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S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r Wales Mr. John G r i f f i t h s 

M i n i s t e r o f S t a t e , Department o f I n d u s t r y Mr. Les P a u l 

P a r l i a m e n t a r y U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e , Mr. Bernard P i t s o n 

Department of Employment 
 Mr. John F o l e y 


Mr. I. Gow 
 Mr. Derek Gregory 

Mr. D. Wolfson 
 Mr. D a v i d J e n k i n s 

Mr. B. Ingham 

Mr. T. L a n k e s t e r 

Mr. M. P a t t i s o n 


* * * * * * * * 


A f t e r welcoming the Wales TUC, the Prime M i n i s t e r b r i e f l y 

o u t l i n e d the Government's economic s t r a t e g y . T h i s was to secure 

r i s i n g l i v i n g s t a n d a r d s and a r i s i n g number o f genuine j o b s . The 

Government's b a s i c p h i l o s o p h y was t h a t people were r e s p o n s i b l e 

f o r t h e i r own l i v e s , and f o r u s i n g t h e i r own s k i l l s to o b t a i n 

u s e f u l work. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the r e v i v a l of the economy c o u l d not 

be a c h i e v e d a t once; i t would r e q u i r e r e s o l u t i o n and a change 

o f a t t i t u d e s throughout the c o u n t r y . 


Mr. Wright thanked the Prime M i n i s t e r f o r a g r e e i n g to see the 

d e l e g a t i o n . T h i s was t h e i r t h i r d annual v i s i t to No.10, and they 

hoped t h a t the Prime M i n i s t e r would agree to see them again the 

f o l l o w i n g y e a r so as to g i v e them an o p p o r t u n i t y to p r e s e n t the 

p a r t i c u l a r problems o f Wales. They d i d not expect to persuade 

the Government to change the b a s i c s t r a t e g y , but they s t i l l f e l t 

bound t o exp r e s s concern at the manner o f i t s inplendentation One 

area o f p a r t i c u l a r concern was the t h r e a t t o j o b support programmes: 

they would l i k e to see the p r e v i o u s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s guarantee of 

work, e d u c a t i o n o r t r a i n i n g f o r young people c o n t i n u e d . 


Mr. Wright went on to r a i s e two i s s u e s . F i r s t , he hoped t h a t 

the p r o p o s a l f o r a new power s t a t i o n i n Carmarthen Bay would go 

ahead. T h i s p r o p o s a l , which would i n v o l v e t h e use of the new 

f l u i d i z e d bed b o i l e r ^f^0],O|fi¥i4?%ii|^^«v^leaped by Babcocks & W i l c o x , 
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would improve the employment p r o s p e c t s of the a r e a ; and i n any case 
the e x i s t i n g s t a t i o n was r e a c h i n g the end of i t s u s e f u l l i f e . 
(The S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r Wales commented t h a t t h i s p r o p o s a l was 
s t i l  l under c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the Department of Energy: u n f o r t u n a t e l y , 

Carmarthen Bay was not an i d e a l l o c a t i o n f o r a demonstration p l a n t . ) 

S h o t t o n 


Secondly, Mr. Wright r a i s e d the q u e s t i o n o f the c l o s u r e of the 

Shotton s t e e l w o r k s . I f BSC went ahead w i t h the c l o s u r e , t h i s 

would c r e a t e s e v e r e unemployment i n the a r e a . I t was d i f f i c u l t 

t o see how BSC c o u l d j u s t i f y the c l o s u r e , a g a i n s t the pledge which 

they had g i v e n i n 1977. Whereas the p r e v i o u s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n had 

endorsed the 1977 p l e d g e , the p r e s e n t Government d i d not appear 

to do so. I r r e s p e c t i v e of the p l e d g e , the c o n t i n u a t i o n of s t e e l 

making at Shotton c o u l d be j u s t i f i e d on economic grounds. To 

c l o s e the works would i n v o l v e more sp e n d i n g on redundancy payments 

and unemployment b e n e f i t than the f u n d i n g r e q u i r e d t o keep the 

works going. The S h o t t o n w o r k f o r c e had been very c o - o p e r a t i v e i n 

a g r e e i n g cut-backs i n employment i n r e c e n t y e a r s , and they had 

a c h i e v e d e x c e l l e n t p r o d u c t i v i t y i n the new c o a t i n g complex. The 

p o l i c y of the unions had been t o co-operate i n the c l o s u r e as l o n g 

as t h e r e were a l t e r n a t i v e j o b s i n the o f f i n g ; but d e s p i t e r e p e a t e d 

e f f o r t s , the number of new j o b s brought i n t o the S h o t t o n area was 

n e g l i g i b l e . The S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r I n d u s t r y had s a i d t h a t 

