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MY T E L N O 1 3 4 4 P A R A 1 r I R A N I A N R E A C T I O N S TO THE MOVE 

OF THE S H A H . 


1. AS R E P O R T E D , F I R S T R E A C T I O N S HERE WERE IN A LOW K E Y . THE 

STUDENTS COMMENTED AS REPORTED BUT D E S P I T E THE ADVANCE 


WARNING, IT SEEMED THAT AN OFFICIAL L I N E HAD NOT B E E N F U L L Y 


WORKED OUT. HOWEVER, OVER THE L A S T FEW DAYS IT SEEMS THAT THE 


IRANIAN A U T H O R I T I E S UP TO AND INCLUDING THE R E V O L U T I O N A R Y 

COUNCIL HAVE DECIDED TO T R E A T THE SHAH'S MOVE TO PANAMA AS A 

VICTORY FOR IRA' . 1 . IN A STATEMENT ISSUED ON THE NIGHT OF 16 

DECEMBER, THE REVOLUTIONARY C O U N C I L S A I D INTER A L I A , " T H E 

HEROIC RESISTANCE OF THE . . .  . I R A N I A N P E O P L E IN THE FACE OF 

THE AGGRESSIONS OF AMERICAN IMPERIALISM, AND THE WISE L E A D E R ­

SHIP OF THE IMAM.., FORCED THE US TO R E T R E A T TO THE EXTENT 

THAT IT PERSUADED THE SHAH TO RUN AWAY, ACCEPTING D E F E A T " . 

2 . S I M I L A R L Y , " 0 T 3 Z A D E H TOUD P A '  S NEWS AGENCY THAT SAME DAY 



2 . S I M I L A R L Y , DOTBZADEH TOLD P A '  S NEWS AGENCY THAT SAME DAY 

THAT THE US GOVERNMENT HAD Y I E L D E D TO P R E S S U R E FROM THE 

IRANIAN P E O P L E FOR THE E X P U L S I O N OF THE SHAH. C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S # 

ON T H I S S U C C E S S WERE DUE TO THE P E O P L E OF THE COUNTRY. 

3 . KHOMEINI H I M S E L F SEEMS TO HAVE T A K E N A SOMEWHAT STRONGER 

L I N E , S P E A K I N G IN A T E L E V I S I O N BROADCAST L A S T N I G H T . I HAVE 

NOT YET OBTAINED A T E X T OF H I S REMARKS BUT I AM TOLD THAT IT 

WAS RECORDED SOME DAYS AGO. IN ANY C A S E D E S P I T E THE BBC WORLD 

S E R V I C E REPORT OF T H E M , I B E L I E V E THEY ARE NOT TO BE REGARDED 

AS I N C O N S I S T E N T WITH THE R E V O L U T I O N A R Y C O U N C I L ' S AND Q O T B Z A D E H ' S 

L I N E . 

