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PRIME MINISTER 'S PANORAMA INTERVIEW: GERMAN PRESS REACTIONS

1. THE P IME MIN13TE.;'S REMARKS ON THE COMMUNITY BUDGET ON 25

FEBRUARY CAUSED A FLURRY OF UNFAV'OURA;LE PRESS COVERAGE THE

FOLLOWING  DAY. BUT  YOUR REMA''i:S AitiD  THOSE OF  HERR  GENSCHER AT

YOUR ;OI NT PRESS CONFERENCE !N  BONN'' THAT  EVENING EFFECTIVELY

SERv L TO KILL THE STORY BY 27 FE BRUARY.

2. THE i'JITIAL  GERMAN  PRESS REACTI  WAS  EPITOM-ISED  BY SUCH

ANZEIGER REFERRED TO YOUR REMARK AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE THAT MRS

?r:ATCHE^ AD MERELY ANSWERED A HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION, AND THAT
TH_ IMPORTANT ,MATTER WAS TO FIND A SOLUTION. WRITING FROM LONDON,

GRU"N'B I NSK I OF THE FRANKFURTER ALL GEME I NE ZE ITUNG QUOTED OFFICIAL

CIRC L ES  AS SAYING THAT YORE  HAD BEEN READ  INTO MRS THATCHER'S

CR I T I OAL `STATEMENTS THAN  WAS  JUST I F I EE ' THE COURSE OF THE

INTERVIEW. TH'E SHARPNESS WAS IN THE QUESTIONS AND NOT IN THE PRIME

M.!N'ISTER'S AN3'WERS.
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I ADLINES AS QUOTE MARGARET THATCHER THREATENS THE EC UNQUOTE

(SUE: D='UTSCHE ZE I TUNG) AND QUOTE LONDON THREATENS COMMUNITY

WITH CONTRIBUTION FREEZE UNQUOTE (FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU). A

NUMBER OF NEWSPAPERS PICKED UP THE CRITICISM MADE BY BRUNO

FRIEDRIOH, VICE PRESIDEN` OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, THAT THE

PRIME MINISTER'S RRMARKS AMOUNTED TO BLACKMAIL.

3. COMMENT TENDED  TO  BE EQUALLY UNFAVOURABLE: QUOTE THATCHER

IS AE•O!.JT TO REPEAT A MISTAKE THAT BROUGHT ABOUT HER FIRST MAJOR

POLITICAL DEFEAT UNQUOTE (FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG),

A REFERENCE TC DUBLIN. SOME C MMENTATORS CONCEDED, HOWEVER, THAT

THE BURDEN ON THE UK UNDER PRESENT CONTRIBUTORY ARRANGEMENTS

v.A3 TOG HISH, ALTHOUGH OUR PRESENT DEMANDS WERE UNREALISTIC.

DIE WELT SUGGESTED THAT THE PRIME MINISTER'S QUOTE THREAT UNQUOTE

AS  NOT MEA'tT SU SER I O'USLY SINCE  'SHE  HAD  ADMITTED  THAT  THE UK

WOULD BE VIOLATING THE LAW IF PAYMENTS WERE WITHHELD. SHE WOULD

NOT  F I S(, AN U":CU: 'LING FROM THE EC.

4. SY 27 FEBR,A;:'.Y THE STORY WAS PUT IN PERSPECTIVE. THE GENERAL
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