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C A B I N E T 

L E G I S L A T I V E P R O G R A M M E 1982-83 

M e m o r a n d u m by the S e c r e t a r y of State for the Home Depar tment 

1. T h e Queen's Speeches and F u t u r e L e g i s l a t i o n 
cons idered the p r o p o s a l s made by D e p a r t m e n t s for a votal  o £ ? ° ^ ^  e m 

a e c e 6 

h 8 e eSess ion's l e g i s l a t i v e p r o g r a m m e and have w h e r e f 7 ^ " " ^ ^  . 
With the M i n i s t e r s concerned . T h i s m e m o r a n d u m seeks the Cabxne: s^agree 
ment to the C o m m i t t e e ' s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . F u r t h e r de ta i l s of the B i l l s 
concerned a r e given i n C(82 ) 11. 

2- 1982-83 w i l l be the l a s t fu l l S e s s i o n of the p r e s e n t  ^ ^ " ' ^ ^ 
l eg i s la t ive p r o g r a m m e which we br ing f o r w a r d w i l be c r u c i a to th . t a n c e 
which we adopt i n the r u n - u p to the next G e n e r a l E lec txon . If the 
<* an E l e c t i o n i n the autumn of 1983 i s to be kept open we " ^ " ^ J g ^ 
«ure that we can complete our p r o g r a m m e comfortably by the Summex R e c e s s 

c o n s l d e r a°* that y e a r . Although our p r o g r a m m e for 1981-82 has been ^ 
shorter than in e a r l i e r S e s s i o n s of the p r e s e n t P a r l i a m e n t - a fact whic 

n~ ^ e  g e n e r a l l y we lcomed in both Houses - we a r e s t i l l faced with the prospec t 
a S U k s t a n t i ath l s p i l l o v e r in the L o r d s next autumn. T h e s e cons iderat ions led 

e Commit tee to s t a r t f r o m the a s sumpt ion that we w e r e looking for a 
^Qgiarr>.rn» of about 15 B i l l s (excluding F i n a n c e , Conso l idat ion , Scot t i sh , 

°nd Reading C o m m i t t e e and contingent B i l l s ) ; that was the number a g r e e d 
j L *k.e Cabinet at the beginning of the p r e s e n t S e s s i o n . We a l s o a g r e e d that we 8 

 U j , c i^  °nly se lec t B i l l s which could confidently be expected to be ready for 
j k j r ° ^ U c t i o n at the beginning of the S e s s i o n o r , except ional ly , by the end of o 

p  e r n b e r at the v e r y la tes t . We r e c o g n i s e d the i m p o r t a n c e of l eg i s la t ion to r o

m ° t e our m a i n s trateg ic objec t ives , p a r t i c u l a r l y in the f ie ld of p r i v a t i s a t i o n , 
me s a m e t ime we sought to give the p r o g r a m m e a substant ia l s o c i a l 

^ t e n ti * F i n a l l y , we needed to inc lude a good stock of B i l l s suitable for L o r d s n 

-^auction, so as to m i n i m i s e tne r i s k of end of S e s s i o n congest ion in that 

3. . 
'  A g a i n s t this background, the C o m m i t t e e have decided to r e c o m m e n d the 

j Q  l i s t e d i n Annex A for the m a i n p r o g r a m m e . Although this i s not an

-8 - ist , it i   by no means a l ight one. We es t imate that 11 of the B i l l s w i l l be s

- o v e r s i a l , mos t of them highly so; and we can expect the Opposit ion to u s e 
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every means at t h e i r d i s p o c a l to o b s t r u c t p r o g r e s s . The i n c l u . i o n of t h e 

Data P r o t e c t i o n B i l l i n t h i s l i s t i s i n p a r t c o n d i t i o n a l upon the r e a c t i o n s to the 

White Paper w h i c h we a r e about to p u b l i s h , and c o l l e a g u e s w i l l w i s h to take a 

f i n a l d e c i s i o n l a t e r on whether i t i s i n f a c t n e c e s s a r y and d e s i r a b l e to b r i n g 

f o r w a r d l e g i s l a t i o n on t h i s s u b j e c t . The p r o p o s e d W a t e r B i l l i s c o n f i n e d to 

r a i s i n g the b o r r o w i n g l i m i t s of t h e w a t e r a u t h o r i t i e s , and does not i n c l u d e the 

wider p r o v i s i o n s on the r e o r g a n i s a t i o n of the w a t e r i n d u s t r y p r o p o s e d by the 

S e c r e t a r y of State f o r t h e E n v i r o n m e n t . The C o m m i t t e e a r e s a t i s f i e d t h a t 

^ a j o r a d d i t i o n s t o the r e c o m m e n d e d p r o g r a m m e c o u l d o n l y be a c commodated 

at the expense of e q u i v a l e n t d e l e t i o n s . 


4
- Annex B l i s t s s i x c o n t i n g e n t B i l l s w h i c h c o u l d become e s s e n t i a l i n 

c e r t a i n c i r c u m s t a n c e s . I n a d d i t i o n , the S e c r e t a r y of State f o r t h e E n v i r o n m e n t 

h
 a s r e m i n d e d us t h a t t h e C a b i n e t has y e t t o take a d e c i s i o n on the t i m i n g of 

i e g i s l a t i c n on t h e r e f o r m of the racing system; and the S e c r e t a r y of State f o r 

T r a n s p o r t cannot r u l e out t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of a T r a r s p o i t B i l l being needed t o 

d e a l w i t h p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t subbidies and w i t h the f i n a n c e of B r i t i s h R a i l . 


