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My S e c r e t a r y o f State r e c e n t l y met a d e l e g a t i o n from 

the Wales TUC f o r a gen e r a l i n t r o d u c t o r y c o n v e r s a t i o n . 

I e n c l o s e p a r t of the note of the meeting. From t h i s 

you w i l l see t h a t the Wales TUC r e f e r r e d to the 

custom which has developed over the l a s t few years 

of t h e i r meeting the Prime M i n i s t e r once a year and 

having o c c a s i o n a l access to s e n i o r Cabinet M i n i s t e r s 

over and above t h e i r c o n t a c t w i t h my S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e . 


The TUC p l a c e g r e a t v a l u e on these arrangements and 

have asked f o r a formal i n d i c a t i o n as to whether they 

w i l l c o n t inue. 


My S e c r e t a r y of St a t e has t h e r e f o r e asked me to w r i t e 

/ to you (copies to Andrew Duguid (S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r 


Industry's O f f i c e ) and Tony B a t t i s h i l l ( C h a n c e l l o r of the 

Exchequer's O f f i c e ) ) to enquire whether your M i n i s t e r s 

would be prepared from time to time to meet the Wales 

TUC. 


In the l i g h t of the response to t h i s I would then 

propose an approach to No 10, and i n the meantime am 


/ copying t h i s l e t t e r to Tim Lankester f o r i n f o r m a t i o n , 

on which b a s i s a cony a l s o goes to Kenneth Mackenzie i n 

the S e c r e t a r y of State f o r Sco t l a n d ' s O f f i c e . 


y^f ***** 

G C G CRAIG 


Ian F a i r Esq 

P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y to the 

Se c r e t a r y o f St a t e f o r Employment 


Department of Employment 

St James's Square 

LONDON SW1Y 4LL 




2. Mr George W r i g h t s a i d t h a t the TUC r e c o g n i s e d t h a t 

t h e r e would be d i f f e r e n c e s betv.'een them and the new 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . Hov;ever, they f e l t t h a t i t was t h e i r 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o p u t f o r w a r d the v i e w s o f w o r k i n g p e o p l e 

i n Wales i n the sphere where d e c i s i o n s were made. They 

a l s o had v i e w s about m a t t e r s a f f e c t i n g the U n i t e d Kingdom 

as a whole and would be s p e a k i n g t o the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e 

as Wales' r e p r e s e n t a t i v e i n the U n i t e d Kingdom C a b i n e t . 

I n t h e p a s t t h e Wales TUC had g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e d t h e l a r g e 

measure o f c o - o p e r a t i o n t h e y had r e c e i v e d b o t h from M i n i s t e r s 

and o f f i c i a l s i n the Welsh O f f i c e . I t d i d not m a t t e r t o 

them whether t h e S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e agreed w i t h them a l  l 

t h e t i m e but t h e y c e r t a i n l y hoped t o remain i n r e g u l a r 

c o n t a c t , not j u s t b e i n g c o n s u l t e d b u t , as the S e c r e t a r y 

o f S t a t e had a l r e a d y i n d i c a t e d , o f f e r i n g v i e w s and a d v i c e . 

T h e i r aim was t o e s t a b l i s h a c l o s e and c o n s t r u c t i v e v/orking 

r e l a t i o n s h i p . 


3. There was a number o f s p e c i f i c i s s u e s w h i c h t h e y w i s h e d 
t o r e g i s t e r w i t h the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e : 

/ ( l ) " T h e y hoped 
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(1) They hoped t o c o n t i n u e where t h e y had l e f t 

o f f w i t h t h e p r e v i o u s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n 

c o n s i d e r i n g what t o do i n the a f t e r m a t h o f 

d e v o l u t i o n and the referendum r e s u l t . They 

hoped t o c o n t i n u e t h e c o n s u l t a t i v e p r o c e s s 

s t a r t e d under t he l a s t S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e . 

The Wales TUC had, i n f a c t , s e t up a w o r k i n g 

group which would be l o o k i n g , n ot j u s t a t the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s i t u a t i o n i n Wales b u t more 

b r o a d l y a t l o c a l and c e n t r a l government, 

p a r l i a m e n t and in d e e d the new European 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e i n s t i t u t i o n s . The Working Group 

would be r e p o r t i n g t o a Wales TUC Con f e r e n c e i n 

th e autumn and f o l l o w i n g t h i s C o n f e r e n c e t h e y 

hoped t o come and d i s c u s s i t s c o n c l u s i o n s w i t h 

t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e . 