Shotton was an i s s u e f o r BSC and not f o r the Government. The 

unions c o u l d not accept t h i s : i n the l a s t r e s o r t , i f BSC d i d not 

take i n t o account t h e i r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s , they had a r i g h t t o 

expect i n t e r v e n t i o n by the Government. The Government ought i n any 

case t o adopt a more f l e x i b l e approach on the f u n d i n g of BSC: i f 

we were to s t i c k to the 1980 d e a d l i n e f o r b r e a k i n g even, BSC c o u l d 

w e l l c o l l a p s e . The Government ought to r e c o g n i s e t h a t BSC was 

f a c e d w i t h temporary d i f f i c u l t i e s , and p r o v i d e the n e c e s s a r y funds 

to see them through the immediate p e r i o d ahead. Another measure 

which would h e l p Shotton would be t o i n t r o d u c e temporary c o n t r o l s 

on sheet s t e e l i m p o r t s . The Wales TUC f u l l y endorsed the Prime 

M i n i s t e r ' s g e n e r a l approach on the EEC: t o i n s i s t on import c o n t r o l s 

would be c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h i s approach. 


The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t she was very unhappy t h a t s t e e l 

i m p o r t s had reached such a h i g h l e v e l . But i t would be q u i t e wrong 
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t o s t o p the e n g i n e e r i n g i n d u s t r y from b u y i n g imported s t e e l 

when UK s t e e l was h i g h e r p r i c e d and o f t e n not a v a i l a b l e . The 

s o l u t i o n t o the import problem was not t o impose c o n t r o l s but 

t o improve the c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s of UK s t e e l . The problem was not 

one of l a c k of investment. Rather, i t was how t o use e x i s t i n g 

investment more e f f e c t i v e l y . The p r e s e n t d i s p u t e at H u n t e r s t o n , 

which was t h r e a t e n i n g the f u t u r e of R a v e n s c r a i g , was a t r a g e d y . 


The M i n i s t e r of S t a t e ( I n d u s t r y ) s a i d t h a t the Shotton 

w o r k f o r c e had indeed shown a good a t t i t u d e , and the s t e e l w o r k s 

was a t p r e s e n t p r o d u c i n g above t a r g e t . However, the 1977 pledge 

had been g i v e n i n the e x p e c t a t i o n o f a growing market. I t was 

easy t o be c r i t i c a l o f BSC w i t h h i n d s i g h t , but the r e a l i t y was 

t h a t the market f o r s t e e l had not grown. The p r e s e n t Government 

had adopted the same break-even t a r g e t as the p r e v i o u s Government: 

the o n l y d i f f e r e n c e between the two was t h a t t h e new a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

i n t e n d e d to ensure t h a t t h i s t a r g e t was a c h i e v e d . Hence, BSC were 

making p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r the c l o s u r e of t h e i r l e s s v i a b l e p l a n t s , 

and i n e v i t a b l y S h o t t o n must be h i g h on the l i s t . They were c u r r e n t l y 

p r o d u c i n g at a l o s s of £24 per ton o f s t e e l , and they were the o n l y 

s t e e l works i n the c o u n t r y s t i l  l u s i n g open h e a r t h f u r n a c e s . BSC 

had t o l d the Government t h a t they c o u l d meet the break-even t a r g e t 

i n 1980; i  t was now f o r them t o take whatever a c t i o n was needed. 


