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TO IMMEDIATE FCO 

TELEGRAM NUMBER 4 3 3 OF 01 DECEMBER 79 

INFO P R I O R I T Y BONN B R U S S E L S UKREP B R U S S E L S NIO ( B E L F A S T ) 

COPENHAGEN THE HAGUE LUXEMBOURG P A R I S ROME AMD WASHINGTON 

THE EUROPEAN COUNCILJ P R E S S R E A C T I O N S , 

1 . THE EUROPEAN COUNCi 1. DOMINATE 3 THE M A I N I R I o H DA I L I ES AN D 

THE H E A D L I N E S G I V E A F A I R I N D I C A T I O N OF THE TONE OF THE REPORTSs 

' • ' T H A T C H E R GOES HOME EMPTY HANDED AFTER B I T T E R D U B L I N S U M M I T " 

( I R I S H T I M E S ) , " C R I S I S SUMMIT A F A I L U R E - T H A T C H E R ' S C O M P R O M I S E " 

( I R I S H P R E S S ) AND "  A SUMMIT D I S A S T E R FOR B R I T A I N " ( IRISH* I N D E P E N ­

D E N T ) . ATTENTION IS F O C U S S E D ALMOST E X C L U S I V E L Y ON THE BUDGET 

P R O B L E M . THE B A S I C F A C T S ARE REPORTED R E A S O N A B L Y A C C U R A T E L Y , THOUGH 

L I T T L E OR MO SYMPATHY IS SHOWN FOR THE B R I T I S H P O S I T I O N AND T H E R E IS 

SOME I R R I T A T I O N THAT THE BUDGET SHOULD HAVE ABSORBED SO MUCH T I M E , 

2 . T H E I R I S H T I M E S R E P O R T S T A T E S T H A T T H E N I N E " N A R R O W L Y A V O I D E D 

A M A J O R C R I S I S '  ' A F T E R T W O D A Y S O F " T H E M O S T B I T T E R A R G U I N G S E E N ' 

A T ~ A E U R O P E A N suaafT' 5
 A N D G O E S O N T O S A Y T H A T " I N S T E A D O F 

^. • ' 
G E T T I N G T H E B R O A D B A L A N C E SHE H A D D E M A N D E D , M R S T H A T C H E R I N F A C T G O T 

N G T H I N S " . T H E R E P O R T A D M I T S T H A T T H E O F F E R O F £ 3 5 0 M I L L I O N I S 

S T I L L A V A I L A B L E B U T S U G G E S T S T H A T T H E S O L U T I O N O F W H I C H I T C O U L D 

F O R M P A R T " I S A P P A R E N T L Y C O N D I T I O N A L O N B R I T A I N ' S G O O D B E H A V I O U R 

I N S I D E T H E E E C  * A N D MENTIONS I N T H I S CONTtX ' i THE F R E N C H P R E S I D E N T ' S 

I N S I S T E N C E T H A T P R O G R E S S M U S T B E M A D E O N T H E C F P , L A M B A N D E N E R G Y 

B E F O R E A N O T H E R E F F O R T I S M A D E T O R E A C H A C O M P R O M I S E . O N A M O R E 

P O S I T I V E N O T E , T H E I R I S H T I M E S D E S C R I B E S T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R ' S 

P E R F O R M A N C E A T H E R P R E S S C O N F E R E N C E A S " S U P R E M E L Y C O N F I D E N T " 

