEEN COMPROMISED.

ABOVE ALL, THE PRESENT PROPOSALS DO NOT PROVIDE UNAMBIGUOUSLY
FOR A RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION, 'ALTHOUGH IT IS FUNDAMENTAL
TO DEMOCRACY AND WAS ENJOYED BY THE ISLANDERS UP TO THE MOMENT
OF INVASION. WE ASKED YOU EARLIER THAT IT SHOULD BE INCLUDED
EXPLICITLY.

AL HAIG’S REPLY WAS THAT IT COULD NOT, BECAUSE THE ARGENTINES
WOULD NOT ACCEPT IT AND THERE WOULD THEREFORE BE NO HOPE OF A
SETTLEMENT. THIS HAS GIVEN ME AND MY COLLEAGUES VERY GREAT
DIFFICULTY. THIS 1S WHY | HAVE TRIED TO TEMPER AL HAIG?S LATEST
PROPOSALS A LITTLE BY SUGGESTING THAT THE INTERIM ADMINISTRATION
MUST AT LEAST CONSULT WITH THE LOCALLY ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES.
IT IS NOT MUCH TO ASK — AND | DO NOT THINK THAT YOU WILL TURN 1T
DOWN,

| TOO WANT A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT AND AN END TOQ THE MOUNT ING
LOSS OF LIFE IN THE SCUTH ATLANTIC. I ALSO BELIEVE THAT THE
FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES '‘AND BRITAIN MATTERS VERY
MUCH TO THE FUTURE OF THE FREE WORLD. THAT 1S WHY, WITH THE
CHANGES FRANCIS PYM HAS SUGGESTED TO AL HAIG, WE ARE READY,
WITH WHATEVER MISGIVINGS, TO GO ALONG WITH YOUR LATEST PROPOSALS.
ASSUMING THAT THEY ARE ACCEPTED BY THE ARGENTINES, THEN DURING
THE NEGOTIATION PERIOD THAT WILL FOLLOW WE SHALL HAVE TO FIGHT
FIERCELY FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE FALKLANDERS WHO HAVE BEEN SO
LOYAL TO EVERYTHING IN WHICH YOU AND WE BELIEVE. "~
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