BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S GUVERNMENT

SLATIVE PROGRAMME 1982--83

!

“emorandum by the Secretary of State for the Home De
b }
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7S The Queen's Spezches and Future Legislation Committee (QL) have
:L.._M: Sidered the proposals made by Departments for a votal of 80 Bills for next
”l_'ﬁt’“”l'-‘% legislative programme and have where necessar y discussed them
With the Ministers concerned. This memorandum seeks the Cabinet's agree-
Ment to 1

the Committee's recommendations, I'urther details of the Bills
"€rned are given in C(82) 11.
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_ 1982-83 will be the last full Session of the present Parliament, and the
®Bislative programme which we bring forward will be crucial to the stance
We adopt in the run-up to the next General Election. If the possibility
Election in the autumn of 1983 is to be kept open, we need to be quite
that wa can complete our pregramme comfortably by the Summer R ec
At year, ."'.]?.I:.':--.-._,,;h our programme for 1981-82 has been considerably
"OTter than in earlier Sessicns of the present Parliament - a fact which has
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“erally welcomed in both Houses - we are still faced with the prospect

Substantial spillover in the Lords next autumn, These considerations led
COmre g4 . . Z ;
“Ummittee to start from the assumption that we were lookin

Ame of about 15 Bills (exc luding Finance, Consolidation, Scottish,

eading Committee and contingent Bi

|:|]‘ :
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was the number agreed
r--'é'llf"it'lt.'l. at the t We algo .'=;-_':_l'-.'n.'l.1. that we
phi s ""'""_]‘:' Sclect Bills which could confidently be expected to be ready for
. ~ucCtion at the beginning of the Session or, exceptionall ¥, by the end of
.1\'-_"..- €mber at the very latest, We recognised the importance of legislation to
FrOmotea our rnain strategic objectives, particularly in the ficld of privatisation,
r_.ql___t.:l_:\ h“"' Same time we sought to give the programme a substantial social
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o finally, we needed to include a good stock of Bills suitable for Lords
- -'.I__l |‘," - 1 . - ‘ - . . v - - - » . 1
. 113 ¢ 1.lL.l[.',, 80 as 1o minimise tne risk of end of Sesgion l"\.')'."l;'\_{\ stion in that
I )
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background, the Committee have decided to recommand the
mex A for the main programme. Although this is not a

estimate that 11 of the Bills will

by no means a light one. We

versial, most of them highly so; and we can expect the Opposition to use
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"Eery means at their disposal to obstruct progress. The inclu ion of the
~ata Frotection Bill in this list is in part conditional upon the reacticas to the
T 2 4 = -, ¥ X 5 N
"iite Paper which we are about to publish, and colleapues will wish
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‘'nal decision later on whether it is in fact necessary and lesirable to bring

i

“Wiward legislation on this subject. Che proposed Water Bill is confined to

‘8lsing the borrowing limits of the water authorities, and does not include the

Wider provisions on the reorganisation of the water industry proposed by the
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: retary of State for the Environrent, The Committee are satigfied that
Hajor additions to the recommended programme could only bhe accommodated

at the ceXpense of \..::..i_l'ij.'i-"-:l].l.'!'ll deletions,

4. Annex B lists six contingent Bills which could become essential in
Tﬁk:]-r“i“ tircumaestances, n addition, the Secretary of State for the Environment
Nag Termninded us ths he Cabinet has yvet to take a decision on the timing of
:l::é'.r-j!:"'l-'*-i"n’.' n on the reform of the racing Bystem; and the Secretary of State for
]

“Fansport cannot rule out the possibility of a Trarsport Bill being needed to

':'|_ 35 ] ya 2 . Sy . . o y
el with public transport subsidies and with the finance of British Rail.

] Annex C lists 10 Bills for inclusion in the programme on condition that

Yy are ready for introduction at the beginning of the Session and the
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Sitlon then raise no objection to their being dealt with under the Second

_Clng Committee procedure in the House of Com:nons Second Reading

C Oy v i as -y : : EE S .
“MMmittee Bills cannot be accorded a high drafiing priority, and it is essential
t1 ) E | b,
‘t instructions should be sent to FParliam entary Counsel very early if they are

bVe a reasonable prospect of being ready in time.
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= I'he three Scottish Bills listed in Annex D should all be suitable for
ReCond

Reading in Scottish Grand Committee,
I must apgain emphasise the importance of Departments maintaining
L_v”""]""‘"it' g the timetables for the preparation of their Biils as set out in
, Hecause of the leave season, Parliamentary Counsel is unlikely to
to start drafting before September Bills for which instructinons are not
Lntil late July; and that may well mean that the Bills concerned may
ready by the beginning of the Session, The Lord President of the
must be informed immediately if there is any failure to meet the time-
for the despatch of instructions,

I invite :':H_‘IL_-:—.‘&_;
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Approve the list of programme Bille at Annex A,

o, Note the contingent Bills listed in Annex B, and agree that they

should be brought forward if necessa ry.




c. Approve the list of Secund Reading Committee and Scottish Bills
in Annexes C and D respectively.

d. Accept the need for all Departments to adhera to the stated tinje-

tables f
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or the preparation of Eills for which they are responsible.

Home Office
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and Nuelear Installations (Amendme |I_|.}

Building Control
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cocianl Services Miscellaneous Provis

riminal Procedure
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