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/ L A  > 6CONFIDENTIAL 

FM TEHRAN 201315Z D E C 
TO IMMEDIATE FCO 
TELEGRAM N U M B E R 1375  O F 20 D E C 79 
I N F O I M M E D I A T E W A S H I N G T O N 

I N F O PRIORITY E E C P O S T S . 

MY TELNO 1364 »  U S E M B A S S Y , T E H R A N . 

1. T H E R E D O E S SEEM TO H A V E B E E N A C H A N G E  O F MOOD H E R E , T H O U G H 

I T IS D I F F I C U L T TO D A T E IT. KHOMEINI'S P R E S S INTERVIEW ( M Y 

T E L N O 1?61) ON SUNDAY A F T E R N O O N ' (16 D E C ) WAS M A R K E D L Y  S T IFFER 
T H A N T H E STATEMENTS BEING M A D E  B Y Q0T3ZADEH AT T H A T T I M E , 

T H O U G H NOT INCONSISTENT WITH T H E " . T H E STATEMENT I S S U E D  B Y T H E 

" S T U D E N T S ' ' C'l T H E MORNING  OF 13 DECEMBER, HOWEVER, ( P A R A 5 
OF  MY TELNO 1355) W A S ,  A S I COMMENTED, M U C H H A R D E R  I N T O N E AND 
K H O M E I N I ' S STATEMENT TO T H E DISABLED T H A T SAME MORNING ( M Y T U R ) 

SHOWED NO F L E X I B I L I T Y , NOTABLY IN T H E RENEWED I N S I S T E N C E ON 

T H E R E T U R N OF T H E S H A H . 

P .  ON T H E O T H E R HAND T H E R E A R E ' S T I L L C O N F L I C T I N G V O I C E S . 



2, O N T H E O T H E R H A N D T H E R E A R E S T I L L C O N F L I C T I N G V O I C E S , 

QOTBZADEH, S P E A K I N G A F T E R A M E E T I N G O F T H E REVOLUTIONARY0 
C O U N C I L T'JE M I G H T B E F O R E K H O M E I N I ( I E ON 17 DEC) C O N T I N U E D 

TO T A L K ABOUT A N ENQUIRY A S OPPOSED T O A T R I A L : A N D RAFSANJANI, 
S U P E R V I S O R OF T H E M I N I S T R Y O r T H E INTERIOR A N D A M E M B E R O F T H E 

RC, SA|n in T H E COURSE O F A M I N T E R V I E W O N 17 D E C E N O E R , ' ' W H A T 

I S I M P O R T A N T F O R U S I S T H E INVESTIGATION O F U S CRIMES I M I R A N . . . . 

WE D O N O T W A N T T O I N V E S T I G A T E T H E I N D I V I D U A L S ' C R I M E S AS S P I E S 

B E C A U S E T H E I S S U E I S ON A HIGHER L E V E L . W E W I L L I N V I T E S T R O N G 

P E R S O N A L I T I E S O F T H E WORLD T O C O M E H E R E . .  . A N D U N D E R S T A N D W H Y 

WE C O M J W U O T T H E U S I N T H I S W A Y . NOW WHAT F O R M T H E T R I A L S H O U L D 

T A K E WE C A N N O T D E T E R M I N E . IT I S F O R T H O S E W H O H A V E T A K E N T H E 

H O S T A G E S . O F C O U R S E T H E Y C O N S U L T T H E I M A M .  " 

T H E C O M M U N I T Y A M B A S S A D O R S D I S C U S S E D T H I S M O R N I N G T H E 

P O W E R S T R U C T U R E I N I R A N . O N E E X T R E M E V I E W I S T H A T T H E R E 

I S III E F F E C T N O G O V E R N M E N T A N D T H A T T H E " S T U D E N T S  " D E T E R M I N E 


P O L I C Y . I R E L I E V E T H A T T H I S I S T O O S T A R K A N D O V E R - S I M P L I F I E S 


T H E P O S I T I O N . A S F A R A S T H E A M E R I C A N S H E L D I N T H E U S E M B A S S Y 


A R E C O N C E R N E D , T H E " S T U D E N T S  " A R E I N P O S S E S S I O N A N D A B L E 


T O I M P O S E A V E T O , S I N C E T H E A U T H O R I T I E S A R E N O T P R E P A R E D T O 


U S E F O R C E A G A I N S T T H E M ( H A N I S A D R S A I D T H I S T O T H E C O M M U N I T Y 


A M B A S S A D O R S A T O U R F I R S T M E E T I N G W I T H H I M I N N O V E M B E R ) . 


