
PRIME MINISTER 


Meeting w i t h Mr. G e o f f r e y C h a n d l e r 


Mr. C h a n d l e r i s coming to s e e you t o b r i e f you g e n e r a l l y on 

the NEDC and NEDO, and on t h e items t o be tak e n a t the 9 J a n u a r y 

meeting which you a r e t o c h a i r . 


The J a n u a r y meeting w i l l f o c u s m a i n l y on t e c h n o l o g y and 

i n d u s t r i a l a d j u s t m e n t , w i t h p a r t i c u l a r emphasis on m i c r o - e l e c t r o n i c s . 

There w i l l a l s o be a r e p o r t from one of t h e s e c t o r w o r k i n g p a r t i e s . 


Mr. C h a n d l e r may a l s o w i s h t o t a k e you o v e r t h i s Wednesday's 

NEDC meeting, which w i l l be devoted to d i s c u s s i o n of the economic 

o u t l o o k . The C h a n c e l l o r , t h e CBI and t h e TUC - as w e l l as t h e 

D i r e c t o r G e n e r a l h i m s e l f - have a l l c i r c u l a t e d p a p e r s f o r t h i s 

meeting. They a r e u n i v e r s a l l y gloomy about t h e s h o r t - t e r m 

p r o s p e c t s ; but t h e p r e s c r i p t i o n s of c o u r s e d i f f e r . (You might 

g l a n c e a t t h e TUC pa p e r a t t h e back o f t h i s f o l d e r t o s e e j u s t how 

f a r they a r e from the Government i n t h e i r u n r e c o n s t r u c t e d K e y n e s i a n 

approach.) Mr. C h a n d l e r and t h e C h a n c e l l o r w i l l be t r y i n g t o 

a v e r t a row w i t h the TUC members at t h i s meeting, and p o s s i b l y 

t h e i r w a l k i n g out, as a r e s u l t of the NEB Board's r e s i g n a t i o n / 

d i s m i s s a l . I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t Len Murray i s r e a s o n a b l y c o n f i d e n t 

t h a t he can p e r s u a d e h i s people to s t a y i n t h e NEDC and t h e l i t t l e 

Neddies, p r o v i d e d they g e t something p o s i t i v e out o f t h e meeting: 

f o r example, an a f f i r m a t i o n that the Government a t t a c h e s importance 

to the work of t h e NEDC and t h e l i t t l e Neddies, and some i n d i c a t i o n 

t h a t the Government i s w i l l i n g t o l i s t e n t o t h e TUC's views 

r a t h e r than r e j e c t them out of hand. I f t h a t i s what i s r e q u i r e d , 

t h e C h a n c e l l o r s h o u l d not have much d i f f i c u l t y . 


Mr. C h a n d l e r took o v e r a t NEDO i n J u l y , 1978. He s p e n t most 

of h i s p r e v i o u s c a r e e r w i t h S h e l l , where he ended up D i r e c t o r i n 

charge o f PR. B e f o r e t h a t , he was Managing D i r e c t o r o f one o f t h e i r 
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o p e r a t i n g companies. You might g l a n c e a t a r e c e n t s p e e c h which 

he made ( F l a g A ) . T h i s argues the r o l e o f i n d u s t r i a l p o l i c y 

i n q u i t e a h e l p f u l way. 


3 December, 1979. 