5
- A n nex C l i s t s 10 B i l l s f o r i n c l u s i o n i n t h e p r o g r a m m e on c o n d i t i o n t h a t 

^ e y a r e r e a d y f o r i n t r o d u c t i o n at t h e b e g i n n i n g of the Session and t h e 

Opposition then r a i s e no o b j e c t i o n to t h e i r being d e a l t w i t h under the Second 

Reading C o m m i t t e e p r o c e d u r e i n the House of Commons Second Reading 

C o m m i t t e e B i l l s cannot be a c c o r d e d a h i g h d r a f t i n g p r i o r i t y , and i t i s e s s e n t i a l 

that i n s t r u c t i o n s should be sent t o P a r l i a m e n t a r y Counsel v e r y e a r l y i f they a r e 

to have a r e a s o n a b l e p r o s p e c t of being r e a d y i n t i m e . 


The t h r e e S c o t t i s h B i l l s l i s t e d i n Annex D should a l l be s u i t a b l e f o r 

Second Reading i n S c o t t i s h G r a n d C o m m i t t e e . 

7 

I m u s t ag a i n e mphasise the i m p o r t a n c e of D e p a r t m e n t s m a i n t a i n i n g o r 
^ p r o v i n g t h e t i m e t a b l e s f o r t h e p r e p a r a t i o n of t h s i r B i l l s as set out i n 
^ ( 8 2 ) \it b e c a u s e of t h e l e a v e season, P a r l i a m e n t a r y Counsel i s u n l i k e l y to 

e
 able to s t a r t d r a f t i n g b e f o r e September B i l l s f o r w h i c h i n s t r u c t i o n s a r e not 

•"• ̂ e x v e d m t i l l a t e J u l y ; and t h a t m ay w e l l mean t h a t the B i l l s c o n c e r n e d m a y 

n°t be r e a d y by the beginning o:f the Session.	 The L o r d P r e s i d e n t of t h e 


U n c i l m u s t be i n f o r m e d i m m e d i a t e l y i f t h e r e i s any f a i l u r e to meet the t i m e -

J e
-	 f o r the despatch of i n s t r u c t i o n s . 


I i n v i t e c o l l e a g u e s t o : 


a. A p p r o v e the l i s t of p r o g r a m m e B i l l s at Annex A. 


b. Note the c o n t i n g e n t B i l l s l i s t e d i n Annex B, and a g r e e th a t t h e y 

should be b r o u g h t f o r w a r d i f n e c e s s a r y . 
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c. A p p r o v e the l i s t cf Second Reading C o m m i t t e e and S c o t t i s h B i l l s 

i n Annexes C and D r e s p e c t i v e l y . 


d. • A c c e p t the need f o r a l l D e p a r t m e n t s t o a d h e r e t o t h e s t a t e d t i m e 

t a b l e s f o r the p r e p a r a t i o n of B i l l s f o r w h i c h they a r e r e s p o n s i b l e . 


W W 
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BILLS RECOMMENDED FOR INCLUSION 

I N THE MAIN LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMME 


1982-83 


^asejrrtial (3) 

Mobile 
Homes ( l , ) 

WateWaterr 

C a r
 r i a  y Railway  ( L )
g e  b
 

Prop;rftTriTne ( l ' l . ) 


A g r i c u l t u r e ( L ) 

Museums E t c ( L ) 

Eurther Education 


( L )
"ock Work R e g u l a t i o n 


G & S S a l 6 t y
 — . nations (Amendment)
E l e c t r i c i t y and Nuclear tostallatxons
 k 

Housing and B u i l d i n g C o n t r o l  ( A e l f i n t )
m l d l e
 

Commonwealth Development L o i p provisions) 
fxii cf.pllaneous i i u v l °
Health and S o c i a l Services ^MisceWai 


Po l i c e and C r i m i n a l Procedure 

Bata P r o t e c t i o n 

Telecommunications 

S h i p b u i l d i n g I n d u s t r y ( D i s p o s a l s ) 
Conwy Tunnel (Miscellaneous P r o v i 



ANNEX B 

CONTINGENT BILLS RECOMMENDED FOE 

INCLUSION I N THE LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMME 


1982-83 


^ ^ f e ^ o t (6) 

v w e
 (liOVxes on L i v e s t o c k P r o d u c e r s ; 

'Milk 


u
( i  * l Pay Amendment 

•1 communities (Portuguese and S p a n i s h A c c e s s i o n ) 

O f + 1 , o 

• bea Convention 

C h a a « e lU
 ] Q k 




ANNEX C 

B I L L 1 

1 Q S S 

O S E C 0 M M E N D E D F O R I N C L U S I O N I N T H E L E G I ! " 1 I S L A T I V E PROGRAMS c* ° - o 3 O N L Y I  F S U I T A B L E F O R S E C O N D R E A D I N G COiVill'TEE PROCEDURE 

Se 
S g f i l J g a c i i n p ; C o - m i t t e e ( 1 0 ) 

P i 
ant V a r i e t i e s • and seed,& e e u c  l e t ^ (Amendment) W x A

( E ) 

^  l )  v  CE) C i v i l A v i a t i o n (Eurocontro.LJ (Amendment)

Registrat ion of Yachts W 
r r  r o  

Physical P ro t ec t ion ot. ^ r l e e  r.  M a t e r i a l K**' 

, t r a i n e d Persons) ^Marriage ( I n v a l i d s and Detaxne 
Rights of Reverter W 

Currency and Banking W 

Miscellaneous F i n a n c i a l• 0 n  i - p rov is ions- W 

National Savings ( 1  0 

http:Eurocontro.LJ
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-	 FriSH BILLS RECOMMENDED FOR INCLUSION I N TILE LEGISLATIVE 
HU)GRAMME 1982-83 

^ t i a h (3) 

e c
 t r i c i t y ( F i n a n c i a l P r o v i s i o n s ) ( S c o t l a n d ) 

a t
 a l Health (Scotland) ( L ) 