The Prime M i n i s t e r added t h a t t h e r e was of course a human 

problem i n any c l o s u r e s i t u a t i o n . But she c o u l d not accept the 

argument t h a t i t was worth s u b s i d i s i n g j o b s which were b a s i c a l l y 

uneconomic. The more t h a t the Government spent on s u p p o r t i n g s t e e l , 

the l e s s t h e r e would be f o r the i n d u s t r i e s o f the f u t u r e . The 

Government would not i n t e r v e n e t o stop BSC from go i n g ahead w i t h the 

c l o s u r e ; but e v e r y t h i n g p o s s i b l e would be done t o help p r o v i d e 

j o b s f o r those made redundant. The C h a n c e l l o r p o i n t e d out t h a t 

S h o t t o n might w e l l have done b e t t e r i f i t had c o n t i n u e d as an 

independent company i n s t e a d of b e i n g n a t i o n a l i s e d as p a r t of BSC. 

But t h e r e was no p o i n t i n t r y i n g t o r e - w r i t e h i s t o r y . BSC's 

investment i n new p l a n t and equipment had been massive, and the c l o s u r e 

o f the l e s s economic p l a n t s was c r u c i a l i f the i n d u s t r y was t o become 

c o m p e t i t i v e . Indeed, the c o n t i n u e d v i a b i l i t y o f the f i n i s h i n g 

end at S h o t t o n would depend upon improved w o r k i n g at R a v e n s c r a i g and 

i n the South Wales p l a n t s . The Government c o u l d not h e l p h e r e ; 
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i t was p r i m a r i l y f o r the t r a d e unions. The S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r Wales 

added t h a t he was d e l i g h t e d at the r e c e n t improvement i n p r o d u c t i v i t y 

at Llanwern; the w o r k f o r c e at P o r t T a l b o t were a l s o showing g r e a t e r 

c o - o p e r a t i o n . 


Mr. Wright then s a i d t h a t some of the s t e e l imports appeared 

t o be s u b s i d i s e d ; he hoped the Government would c o n s i d e r t h i s , and 

take a c t i o n t o s t o p the s u b s i d i e s . The C h a n c e l l o r commented t h a t 

i t would be d i f f i c u l t t o complain about o t h e r c o u n t r i e s ' s u b s i d i e s 

when we were s u b s i d i s i n g BSC so h e a v i l y . We were a l r e a d y f a c i n g 

c r i t i c i s m i n the USA f o r what appeared t o them to be s u b s i d i e s on 

e x p o r t s . 


The S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r Wales s a i d t h a t the Government 

were c o n s i d e r i n g r e m e d i a l measures f o r the S h o t t o n a r e a , and 

would make an announcement a f t e r BSC had completed t h e i r 

c o n s u l t a t i o n s and taken a f i n a l d e c i s i o n on the c l o s u r e q u e s t i o n . 

He appealed t o the t r a d e unions t o work f o r the s u c c e s s of the 

Welsh s t e e l i n d u s t r y as a whole. 


P u b l i c E x p e n d i t u r e 


Mr. Gregory s a i d t h a t the Government's p u b l i c e x p e n d i t u r e p l a n s 

would cause severe d i f f i c u l t y f o r Wales. P u b l i c e x p e n d i t u r e was 

more important t o the economy of Wales than i  t was i n the r e s t o f 

the UK; f o r example, 60 per cent of employment was d i r e c t l y o r 

i n d i r e c t l y dependent upon i t . Mr. Gregory then c i t e d the f o l l o w i n g 

areas of d i f f i c u l t y : 


( i ) The C o n s e r v a t i v e M a n i f e s t o had s a i d t h a t t h e r e would be 

no c u t s i n the N a t i o n a l H e a l t h S e r v i c e . But as a r e s u l t o f 

t i g h t cash l i m i t s and the VAT i n c r e a s e i n the Budget, the 

r e a l r e s o u r c e s a v a i l a b l e t o the N a t i o n a l H e a l t h S e r v i c e i n 

Wales would be w e l l down t h i s y ear. As a r e s u l t , s e r v i c e s 

were d e t e r i o r a t i n g : f o r example, i n South Glamorgan the 

ambulance s e r v i c e was a l r e a d y worse, t h e r e were fewer nurses 
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i n post and the P r i n c e of Wales H o s p i t a l was t h r e a t e n e d w i t h 

c l o s u r e . I f the Government was t o honour i t s commitment, i t 

s h o u l d p r o v i d e s u f f i c i e n t cash. 