AND R E P O R T S H E R R E M A R K S I N S O M E D E T A I L . T H E S A M E P A P E R A L S O S T A T E S 

T H A T C H A N C E L L O R S C H M I D T W A S ' ' R E P O R T E D L Y I M P R E S S E D W I T H M R S 

T H A T C H E R ^ S D E F E N c F o i B A L X A J i i l S OJJ P R I C I N G : . l . - Y ' ? , . •> 

3 . T H E R E P O R T S I N T H E O T H E R T W O P A P E R S FOLLOW B R O A D L Y S I M I L A R 

L I N E S A L T H O U G H T H E I N D E P E N D E N T 1 3 C H A R A C T E R I S T I C A L L Y S E N S A T I O N A L 

E . G . " B R I T I S H P R E M I E R M A R G A R E T T H A T C H E R H A S G O N E H O M E I N D E F E A T 

A F T E R A D I S A S T R O U S S H O P P I N G T R I P T O D U B L I N "  , T H E I N D E P E N D E N T A N D 

T H E I R I S H P R E S S B O T H R E P O R T A F R E N C H S P O K E S M M  N A S S A Y I N G T H A T 

B R I T A I N W O U L D H A V E T O S H O W A " C O M M U N I T Y C O M P O R T M E N T " I F A • 

S O L U T I O N T O T H E B U D G E T P R O B L E M W A S T O B E F O U N D . 



h, THE I R I S H P R E S S REPORTS THE P R I M E Ml M I S T E R AS S A Y I N G THAT 

IRELAND WAS ONE OF THE C O U N T R I E S THAT R E A L I S E D B R I T A I N ' S P R O W E M  Q 

AND THAT MR L Y N C H ' S C H A I R M A N S H I P HAD BEEN " V E R Y G O O D , " THE REPORT 

SUGGESTS THAT HE P L A Y E D A B IG PART IN H E L P I N G TO AVOID A D I S A S T E R . 

MR L Y N C H H I M S E L F IS REPORTED AS S A Y I N G THAT NOBODY COULD BE S A T I S ­

F I E D WITH THE OUTCOME BUT THAT SOME P R O G R E S S HAD BEEN M A D E . 

THE I R I S H P R E S S ALSO MENTIONS THAT THE P R I M E M I N I S T E R 

SPENT THE N IGHT IN THE BED USED BY QUEEN V I C T O R I A IN 1897 

AND DRAWS A T T E N T I O N TO THE F A C T THAT SHE D E C L I N E D TO ANSWER QUESTIONS 

ON THE NORTH AT HER P R E S S C O N F E R E N C E . 

5 . THE I R I S H T I M E S AND I R I S H P R E S S REPORT THE STATEMENTS I S S U E D 


BY THE C O U N C I L ON THE US EMBASSY S I E G E IN T E H R A N , E N E R G Y , 


CONVERGENCE AND C A M B O D I A , BUT WITHOUT COMMENT. THE I R I S H I N D E P E N ­


DENT ONLY MAKES B R I E F R E F E R E N C E S TO THE S T A T E M E N T S . 


