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WLANNING GROUP (NSPG) MIJUTES
March 30, L9B4

l-1:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
Wh:-te House Situation Room

!s:::f eUC!:g: President, Shultz , Taft, Casey, Gabriel, Runsf e1d,
l.tee se , Deaver , }iu::phy , I"lcFarlane , Poindexter

l,lcFar-l ane; Introduction*-threat. What is our ability to deal
i,i*-r: trese trr:eacs ?
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Rumsf el-C: Vrsited. Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Quatar, Iraq, Bahrein,
Kuwal-'.- Iran v;ili hatre trouble getting to Baghdad. will
probablrr sertl-e for Basrah and establishment of fundamentalist
Isiamic st.ate.

1. Countries feei r,'ulnerable to terrorism, religious
funcamentalism surrogates. Regimes See first task survival.

U,S, iil equipped to deal- with these threats.

Becbuse they are afraid they try to cut deaIs. Donrt
criticize :countries causing trouble. 'In case of trouble
they won't ask for help and may criticize.

Domestically we must have the GCC public support.

2. They have inflated view of our capabilities. We contribute
to it. Vle are not very capable unless we plan, e <ercise, think
^1-^rr+ i+ --.1 h:rro nrrJ.r'lin 'crrnnnr* Therr fh'ink fh.w at:Td-lrLrLl L I L y dlru vsL.pv' v. **J appease
Iran by keeping us out. n"

3. Thelr expect us to be effective. But we can't be unless we
have planned it with their cooperation. It witl take time.
There rsill be a period of uncertainty.- They will then question
our ability. They'll begin to tl1t to lran. Lot of talk in Gulf
about Shah and Lebanon and guestioninq of our commitment.

4. We must not look ineffective and uncoordinated, There is a
tendency to over estimate our conmitment and what we can do. If
1-^'r 'r ^^- -^^^ rIn A11r m.i 'l .i +=...- .,.i 1 'r -*^-r 90t of ef fort inIJd..LIUUII 9U€b UP r Lrtl! rtt-L-LI Ld.!)/ wr-Jr >yclru
se1 f-defense.

5. As President said before, if you want to kil},a snake you go
for the head. We need to change governments in the countries
that practice state-sponsored terrorism.

6. Events have proven that terrorism works.
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We neecr to be sur:e lraq doesn't lose. Iraq's fall is worst risk

Tafi: i.'ie l:ave coine to sar.e
For access. rtave iooked at
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President:

conclusion as Don with regard to need
iriggering nechanisms that vrould

Rev:-erved NSDD-114.
U. S. preser-ice in region

pre-positioning D:-ego Garcia
l-and based pre-positioning in oman
established. CENTCOM January 1983
po I l-'u l- cal- -mi I itary A nri I itary-mi 1 i-uarlz t a lks
December 1983-JanuarY 1984

Tfoi-or:^on* n^n!r.vaJ\JD LLlIg

Middle East. Force
ELF-Orre
Battle Group in Indian Ocean

Summarv of exercises in area
wlnt over ELF-1 tankers/cv air wing exercise.
Kev i s Saudi Arabia aqreement.
B-52 exercise ("Busy Observer")

w-ha'" would trigger Sauoi Arabian cooperation?

Gabriel: Air attacks on Kuwait airfield.

Shultz: But thev Are more 'l ikplv to rrse ti-:rrorist attacks or
-r;--^^ '- 
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President: If there are -u€rrorist attacks, what will be our
=:;::;;---r* r..-Lc!vsuD rrr rraII?
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McFarlane: Broad spectrum of
breakrhrouqh. Couio we irve
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