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SECRET UK EYES B

PORT STANLEY AIRFIELD

MILITARY QUESTIONS

45

Why bomb it with a Vulcan?

What will bombing by a Vulcan achieve?

How could Vulcan bombing fail?

Statistically, what is the size of bomb pattern from a
Vulcan and how far away from the target could bombs fall?

How many non-Argentinians are there on, or near, the airfield?
What are the statistical risks of hitting other targets,
for example, buildings or people in Port Stanley - or

non-military activities elsewhere?

What are the risks of breaking windows or doing minor damage

over a wide area - and how wide?

Is it possible that, if one or two bombs hit the runway,
little else military might be hit?

What is the probability that the target could be missed
altogether - or only the edge of it be hit?

How long will the Vulcan flight take?

How - many in-flight refuellings will each Vulcan flight take

and what would happen if one or more failed?

How easy is it to fill in a hole in the runway and how long
will it take?
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Do all Argentine aircraft need the full length of the runway?

Have the Argentinians got tarmac, earth moving and matting
available on the Falklands?

When will the airfield need to be bombed by a Vulcan again

and how frequently can bombings take place?

CRITICAL MILITARY QUESTIONS

16. What military threat does the airfield pose to the main task
force? Is this threat acceptable, and for how long? How
much fuel and ammunition is there for the Argentinians to

operate from the airfield?

Is it not accepted practice that the best way of putting out
an airfield is both to bomb it and attack it with guns,
rockets, etc - in other words would we not need to use both

Vulcans and Harriers?

Why not just use Harriers in the ground attack role to strike

at aircraft, helicopters, stores, radars, guns, ammunition etc?
Would this not be very effective? Are there not British
pilots in the task force trained for attacks against targets

on the ground?

|
How effective/risky would naval gunfire support be against

aircraft, helicopters, stores, etc on the ground?

Will not the declaration of the TEZ stop the Argentinians using
Port Stanley airfield?. Why not wait and see - they backed
off elsewhere?
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