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THE QUEEN'S EPEECH ON THE CPENING OF FARLIAMENT

Note by the Secretary of Stete for the Home Department

1, I attach a draft of The Quesn'e Speech on the Opening of Parliament
which has been revised in accordance with the discussion in Cabinet cn
16 October, The revised passages ars underlined.

2, The Secretary of State for Employment kas, as requested, proposed an
additional reference cn unemployment [Pag.ﬁ 3}_ The draft also incorporates
the amendments agreed in Cabinet and revisions suggested by the Secretaries

of State for Industry and Energy.

< 78 The Paymasier General has considered the drafting of the revised
Speech and suggestiors for improving the draft have been incorporated in the

new text.

4. No new developments have been reported to me on the programme of
':U]ll'.'ﬂg’J-ES will no doubt wish to congider
Subject to

State Visita or on Northern Ireland.
whether the reference to Northern Ireland should now be finalisad,
this, Iinvite colleagues to approve the draft Opening Speech,

W W

Home Office

2l October 1980
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'HE QUEEN'S SPEECH ON THE OPENING OF PARLIAMENT
NOVEMBIIL 1980

MY LORDS AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS,

I take greai pleasure in the ecurrent State Vis=it of His Majesty the

Eing of Nepal, and look forward to visiting later this month Belgium,

the Commission of tl I'l""j"' an Communities, and the 'II.-._||'|-:|_1|.'|.L'||-1'.- of the

North Atlantie Treaty Organisation.

| look forward with egqual pleasure |-[r:1 the State Visit of the President of
Mexico| next year, to visiting Norway, Australia, New Zealand | and Sri I kal,
angl to being present in Melbourne on the eccasion of the next meeting of the
Commpnweal th Heads of Government,

o
My Government believe the best hope of lasling peace lies in the

effective maintenance of Western secur L1y, ||-:\. thepefore attach great

importance to defence and to contriluting fullyv to the North Atlamtic alliance.

They will conlinue to press for the complete withdrawal of Spviet troops from

Afghanistan and for a political settlement accoeptable to the Afrhan EI'-:Z|III-
Fegpite events in Afghanistan and Cambodia, they will continue to seck more
gtable East-West relations, will adopt a constructive but realistiec approach
Madrid review meeting, and will contimue to work for

to the fortheomi TLr

effeelive measares of arms control.
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y Government support the efforis of the Eurepean Community to work
towards a jusi, lasting and comprehensive settlement of the Arab/Tsrael
11 ite. They view with grave coucern the present conflied

lran and I!'.:-] and will continue to work witih other Epovermnentl s
for an end to bestilit : Fhey will continue also te support the
United States' Government in their efforts to find an early and peaceful

solution to the prolonged illegal detention ef the United Statez" diplomatic

hogtages in lran,

Negotiations find an internationally recognised settlement in Namibio

in aceordance with the United Nations' 1 wil continue,

My Government 3 I trong comml tment the European Community,

Thev look farwar g oagcession of Greece on 1 Jamary 1981 and to ths

prospeet of further enlargemen lrey B Tull part in discussions

to impr the common agricultural policy and restructure the ¢ommoanits
will continue to work for apreement on 8 revised common

Legisglation will be introduced to smend the law about

ggions’ . ! R T |'|I'l-;--.||l Par ament copnstituencies

My Govermment confirm o O i) i £ 1w the Unitsd
Nations, and wil LI e £ i 51 i F eir activitie

My Govermment recopnise the serioug economi i:_l'|:-|_-I| ms thal

._1.l..-_‘.||||.|| i e ]||j1 i {1 4 fird L-.u!t contlone La wo

countries and Lernat i - 1 | to allevi
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MBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS,

timates for the public service will be laid before you,

LORDS AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS,

need to bring down the rate of inflation and create conditions for a
tainable growth of output and emplovment remains the prime concern of
Government., To that end they will take all steps necessary to maintain

1 monetary and fiscal policies.

for public expenditure will take account of the need to restrict the
claims of the public sector on the nation's resources Special attention
|l continue to be given to the encouragement of new businesses and to
sures to permit small firms to expand and prosper.