WHAT ARE THE I M P L I C A T I O N S FOR THE HOSTAGES ? THE S I G N A L S 

ARE C O N F U S E D . IN H I S SAME INTERVIEW WITH P A R S , QOTBZADEH 

HOPED THAT THE GRAND J U R Y , TO STUDY THE US ACT IONS IN IRAN ( T H I S 

PHRASE IN THE P A R S B U L L E T I N IS A M A N U S C R I P T AMENDMENT TO AN 

O R I G I N A L P H R A S E WHICH R E A D , " T  O STUDY THE C A S E OF THE H O S T A G E S ' '  , 

WHICH HAS BEEN D E L E T E D ) WOULD BE HELD I M M E D I A T E L Y AFTER THE NEW 

Y E A R , OR P E R H A P S EVEN E A R L I E R . THE R E V O L U T I O N A R Y C O U N C I L 

COMMUNIQUE OF 16 DECEM3ER STATED THAT THEY S T I L L REGARDED THE US 

AS R E S P O N S I B L E F O ^ THE S H A H ' S C R I M E S , WHILE BANI SADR IS REPORTED 

TO HAVE R E P L I E D TO A QUESTION ON 16 DECEMBER IN THE FOLLOWING 

AMBIGUOUS TERMS : " A N S W E R I N G THE QUESTION ABOUT THE DEPOSED 

SHAH AND H I S T R I A L AND THE H O S T A G E S , BAN I SADR S A I D THAT THE 

T R I A L SHOULD BE C A R R I E D OUT AND ADDED THAT IT IS NOT A MATTER OF 

T R Y I N G THE SHAH P E R S O N A L L Y , BUT H I S R E G I M E SHOULD 3 E T R I E D . . . . "  . 

HE ALSO S A I D THAT A C L A I M I N V O L V I N G THE M I S A P P R O P R I A T I O N OF 

DOLLARS 3 . 5 " I L L I C N BY THE SHAH AND H I S R E L A T I V E S HAD BEEN 

" S E N T  " AND THAT TWO MORE C L A I M S WOULD BE FORWARDED NEXT WEEK 

TO THE P U B L I C P R O S E C U T O R , WHICH SUGGESTS THAT THE C E N T R A L BANK 

0? THE GOVERNMENT HAVE STARTED Q U A S I - L E G A L P R O C E D D I N G S IN IRAN 

WITH A V I E . ' TO FOLLOWING T H E " UP WITH L E G A L ACTION IN THE U S , 

BUT THE P A S S A G E IS VERY O B S C U R E . 

5. AS AGAINST T H I S , HOWEVER, THE " U H U D S N T S  " O C C U P Y I N G THE 

E M B A S S Y , AFTER R E I T E R A T I N G ON 16- DEC T H E I R DEMAND THAT THE 

HOSTAGES SHOULD BE T R I E D , AND D E C L A R I N G THAT THEY WOULD NOT L E A V E 

THE P R E M I S E S 03 F R E E THE HOSTAGES U N T I L T H E I R DEMANDS HAD B E E N 

MET, HAVE T H I S MORNING PUT OUT A / E R Y STRONG S T A T E M E N T . AFTER 

CRITICISING P R E S I D E N T C A R T E R ' S STATEMENT OVER THE WEEKEND WEL­
COMING SOME S IGNS OF MODERATION, THEY ' ' R E G R E T T E D * ' THE DEPARTURE 

OF THE SHAH FROM THE US AND S A I D T- J AT A D E C I S I O N OVER THE HOSTAGES 

WOULD BE TAKEN BY • » T " E IMAM AMD OUR PEOPLE" , T H E Y FOLLOWED T H I S 

HOWEVER BY POINTING TO K H O M E I N I ' S E A R L I E R DEMANDS T H A T , F A I L I N G 



HOWEVER BY POINTING TO KHOMEINI'S E A R L I E R DEMANDS T H A T , F A I L I N G 

THE E X T R A D I T I O N OF THE S H A H , THE HOSTAGES SHOULD BE T R I E D AND 
CLAIMING THAT IN THE I R A N I A N R E V O L U T I O N THERE COULD BE NO 

COMPROMISE . F I N A L L Y , THEY CRITICISED OOTBZADEH FOR NOT C O R R E C T L Y 

R E F L E C T I N G THE I M A M ' S THINKING, AND S A I D THAT THEY HAZAONLY ONE 

DEMAND, THE E X T R A D I T I O N OF THE SHAH AMD " T H  E RETURN OF ALL H I S 

P R O P E R T Y , EVEN I- AMERICA K E E P S HI - OUTSIDE AMERICA" ( A G A I N AN 

AMBIGUITY), F A I L I N G THAT, THE STATEMENT ENDED, THE L E A S T THAT 
COULD BE DONE /AS TO T ? Y " T H E AMERICAN S P I E S " . 