(2) I n p r e v i o u s y e a r s theWTUC had met the Prime 

M i n i s t e r and o t h e r l e a d i n g M i n i s t e r s f o r g e n e r a l 

economic d i s c u s s i o n s . A l t h o u g h t h e S e c r e t a r y o f 

S t a t e f o r Wales' r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s were wide 

r a n g i n g , t h e WTUC v a l u e d a c c e s s , n o t o n l y t o t h e 

Prime M i n i s t e r b u t o t h e r s e n i o r D e p a r t m e n t a l 

M i n i s t e r s from ti m e t o ti m e , and f e l t t h a t as 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f w o r k i n g people o f Wales t h e y 

had a r i g h t t o i t  . They v e r y much hoped t h i s 

arrangement c o u l d c o n t i n u e and would be g r a t e f u l 

f o r an e a r l y i n d i c a t i o n as to whether i t would o r 

n o t . 


(3) They were v e r y concerned about t h e f u t u r e and 
f u n c t i o n s o f the Welsh Development Agency, and 
w o r r i e d t h a t t u e Government's i n t e n t i o n t o ' c l i p 
t h e w i n g s ' o f t h e N a t i o n a l E n t e r p r i s e Board might 
d a m a g i n g l y l i m i t t h e e f f e c t i v e n e s s of the WDA. 
I n t h e WTUC's v i e w , the WDA had done a v e r y good 
j o b , i t s most i m p o r t a n t achievement b e i n g t o 
b e g i n t o c r e a t e a sense o f o r d e r i n the i n v e s t m e n t 
s p h e r e . The WTUC would t h e r e f o r e urge t h a t t h e WDA 
be r e t a i n e d and s t r e n g t h e n e d r a t h e r than l i m i t e d . 

( 4 ) They a t t a c h e d importance t o t h e i r p r o p o s a l s 
f o r an Economic Development C o u n c i l f o r Wales on 
w h i c h Mr P a u l would expand. 

/(5) On i n d u s t r i a l 
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( 5 ) On i n d u s t r i a l r e l a t i o n s t h e WTUC had 
b u i l t up c o n s i d e r a b l e e x p e r i e n c e i n the l a s t 
 y e a r s i n Wales and, i n p a r t i c u l a r o v e r t h e 

l a s t 5 months o r so had been r e s p o n s i b l e and 

a u t h o r i t a t i v e i n h a n d l i n g what had a t ti m e s 

been a c u t e l y d i f f i c u l t s i t u a t i o n s . They f e l t , 

t h e r e f o r e , t h a t i  t was f o r the Government t o 

j u s t i f y any changes i t might propose and t o 

demonstrate how such changes would improve 

the i n d u s t r i a l r e l a t i o n s c l i m a t e . They d i d n o t 

o f c o u r s e know v/hat p r e c i s e p l a n s the Government 

had i n mind but t h e y hoped t o be brought i n t o 

c o n s u l t a t i o n by the Government b e f o r e any 

p r o p o s a l s were made p u b l i c . 


(6) They wished t o r e g i s t e r t h e i r r e g r e t a t 

the proposed a b o l i t i o n o f the P r i c e Commission 

whose r o l e i n combating i n f l a t i o n t h e y had 

re g a r d e d as v a l u a b l e . 


(7) On economic s t r a t e g y the WTUC c o n s i d e r e d 

t h a t p o l i c i e s based on t a x r e d u c t i o n , p r i c e 

i n c r e a s e s , no d i r e c t c o n t r o l o v e r p r i c e s and 

f r e e c o l l e c t i v e b a r g a i n i n g c o u l d c r e a t e an 

atmosphere which would damage t h e i r a u t h o r i t y 

o v e r t h e i r members. 


(8) On r e g i o n a l p o l i c y t h e y would urge s t a b i l i t y 

and c o n t i n u i t y . Sudden changes were v e r y 

damaging t o b u s i n e s s c o n f i d e n c e - f o r example 

t h e removal o f REP had a l i n g e r i n g , damaging 

e f f e c t . 


(9) They s u p p o r t e d t he Manpower S e r v i c e s Commission. 
The s p e c i a l measures which the Commission were 
a d m i n i s t e r i n g on b e h a l f o f the Government had, i n 
t h e i r v i e w , had a major impact i n Wales and been 
v e r y h e l p f u l i n a m e l i o r a t i n g the impact o f h i g h 
unemployment. The Wales TUC had been c l o s e l y 
i n v o l v e d i n o p e r a t i n g t h e s e schemes and had done 
a good d e a l o f r e s e a r c h i n t o them and f e l t t h e y 
had an i m p o r t a n t and c o n s t r u c t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o 
make t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e x r f u t u r e . 

(10) They would s t r e s s t h e importc-nce o f t h e s t e e l 

i n d u s t r y t o Wales and the damage t o the economy o f 


/ t h e P r i n c i p a l i t y 
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