6 . ALL T H R E E P A P E R S O F F E R E D I T O R I A L COMMENT. THE I R I S H T I M E S IS 


UNUSUALLY R E S T R A I N E D BUT CANNOT R E S I S T B E I N G S N I D E : " M R  S THATCHER 


'	 IS G I V I N G HER EEC P A R T N E R S ONE L A S T C H A N C E . IF THEY DO NOT COME 

UP WITH HER £ 1 , 0 0 0 M I L L I O N , OR MOST OF I T , BY A P R I L O F NEXT Y E A R , 

( H E  i WILL HAVE TO F A C E THE C O N S E Q U E N C E S . SHE IS NOT T H R E A T E N I N G TO 

L E A V E T H  E E E C SEMICOLON WORSE THAN T H A T , SHE IS T H R E A T E N I N G TO 

S T A  Y IN I T .  " THE E D I T O R I A L GOES ON TO SAY s " I  F HER PERFORMANCE 

AT HER P R E S S C O N F E R E N C E Y E S T E R D A Y IS A N / T H I N G TO GO B Y , THERE ARE 

PRIME M I N I S T E R S A N D F O R E I G N M I N I S T E R S AROUND EUROPE TODAY IN A S T A T E 

O F S H E L L - S H O C K . THE I R I S H T I M E S S E E S L I T T L E GROUND F O P HOPE 

ON' THE BUDGET i SSUE B E C A U S E OF THE B A S I C D E F F E R E N C E IN APPROACH 

BETWEEN B R I T A I N WHICH IS " A S K I N  G FOR ITS OWN MONEY B A C K , ' ' A N D 

H E R P A R T N E R S W H O M A I N T A I N THAT " O w N R E S O U R C E S " C O L L E C T E D IN THE 

UK BELONGED TO THE EEC ANYWAY. THE E D I T O R I A L E X P R E S S E S THE HOPE 

T H A T THE P R I M E M I N I S T E R WILL OFFER  " A S U B S T A N T I A L REDUCTION IN 

HER CASH D E M A N D " AT THE NEXT COUNCIL BUT CONCLUDES GLOOMILY THAT 

SHE ' " M E A N S T R O U B L E " AND SUGGESTS THAT SHE MAY HAVE SEEN T R E A T E D 

MORE P O L I T E L Y THAN SHE D E S E R V E D , 

7 . THE I R I S H P R E S S E D I T O R I A L IS DOWNRIGHT H O S T I L E . IT B E G I N S BY 

SAYING THAT THE P R I M E M I N I S T E R P R O B A B L Y GOT THE R E S U L T SHE INTENDED 

AND THAT SHE CAN NOW GO HOME AND " T R U M P E T ABOUT THE I N I Q U I T O U S 

F O R E I G N E R S IN EUROPE WHO WON'T G I V E J U S T I C E TO THE L O N G - S U F F E R I N G 

B R I T I S H T A X P A Y E R . " THE E D I T O R I A L GOES ON TO SAY THAT T H E " B R I T I S H 

ANT I - E U R O P E A N CAMPAIGN S E R V E D ONLY TO P R E V E N T THE SUMMIT DOING 

3 > 




ANY T H I N G U S E F U L " AND C L A I M S THAT A L L OUR P A R T N E R S HAD ' ' R E A S O N 

TO BE ANNOYED WITH THE S T A L L I N G T A C T I C S .  " NORTHERN I R E L A N D IS 

TORTUOUSLY DRAGGED I N : " O  F C O U R S E , NOTHING GOT DONE ABOUT NORTHERN 

IRELAND THOUGH . . . . . .  . THE GERMANS HAVE D I R E C T F I N A N C I A L I N T E R E S T 

IN T H I S MATTER AS THEY ARE O B L I G E D TO PAY Oil A PER C A P I T A B A S I S 

FOR THE M A I N T E N A N C E OF B R I T I S H TROOPS ON THE R H I N E , WHICH TROOPS 

ARE VERY OFTEN IN THE NOPTH AND NOT IN GERMANY AT A L L .  " THE I R I S H 

P R E S S SUGGESTS THAT B R I T A I N SHOULD REDUCE THE COST OF NORTHERN 

IRELAND RATHER THAN C R E A T I N G I L L - W I L L 3Y " S E R V I N  G F I C T I T I O U S 

DEMANDS " ON HER P A R T N E R S , AND C R I T I C I S E S THE P R I M E M I N I S T E R 

FOR R E F U S I N G TO ANSWER QUESTIONS ON THE NORTH. THE E D I T O R I A L 

CONCLUDES ON A NOTE OF S E L F - C O N G R A T U L A T I O N : " A L  L IN A L L , IT SEEMS 

TO HAVE BEEN A N O N - D i S C R I P T SUMMIT , ALTHOUGH C H A R A C T E R I S E D BY 

E F F I C I E N T O R G A N I S A T I O N AND A H O S P I T A L I T Y THAT EARNS US H i Gi l MARKS 

ABROAD. ' ' 

3 . THE I R I S H INDEPENDENT E D I T O R I A L IS L O W - K E Y . IT C O M P L A I N S 

M I L D Y ABOUT THE F A C T THAT THE BUDGET PROBLEM DOMINATED THE C O U N C I L , 

E X P R E S S E S S A T I S F A C T I O N THAT T H E R E WAS A W I L L I N G N E S S TO COMPROMISE 

AND HOPES THAT E V E R Y T H I N G WILL WORK OUT ALL RIGHT IN THE E N D . 

HAYDON 


