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INDUSTRIAL ACTION PROGRESS REPORT

There are now 4,579 staff involved in selective strike action,
n

including

. Action continues at major departmental

computer centres (Inland Revenue, Customs and Excise, DHSS,

MOD,

PGO, SO and MAFF) and the Department of Employment computer

at Reading is now affected, although the action there will not
prevent the payment of unemployment benefit. Details of all
the action and the numbers involved are shown in the attached
Anmnex. The Council of Civil Service Unions yesterday decided
in favour of the continuance of selective action which will be
extended into other areas, including possibly the payment of
soclal security and unemployment benefits. Further general
action involving all members remains on the agenda.

Other developments are summarised below.

|

CAA : The present action by Air Traffic Controllers
(which is today concentrated on Heathrow and Gatwick)
1s due to _end this week, after which there will be a
balTot to decide whether or not it should be resumed.
There are some indications that suppor Or Iurther
action is reducing.

DVLC : Nitrogen has been successfully delivered to
the site and the computer was re—s arted, but a walk-
out by 23 Senior Data ProcesS0rs 1S causing problems

and local management are considering contingency plans.

The Centre has sufficient work for a week.

FCO : Action continues to affect the issue of passports

at London, Pet?bggough, Glaggow, Liyerpool and BeLIosy

which are still only able to provide a service for personal
callers. There has been some media coverage of contingency
arrangements to enable most intending travellers to set out
on thelr holidays. The Post Office is concerned about the
large backlog of mail it is holding for Passport Offices
and arrangements are being made for the mail to be trans-

ferred to a temporary store.
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DIL : A limited search service is now being provided
at Cardiff since the messengers have returned to work,

although the micro-fiche system is still out of action.

MOD : There are signs that action may be spreading
to the Meteorological Office where some staff supported
the Air Traffic controllers at Heathrow, Manchester,
Prestwick and Edinburgh last week.

Customs and Excise : Staff at London Warehouses and
Distilleries returned to work, except for 13 staff at

Three Mills Bonded Warehouse.

Copies go as before.

Moy o

——

Jom,:)

J G COLMAN
Private Secretary
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