( i i ) The l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s were b e i n g f o r c e d to cut back 

s e r v i c e s i n response to the proposed cut i n the Rate Support 

Grant. (The S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r Wales i n t e r v e n e d t o say 

t h a t the Rate Support Grant f o r next year had not yet been 

announced, t o which Mr. Gregory then r e p l i e d t h a t the l o c a l 

a u t h o r i t i e s were c u t t i n g back because they had been t o l d to 

reduce t h e i r planned e x p e n d i t u r e by 3 per cent t h i s year and 

by 5 per cent n e x t ) . In Dyfed, 20 per cent of the road work 

f o r c e was l i k e l y to be made redundant, and t h i s would mean 

worse roads which would be bad f o r t o u r i s m i n the area. 

Some a u t h o r i t i e s were p r o p o s i n g t o cut back the home h e l p 

s e r v i c e ; t h i s would be a f a l s e economy s i n c e many o l d people 

would c o n s e q u e n t l y have to go i n t o o l d people's homes. 

The c u t s i n e d u c a t i o n spending would a l s o be damaging 
i n p a r t i c u l a r , the c l o s i n g of n u r s e r y s c h o o l s , h i g h e r s c h o o l 

meal ch a r g e s , reduced t r a n s p o r t i n remote a r e a s , lower 

c a p i t a t i o n a l l o w a n c e s and the l i k e l y r e d u c t i o n i n the number 

of t e a c h e r s . I f s c h o o l meals were cut back, t h i s would be 

bad f o r female unemployment i n view of the number o f p a r t - t i m e 

d i n n e r l a d i e s who would l o s e t h e i r j o b s . 


The C h a n c e l l o r commented t h a t the Government c o u l d not c o n t i n u e 

i n c r e a s i n g spending when the n a t i o n ' s w e a l t h was v i r t u a l l y s t a t i c . 

The spending p l a n s which the Government had i n h e r i t e d from Labour 

would have meant an 8p i n c r e a s e i n the b a s i c income t a x r a t e i n 

1980-81. T o t a l p u b l i c spending had to be s t a b i l i s e d , and t h i s would 

i n e v i t a b l y mean t h a t some d i f f i c u l t c h o i c e s had to be made. The 

Government f o r i t s p a r t had d e c i d e d to g i v e g r e a t e r p r i o r i t y t o 

law and o r d e r and defence; the l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s would have to make 

t h e i r own c h o i c e s on the s e r v i c e s which they c o n t r o l l e d . 


/The S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e 
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The S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r Wales p o i n t e d out t h a t l o c a l 

a u t h o r i t y employment i n Wales had r i s e n more r a p i d l y over the y e a r 

to June than i n B r i t a i n as a whole. He was sure they had room f o r 

s a v i n g s . In any case, the s a v i n g s r e q u i r e d were not as great as 

they were a l l e g e d t o be. Assuming the l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s a c h i e v e d 

the 3 per cent cutback t h i s y e a r , they would o n l y have t o reduce t h e i r 

s pending by a f u r t h e r 1 per cent i n 1980-81. There was u n f o r t u n a t e l y 

a tendency f o r l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s t o s e l e c t r e d u c t i o n s which would 

cause the maximum o u t c r y so as to draw a t t e n t i o n t o t h e i r o v e r a l l 

f i n a n c i a l p o s i t i o n . In r e a l i t y , the o p t i o n s were u s u a l l y e a s i e r 

than they made them out to be. 


R e g i o n a l A i d 

Mr. G r i f f i t h s then r a i s e d the q u e s t i o n of r e g i o n a l a i d . 


The Wales TUC welcomed some a s p e c t s of the J u l y announcement on 

r e g i o n a l a i d : f o r example, the u p g r a d i n g of the Wrexham a r e a , the 

c o n t i n u a t i o n of the r a t e of g r a n t at 22 per cent i n SDA's, and the 

f a c t t h a t the DA r a t e had o n l y been reduced by 5 percentage p o i n t s . 