Government, recoemising of those sunffering

ployvment, will prod eed nroently with an .-_u,un.].ql procramme of .-||-_[1]r|1.|1nr:1

e e F Al et s Sl S Pl -l il IO A i e

| traininge measiires for the l!!||-_||Jal|'1'-.4-|],I Da 1 ii!l].'ll'!'-. ill-- Youmn, }’]‘ujlf]:..;-_-l__:

i == —— o e —_t -

11 bhe "P_ll___l:_'_ll.'_'_'['l"'l' vou Tor iI"i‘II'H‘. i'I!"_'_ IF|H|H~_J rial Lrainine in the ]1|:|-f_1"1' I'|']"]-'_"

d for supplving those skills which will be needed when Et1||r]_-:li|‘lx' moves out of the

nrrent recession.

Further proposals will be brought forward to reduce the scope of nationalised

and state industry, and to increase competition. My Government will take

British National
|-'iJ 'f’-nl'prrr'ili.iun. _"-]l-.'::-aul'ﬂ:-.' 'I.-.'I'fi :1rau []1' [:|El\] !tL'rfll'lr _"..HI;I 1'H |':ai|I.|1-:- pn[rli:
involvement in !.l'.'un:i.ui‘[. industries with further opportunities for private

!I."-.J-r|JJH'Irf-; and to |'f'“i'.!'_'1'HIJ-:-I‘ the Post |“|.!-|.l:'1'.' Lo encourare hetter nerformanc
1 =

e e — —_—e— = ow

i postal services and to introduce rreatel competition.in teleconmunications.

_.F
TE
R R e - -
CONFIDENTIAL

= ——— R




CONFIDENTIAL

Legiglation will also be introduced to amend the financial arranpementsz for

National Ent erprisi |:-1.|r~i, Lhe Scottish ard I-I-r_'_]"'!l _||--l.|-|'u!'.'.--lll Arend i,l'-~:I

Lhe Development Board for Hural Wales); and to provide for & capital

congtruction of the British Steel orporation.

My Government will continue to ensure that the nation's enerpy ri
-:l|'l'|':l:1-lll']:l. |=|".'E-|i|'|'-|-| and effi« iently used, ecgislation will be introduced
the conservation of energy and 1o posSe @ ].--\:-,' on the British Gas
1

Lorparation lar specillied gas purd hirs

Northern [reland my Govermment will work towards further improving

the conditions for sound economic gprowth. [hey will

lorward proposals for locally-elected representatives in th

ol Northern Ireland,

My Government are fTirn the maintenance of law and ordex
the United King ey will introduce legislation to improve
law inecluding ey the =n p d person olflence and will

develop plans for giving effeci n !.|:'|-|-||:-.-"- in the recont White Papel

voung offenderes,

1 Hill will be Lntroduaced N i o LI i I InT1LONA

of the White Paper publi

lation wi L1 Tsi :'||_au|-:': i ||||".,__,; il

speclial needs,

MEINDEMT
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Mrasures 1o improve the law

and civic povernment and

111 :‘Id'1_3|1.'lllll !':-].-.-‘.__Illg_[ L -'l.|1'.|.||j-.||| and |_|_:|.";;||_

Lo

protect wives' home will be laic

rirhts

biefore

VIO,

My bovernment will proposea

Pensions, war g1 ons

per

L November and revi

ard to place a doty on er

!'ll';!ll:_ the (RN |'-I voeonkse of

will be

EETVICES,

will alsa 1 lai

Count |'I'. 3

b brought for

Lhe red iprocal

Bill will be introduced

Other measures will be

MY LORDS AND MEMBERS OF THI

pr 1y Lthat Lhi Bl slng of

m A BUT D E

giclmi

to improve road safety.

security benefits will be ineéreased

vear, Legielation will be brough

mployers provide sick pay for their

cmplovers

vl 1o enable lmprovements

]| hefore you to promote the conservation of wild

1

ward to implement European Comminity directives

id alsp to omend the law tn the

relating

Ly rte in thi and fer

elppn Judgments in eivil and commercial

I rm the law of contempt of court.
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