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FOLprlwe FROM HEAD OF NEWS DEPARTMENT

“EC?ETA? OF STATE?S STATEMENT 3

REGINS
IN ALL R GROMYKD AM7 | TALKED TOGETHER FOR 5 MOURS,

JE SPENT THE MORNING TALKING ABOUT AFGHANISTAN AND PERHAPS

| COULD CONCETRATE CN THAT, THE SOVIET UNION DIDNT ACCEFT
THE PROPOSAL WHICH | PRESENTED OV BEHALF CF THE HEADS OF
COVERNMENT OF THE TEN BUT NEITHER DID THEY SAY THAT THEY
REJECTED 1T. WHAT THEY DID WAS TO DESCRIBE 1T AS UNREALISTIC
IN VTS PURRENT FoR, | HUST SAY | FIND THE ARGUYENTS ADVANCED
:03 T41S UNCONVINGING.  THEY SAID THAT THE MAIN PROBLEM ¥4S




1 T2 PRESENT FORY, | “UST SAY | FIND THE ARGU™SNTS ADYVANCE!
=37 TA1S UNCONVINCING. THEY SAID THAT THZ H31Y PROBLE™ 'WAS
;:ri:z;L INTEVENTION I8 THE AFTAIRS OF AFGHANISTAN BUT DIDW’T
|“'FFTE"THF"§EVTF?'Uﬂ|9n AONG THE INTEIVENCRS. | SAID THAT
s SOVIET INTERVENTION WAS THE ROCT CF THE FROBLEY, BUT OLR
P20233AL WAS DESIGHED TO DEAL WITH EXTERNAL INTERVENTION FRCH
ANY SOURCE. THEY SAID THAT THE PRESENT AFGHAN REGIME MUST BE
REPRESENTED 1IN STAGE ONE, BUT THAT IN POINT OF FACT IS THE
PRODLEM WHICH HAS STOPPED NEGOTIATIONS GETTING OFF THE GROUND
(N THZ PAST, AND OUR PROPOSAL OVERCOYES 1T. THEY DESCRIBE
THE COMPOSITION OF THE CONFERENST AS UNREALISTIC. 1 SAID
{T WAS ONLY A SUGGESTION., BUT THE PERMANENT ME'BERS OF
THE RZGION WHO ARE MOST CONCERNED AFTER ALL IN THE MATTER, SEEHED
T0 BE A REASONASLE COYPOSITION. 3UT | ALSO SAID OF COURSE THAT

THAT WASH’T I UTABLE, NOT THE LAST WORD.

| THINK IT’S FAIR TO SAY THAT THERE ARE BIG DIFFERENCES
RETWEEN US. BUT | DON'T THINK EITHER MY COLLEAGUES IN
EUROPE OR | EVER EXPECTED EARLY SOVIET ACCEPTANCE. WE WANTED

TO GIVE THE SOVIET UNION SOMETHING TO REFLECT ON. AND | HOPE
THAT WE HAVE, AND | HOPE THAT THEY WILL. CERTAINLY IN MY
JUSBEMENT THE PROPOSAL PROVIDES THE BEST HOPE OF A NEGOTIATED
SETTLEMENT WHICH WE WANT AND THE SOVIET UNION HAS ALSO SAID THAT
THEY WANT. 1T IS A SERICUS PROPOSAL AND ‘\' HOPE THAT ON
REFLECTION HERE IN MOSCOW 1TS MERITS WiLL BECOME CLEARER,
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2, 1T ISN’T A MATTER BETWEEN THE U.K. AND THE SOVIET UNION,

| THE PROPOSAL WAS “ADE BY THE TEM EUROPEAN HEADS OF GOVYERNMENT
(ND HAS EVOKED ™MUCH WIDER SUPPORT AND INTEREST EVEN THAN THE

TEN, WE YHALL NOW CONSIDER AGTIVELY WAYS IR WHICH THE PROPOSAL

cui BE DEVELOPED, IT WILL BE A NATURAL TALKING POINT IN THE

MINTHS AHEAD, FOR EXAMPLE AT THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY WHEN |

i ALL BE MEETING R GROMYKO AGAIN. | MADE IT CLEAR THAT WE WERE

PREPARED TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSAL FURTHER AND THAT?3 WHY

THE COMMUNIQUE REFERS TO OUR INTENTION TO CONTINUE THE DIALOGUE,

THAT 1S TO SAY, TO CONTINUE THE DIALOGUE ABOUT AFGHANISTAN, |

UMLESS WE MAKE PROGRESS ON THIS PROBLEM THE PROSPECT FOR

IVPROYED RELATIONS, EAST VEST AND BRITAIN/SOVIET AREN'’T GOOD,

SO THE PROPOSAL REMAINS ON THE TABLE AND WE SHALL GO ON

WITY IT, WITH QUR COLLEAGUES TN THE TEN WE SHALL CONTIKUE

TO SEEK THE SUPPGRT OF THE WIDER INTERNATIONAL COMMUNTTY.

WHOSE FIRST REACTIONS HAVE GIVEN US A VERY GREAT DEAL OF

ERCOURAGEMENT a

THiS AFTERNCOM WE DISCUSSED OTHER PROBLE™S THAH AFGRAMNISTANM,




. h .

Rl FIRST REZACTIONS HAVE GIVEN US A YERY GHEAT DEAL OF
. = SUTAGEMENT. :

T1is AFTERNQOM WE DISCUSSED OTHER PROBLEMS THAN AFGHAN!STAN.
LE DISCUSSED THE PROBLEM OF THEZATRE NUCLEAR FORCES, AT SOVE
LENGTH., WE DISCUSSED THE MADRID CONFERENCE, THE CDE PROPOSAL .
THE MIDDLE EAST, IRAN/IRAQ. | THINK THAT’S ABOUT ALL. WE
DIDH?Y DISCUSS SOLAND IN THE OPEN CONFERENCE, BUT | DISCUSSED

OVER LUNCH A NUYZER OF MATTERS WITH MR GROMYKO,

ENDS