But they f e l t t h a t the downgrading i n Wales as a whole had been too 

s e v e r e (and i n p a r t i c u l a r the downgrading of the South Wales 

c o n u r b a t i o n s to i n t e r m e d i a t e a r e a s t a t u s ) , and they were unhappy 

at the a b o l i t i o n o f r e g i o n a l development grant i n i n t e r m e d i a t e areas. 

R e g i o n a l a i d had p l a y e d an important p a r t i n c r e a t i n g new j o b s i n 

Wales g e n e r a l l y and i t had a l s o h e l p e d t o stem d e - p o p u l a t i o n i n 

mid-Wales. R e g i o n a l a i d was e s p e c i a l l y i m portant i n a t t r a c t i n g 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y m obile p r o j e c t s , as the F o r d engine p r o j e c t at 

Bridgend had shown. He understood t h a t f i n a l d e c i s i o n s on a s s i s t e d 

area coverage i n Wales had s t i l  l not been taken, and hoped t h a t the 

Wales TUC 1s arguments would be taken i n t o account. 


(At t h i s p o i n t the Prime M i n i s t e r had to l e a v e the meeting). 


The S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r Wales c o n f i r m e d t h a t the downgrading 

of c e n t r a l Wales t o n o n - a s s i s t e d area s t a t u s by 1982 was s u b j e c t t o 

review. In a d d i t i o n , m a r g i n a l boundary changes were b e i n g 

c o n s i d e r e d i n t r a v e l - t o - w o r k a r e a s , which would be announced f a i r l y 

s h o r t l y . 


/ Mr. B u t l e r 
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Mr. B u t l e r added t h a t the purpose o f the Government's p o l i c y 

on r e g i o n a l a i d was t o c o n c e n t r a t e a s s i s t a n c e where i t was most 

needed. As a r e s u l t o f the changes announced i n J u l y , those areas 

which c o n t i n u e d to have a s s i s t e d area s t a t u s would do r e l a t i v e l y 

b e t t e r than they had done i n the p a s t . The u p g r a d i n g o f areas had 

taken p l a c e immediately w h i l e downgrading would be phased. Even 

a f t e r f u l l i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of the new p o l i c y 94% of Wales i n p o p u l a t i o n 

terms would c o n t i n u e to r e c e i v e r e g i o n a l a s s i s t a n c e o f one k i n d o r 

another. On the q u e s t i o n o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y mobile p r o j e c t s , 

S e c t i o n 8 a s s i s t a n c e would c o n t i n u e t o be a v a i l a b l e : the r e c e n t 

d e c i s i o n t o support the Dow-Corning p r o j e c t was a good example o f t h i s . 

As f o r the Shotton a r e a , i f BSC d e c i d e d f i n a l l y t o c l o s e the s t e e l w o r k s , 

the Government would s e r i o u s l y c o n s i d e r u p g r a d i n g the area t o SDA 

s t a t u s . 


(At t h i s p o i n t the C h a n c e l l o r of the Exchequer had to l e a v e the 

m e e t i n g ) . 


The S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r Wales s a i d t h a t m u l t i - n a t i o n a l s were 

s t i l  l showing good i n t e r e s t i n Wales. There was no e v i d e n c e t h a t 

t h e i r i n t e r e s t had d i m i n i s h e d s i n c e the J u l y announcement. In r e p l y 

to a q u e s t i o n on the t i m i n g of r e m e d i a l measures f o r S h o t t o n , 

Mr. Edwards s a i d t h a t he thought t h e r e would be g r e a t resentment i  f 

r e m e d i a l measures were announced b e f o r e BSC f i n a l l y d e c i d e d on c l o s u r e . 


Economic P l a n n i n g 

Mr. P a u l s a i d t h a t he wished to r a i s e one t o p i c w i t h no f i n a n c i a l 


i m p l i c a t i o n s . T h i s was the problem of human r e l a t i o n s i n economic 

development. The d e c i s i o n to e s t a b l i s h a S e l e c t Committee on Welsh 

a f f a i r s would h e l p t o widen p u b l i c d i s c u s s i o n . N a t i o n a l l y , the Government 

was f a c i n g up to s e v e r e economic and s o c i a l problems, but t h e r e was a 

s p e c i f i c Welsh dimension which would r e q u i r e s e p a r a t e a t t e n t i o n . In 

the review of the powers of the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r Wales, t r a d e 

union involvement must be c o n s i d e r e d . The Wales TUC saw a s t r o n g case 

f o r a N a t i o n a l Economic Development C o u n c i l f o r Wales t o f i l  l t h i s need. 