6 . THE ISLAMIC REPUBLICAN . P A R T Y , IN A COMMUNIQUE OF 17 DEC 

DENOUNCING THE DECISION'OF THE I N T E R N A T I O N A L COURT A3 THE 

HAGUE, REFERS TO "THE D I S G R A C E F U L E X P U L S I O N OF MOHAMMED R E Z A 

R O M THE U S , WHICH IS REGARDED AS A BACKWARD STEP FOR I M P E R I A L ­

I S M " , AND CONCLUDES : " DEMANDS THAT THE T R I A L OF THE 

AMERICAN S P I E S , WHICH IS IN FACT THE TRIAL OF THE C R I M I N A L 

AMERICAN G O V E R N M E N T . ... BEGIN AS SOON AS P O S S I B L E . . . " . 

7 . MY C O N C L U S I O N FROM ALL T H I S IS THAT THERE IS S T I L L C O N S I D E R A B L E 

DEBATE WITHIN THE MANY D I V E R S E E L E M E N T S THAT MAKE UP THE 

STRUCTURE OF AUTHORITY AND PO! ER H E R E . THOSE IN FAVOUR OF A 

P E A C E F U L S E T T L E M E N T , WHICH I THINK INCLUDES THE MEMBERS OF THE 

REVOLUTIONARY C O U N C I L , HAVE D E C I D E D TO TAKE THE L I N E THAT THE 

DEPARTURE OF THE SHAH FROM THE US 13 A D E F E A T FOR THE US AND 
TO CONTINUE TO WORK FOR THE HOLD  I M G OF AN INTERNATIONAL ENQUIRY. 
C E R T A I N L Y QOTBZADEH HAS CONTINUED TO SPEAK IN T H E S E TERMS ( C F 

HIS INTERVIEW ON ABC T E L E V I S I O N ) AND HAS EVEN G I V E N C O N S I D E R A B L E 

A

• 'DETAIL OF THE WAY IN WHICH THE ENQUIRY MIGHT BE O R G A N I S E D . 

HE HAS NAMED SEAN MCBRIDE AND PETTITl, CHAIRMAN OF THE LAWYERS' 
A S S O C I A T I O N OF P A R I S AND P R E S I D E N T OF THE INTERNAT IONAL 

C A T H O L I C J U R I S T S ' O R G A N I S A T I O N , AS P O S S I B L E M E M B E R S , IN A D D I T I O N 

TO F I G U R E S FROM A F R I C A AND A S I A , NONE OF WHOM HE HAS YET APPRO A.7HED. 

(I AM TOLD THAT P E T T I T I , WHO I B E L I E V E V I S I T E D IRAN IN THE SPRING, 
HAS NOT R E J E C T E D THE PROPOSAL OUT OF HAND BUT HAS S A I D HE WOULD 

TALK TO M C B R I D E . I AM ALSO TOLD THAT THREE GERMANS HAVE B E E N 
D P R O A C H E D , PASTOR A B L E R T Z WHO HAS R E F U S E D , THE F O R " E R HEAD OF 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL IN GERMANY, WHO HAS S A I D HE IS TOO O L D , 

AND ANOTHER PASTOR WHO DOES NOT WISH TO BE I N V O L V E D ) . HE HAS ALSO 

SUGGESTED THAT THE ENQUIRY MIGHT CONVENE AT THE B E G I S CIN G OF 

JANUARY AND WOULD PROBABLY TAKE T ,0 WEEKS TO HEAR EVIDENCE. 
THE HOSTAGES COULD APPEAR ? E F O R E THE ENQUIRY AS W I T N E S S E S BUT 

" N O T AS THE A C C U S E D " . MOREOVER H A 3 I B I , S P E A K I N G FOR THE 


REVOLUTIONARY C O U N C I L , S A I D L A S T NIGHT THAT THE ENOUIRY 30ARD 


WOULD BE COMPOSED OF ?k M E M B E R S . AS U S U A L , I SHALL T E L E G R A P H 


AGAIN WHEN I HAVE THE T E X T OfF T H I S STATEMENT L A S T N I G H T , ALTHOUGH 
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