H O W E V E R I N T H E L A S T R E S O R T T H E " S T U D E N T S  " A R E P R E P A R E D T O 


O B E Y K H O M E I N I , I F H E G I H 3 T H E M A C L E A R L E A D O R I N S T R U C T I O N . 

B U T K H O M E I N I H I M S E L F , P A R T L Y F O R T A C T I C A L R E A S O N S A M D P A R T L Y 

B E C A U S E I B E L I E V E T H I S I S HOW H E S E E S H I S R O L E , I S L I T P R E P A R E D 

T O G I V E A C L E A R I N S T R U C T I O N U N L E S S H E I S F A I R L Y S U R E T H A T I T 

R E F L E C T S A C O N C E N S U S O F H I S F O L L O W E R S A N D W I L L 3 E O B E Y E D . 

T H C I S C O N S I S T E N T W I T H H I S V I E W O R T H E R O L E O F R E L I G I O N A M D 

W I T H H I S C L A I M T O B E , M O T A D E C I D E ? O F P O L I C Y , B U T A M O U T H P I E C E 

O F T H E W I L L O F T H E P E O P L E OR O F G O D , V O X P O P U L I , V O X D E I , W I T H 

A V E N G E A N C E ) W H I C H , P R O V I D E D T H E P E O P L E A R E G O O D U S L I M S , H E 

B G O U L D A R G U E A R E T H E S A M E . I T I S A T W O W A Y S T R E E T A N D T O A L A R G E 

E X T E N T K H O M E I N I R E A C T S T O T H E P U B L I C F E E L I N G W H I C H H E C R E A T E S . 

4 . T H A T S A I D , | .AM N O T C L E A R W H Y IH^Z H A S B E E N T H I S C H A N G E IM 
M O O D . 1RT, A N D A S F A R A S T H E S T U D E N T S A R E C O N C E R N E D

T H I N K T H I S I S C E R T A I N L Y S O , T H E " O V E O F T H E S H A H : Y H A V E C O N -
T R I B U T E D , A L T H O U G H T H E REVOLUTIONARY C O U N C I L A N D K H O M E I N I 

HIMSELF ORIGINALLY CHOSE T O R E G A R D I T A S A S T E P I N T H E R I G H T 

D I R E C T I O N A N D A V I C T O R Y F O R I R A N . I N P A R T T H E S T U D E ' T S A N D 

KHO E I N I A L S O S E E M T O HAVE B E E N H O U S E D B Y P R E S I D E N T C A R T E R ' S 

C O M M E N T S O V E R T H E W E E K E N D A B O U T A, ! C R E H O P E F U L S I T U A T I O N DEV­

 I 



% RE H JPEFUL SITUATION 
BbOMNG Hi | I R A N . BOTH THE STUDENTS A " D KHOMEINI IN THE IR R E S P E C T I V E 

STATEMENTS OF 13 DECEMBER E X P R E S S E D ANGER AT T H I S I N T E R P R E T A T I O N . 

FOR E X A M P L E , WE HAVE IN THE FORMER STATEMENT, " O M I N O U S SOUNDS 

ARE HEARD FRON THE WHITE HOUSE WHICH IMPUDENTLY ACCUSE THE 

IRANIAN NATION OF CHANGING ITS POSITION... HA5 OUR IMAM CHANGED 
HIS POSITION? N E V E R , NO ONE CAN EVER DARE TO SAY SUCH A 

BLASPHEMOUS T H I N G "  . THE DEATH OF MO F ATT EH " A Y ALSO BE AN .. 
ELEMENT IN K H O M E I N I ' S ANGER. MOFATTEH WAS A PUPIL AND F R I E N D , 

AND NOT KMOWING THE P E R P E T R A T O R S , HE HAS CHOSEN TO A T T R I B U T E 

T I E A S S A S S I N A T I O N TO THE C I A . I AM TOLD THAT HE IS T O T A L L Y 

TAKEN UP WITH THE B E L I E F THAT THE US IS D E E P L Y ENGAGED IN 
PLOTTING THE DOWNFALL OF H I M S E L F AMD THE F A I L U R E OF THE I R A N I A N 

REVOLUTION, 
T 

5 . IN SUM, THE S I T U A T I O N I S GLOOMY AND F A C E D WITH THE FAILURE 
TO OBTAIN ANY S I G N I F I C A N T SUPPORT IN THE WORLD, K H O M E I N I ' S 

MOOD IS U G L Y . HE MAY WELL EMBARK ON SOME NEW I N I T I A T I V E TO 

BOLSTER H I S P O S I T I O N . 

GRAHAM 

NNNN 


