
NOTE FOR THE RECORD 


Hi 
N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 


The S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d c a l l e d on t h e 
Prime M i n i s t e r on 4 J u l y , a t 1730 a t No. 10, t o have a p r e l i m i n a r y 
word about t h e s i t u a t i o n i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d i n advance o f t h e 
m e e t i n g o f OD i n t h e f o l l o w i n g week. 

The Prime M i n i s t e r f i r s t t o l d Mr. A t k i n s about t h e t e l e p h o n e 

c o n v e r s a t i o n w h i c h she had j u s t had w i t h P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r , d u r i n g 

w h i c h he had asked her i  f she c o u l d p r o v i d e him w i t h background 

b r i e f i n g on N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d which he c o u l d use i n t h e t a l k s w h i c h 

he expected t o have w i t h Senator Edward Kennedy and Speaker O ' N e i l l . 

The Prime M i n i s t e r asked Mr. A t k i n s i f he would a r r a n g e f o r a 

s u i t a b l e paper t o be p r e p a r e d : a n y t h i n g w h i c h was f o r P r e s i d e n t 

C a r t e r ' s eyes o n l y s h o u l d be c o n t a i n e d i n a s e p a r a t e n o t e . 

Mr. A t k i n s s a i d t h a t he welcomed t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o b r i e f 

P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r and would a r r a n g e f o r t h e paper t o be p r e p a r e d as 

a m a t t e r o f urgency. 


Mr. A t k i n s went on t o say t h a t he would be s u b m i t t i n g a l o n g 

paper t o OD; what he needed from t h e mee t i n g was t h e a p p r o v a l o f 

h i s c o l l e a g u e s f o r t h e course o f a c t i o n w h i c h he was p u r s u i n g . 

He was a p p r o a c h i n g h i s c o n t a c t s w i t h N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d p o l i t i c i a n s 

i n t h e o n l y way he knew, namely t h r o u g h i n d i v i d u a l and v e r y 

p r i v a t e t a l k s . He t h o u g h t t h i s approach was b e s t and t h a t , p r o v i d i n g 

h i s t a l k s remained p r i v a t e , he mi g h t succeed i n p e r s u a d i n g some of 

t h e p o l i t i c i a n s t o come o u t o f t h e i r c o r n e r s . Mr. A t k i n s s a i d 

t h a t he was on v e r y good p e r s o n a l terms b o t h w i t h I a n P a i s l e y and 

w i t h Gerry F i t t . 


meantime, a c r u c i a l f a c t o r was D u b l i n ' s a t t i t u d e : t h e Border 

J u r i s d i c t i o n Act p r o v i d e d a c o n t i n u i n g t e s t o f I r i s h i n t e n t i o n s and 

a key case was s h o r t l y coming up which would p r o v i d e an i n d i c a t i o n 

o f t h e i r a t t i t u d e . Mr. A t k i n s s a i d t h a t he saw a few glimmers o f 

hope i n t h e s i t u a t i o n . The N o r t h e r n I r i s h were more p r e p a r e d t o 
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d e a l w i t h t h e new C o n s e r v a t i v e Government t h a n t h e y had been w i t h 

Labour, because t h e y knew t h a t t h e C o n s e r v a t i v e s had a f i v e - y e a r 

t e r m ahead o f them. Gerry F i t t s t i l l hankered a f t e r a Sunningdale 

s o l u t i o n and po w e r - s h a r i n g ; but was b e g i n n i n g t o accept t h a t t h i s 

was not any l o n g e r a r e a l i s t i c o b j e c t i v e . 


Mr. A t k i n s t o l d t h e Prime M i n i s t e r t h a t I a n P a i s l e y wanted 

t o be Prime M i n i s t e r o f N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . He might be pre p a r e d t o 

make some concessions i n o r d e r t o achi e v e h i s a m b i t i o n . Mr. A t k i n s 

s a i d t h a t he proposed t o ask Mr. P a i s l e y s t r a i g h t out whether he 

d i d w i s h t o become Prime M i n i s t e r and, i n t h e l i g h t o f P a i s l e y ' s 

r e p l y , t o gauge what concessions he might be w i l l i n g t o make. 

The Prime M i n i s t e r expressed some doubts about t h i s : i  f P a i s l e y 

f a i l e d t o become Prime M i n i s t e r , he would be l i k e l y t o w i t h d r a w 

whatever he had conceded. Mr. A t k i n s s a i d t h a t he t h o u g h t P a i s l e y 

would f a i l b u t t h a t h i s a m b i t i o n might h e l p t o loosen up t h e 

s i t u a t i o n . 


Mr. A t k i n s went on t o say t h a t t h e U l s t e r U n i o n i s t s , f o l l o w i n g 

t h e i r v e r y bad showing i n t h e European e l e c t i o n s , were now i n 

d i s a r r a y ; P a i s l e y was t h e o n l y r e s p e c t e d p o l i t i c i a n among them. 

The U n i o n i s t s were, however, b e g i n n i n g t o t a l k about safeguards 

f o r t h e m i n o r i t y , which was a h o p e f u l s i g n . 


Mr. A t k i n s asked t h e Prime M i n i s t e r whether she would be w i l l i n g 

t o t a l k t o C a r d i n a l Hume about t h e s i t u a t i o n i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . 

The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t she had a l r e a d y done so, when t h e 

C a r d i n a l had c a l l e d on her s h o r t l y a f t e r she had taken o f f i c e and 

she had not been encouraged by h i s v e r y n a i v e approach t o some 

aspects o f t h e s i t u a t i o n . 


Mr. A t k i n s t o l d t h e Prime M i n i s t e r t h a t h i s r e c e n t t a l k s i n 

D u b l i n had gone w e l l and t h a t t h e I r i s h had seemed a l i t t l  e 

shamefaced about t h e i r r e c e n t b e h a v i o u r . 


6 J u l y 1979 



