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I have r e a d w i t h i n t e r e s t your minute o f 23rxl May t o 
the Prime M i n i s t e r and her P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y ' s r e p l y of 
25th May. 

I have f o r some time been concerned about t h e l o n g term 

c o s t s of t h i s programme. I have a l s o had doubts about i t s 

economic e f f e c t s . I t h e r e f o r e v e r y much welcome the i d e a o f 

a q u i c k r e v i e w o f the e x i s t i n g p r o p o s a l s i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r 

d e c i s i o n s i n the c o n t e x t o f the c u r r e n t P u b l i c E x p e n d i t u r e 

Survey. T h i s r e v i e w s h o u l d be a b l e t o ta k e i n t o account t h e 

r e p o r t o f the S t r a t h c l y d e U n i v e r s i t y s u r v e y on th e economic 

and s o c i a l e f f e c t s . 


D e c i s i o n s on d i s p e r s a l a r e o f p a r t i c u l a r consequence 

f o r the l e v e l o f s h o r t and medium term s a v i n g s we can expect 

t o get from the P r o p e r t y S e r v i c e Agency's O f f i c e & G e n e r a l 

Accommodation S e r v i c e s programme, and i n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n t h e r e 

s h o u l d presumably be a mora t o r i u m on a l l PSA e x p e n d i t u r e i n 

c o n n e c t i o n w i t h d i s p e r s a l u n t i l d e c i s i o n s have been t a k e n . 


I am c o p y i n g t h i s l e t t e r t o the r e c i p i e n t s of y o u r s . 


(GEOFFREY HOWE) 


The Rt. Hon. L o r d Soames, M.p. 