There was a l a c k o f a c o n t i n u o u s p l a n n i n g p r o c e s s t a k i n g account of new 

developments. Such a C o u n c i l would i n v o l v e the Government, the Wales TUC 


/and the Wales CBI 
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and the Wales CBI, The Wales CBI had argued the case 

f o r a C o u n c i l f o r Wales* the TUC s u p p o r t e d t h e i r g e n e r a l approach, 

w h i l s t n a t u r a l l y d i s a g r e e i n g w i t h some a s p e c t s of t h e i r case. The 

Government s h o u l d g i v e very s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o t h i s p r o p o s a l . 

The Wales TUC had a l r e a d y t o l d the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e t h a t they were 

ready to work i n p a r t n e r s h i p . 


The S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r Wales s a i d t h a t t h e r e were always 

problems i n i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s i n g p l a n n i n g p r o c e s s e s . Mr. P a u l had 

spoken of a body to c a r r y the c o n f i d e n c e of the Welsh p e o p l e , but respon

s i b i l i t y f o r d e c i s i o n s must r e s t w i t h the Government. He had d e c i d e d 

to a b o l i s h the Welsh C o u n c i l which had become q u i t e i n e f f e c t i v e . I t 

c o u l d o n l y have c o n t i n u e d i f c o m p l e t e l y r e v i t a l i s e d . The Wales TUC 

and the Wales CBI had put i n p r o p o s a l s , and he would bear i n mind 

what had been s a i d . He p e r s o n a l l y found exchanges such as the p r e s e n t 

meeting of g r e a t v a l u e - not o n l y f o r the d i s c u s s i o n which took p l a c e , 

but f o r the work of p r e p a r a t i o n which helped to f o c u s M i n i s t e r s ' minds 

on the i n d i v i d u a l problems of Wales. 


D i s p e r s a l 

Mr. P a u l s a i d t h a t , at a meeting i n J u l y , the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e 


had spoken of M i n i s t r y of Defence d i s p e r s a l of 4,200 p o s t s , l e a d i n g 

e v e n t u a l l y to 7,000 j o b s i n Wales. The Wales TUC had been shocked to 

l e a r n , a few days l a t e r , t h a t t h i s programme had been suspended. They 

r e c o g n i s e d the i n i t i a l c o s t , but t h e r e were long-term b e n e f i t s , and he 

f i r m l y b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e r e would be no problem of a s s i m i l a t i n g t r a n s f e r r e d 

s t a f f i n the C a r d i f f area. Recent work at the U n i v e r s i t y of S t r a t h c l y d e 

had demonstrated the long-term economic and s o c i a l b e n e f i t s of d i s p e r s a l . 

He hoped the Government would look a g a i n at t h i s , and r e c o n s i d e r t h e i r 

d e c i s i o n . 


The S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r Wales s a i d t h a t , s p e a k i n g p e r s o n a l l y , 

he would have l i k e d t o see a move to C a r d i f f go through. But the 

i n i t i a l c o s t s o f the o v e r a l l d i s p e r s a l programme i n h e r i t e d from the 

p r e v i o u s Government would have been very h i g h , w i t h the economic 

r e t u r n s a l o n g time o f f . I t would be m i s l e a d i n g i f he i m p l i e d any 


/ l i k e l i h o o d 
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l i k e l i h o o d of r e v i e w or r e v e r s a l , g i v e n t h a t a d e c i s i o n had been 

taken. He would, however, ensure t h a t any f u t u r e o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r 

moving j o b s to Wales were t h o r o u g h l y examined, and put i n t o e f f e c t 

i f at a l  l p o s s i b l e . 


The meeting f i n i s h e d at 1230. 


29 October 1979 

c c :	 P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y t o the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r Wales 


" " " " C h a n c e l l o r of the Exchequer 

" " " S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r Employment 


" " S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r I n d u s t r y 

" " " " S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r Energy 

" " " S i r Robert Armstrong 
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