
lO D O W N I N G STREET 

From the Private Secretary 28 June 1979 

P o s s i b l e S t a t e V i s i t by P r e s i d e n t S u h a r t o I n d o n e s i a 


Thank you f o r y o u r l e t t e r o f 19 June i n w hich you conveyed 
the F o r e i g n and Commonweith S e c r e t a r y ' s recommendation t h a t 
t h e P a l a c e s h o u l d be a d v i s e d t h a t P r e s i d e n t S u h a r t o o f I n d o n e s i a 
s h o u l d be i n v i t e d to pay a S t a t e V i s i t to t h e UK from 
1 3 - 1 6 November t h i s y e a r . 

The Prime M i n i s t e r h a s s e e n y o u r l e t t e r and h a s n o t e d 

the background to L o r d C a r r i n g t o n ' s recommendation. The Prime 

M i n i s t e r h a s a s k e d , however, whether i t i s e s s e n t i a l to go ahead 

w i t h t h i s i n v i t a t i o n to P r e s i d e n t S u h a r t o b e f o r e t h e UN C o n f e r e n c e 

on r e f u g e e s w hich we hope w i l l t a k e p l a c e n e x t month and b e f o r e 


we know how t h e I n d o n e s i a n Government i s l i k e l y t o r e s p o n d to 

t h e p o s s i b l e w i s h o f t h e UN to p u r c h a s e from them an i s l a n d 

w h i ch c o u l d be u s e d as a s t a g i n g p o s t f o r V i e t n a m e s e r e f u g e e s . 

P r e s i d e n t S u h a r t o c o u l d be i n v i t e d to make the S t a t e V i s i t , o r 
n o t , i n t h e l i g h t o f developments on t h e s e f r o n t s . I s h o u l d be 
g r a t e f u l f o r f u r t h e r a d v i c e . 

I 
I am s e n d i n g a copy o f t h i s l e t t e r to M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t 


O f f i c e ) . 


J.S. W a l l , E s q . , 

F o r e i g n and Commonwealth O f f i c e . 


C O N F I D E N T I A L 




r^?ME MINISTER 

P o s s i b l e S t a t e V i s i t by P r e s i d e n t S u h a r t o of 


I ndones i a 


The FCO l e t t e r below conveys L o r d C a r r i n g t o n ' s 

recommendation t h a t the P a l a c e s h o u l d be a d v i s e d 

to i n v i t e P r e s i d e n t S u h a r t o to pay a £tate V i s i t 

from 13-16 November t h i s y e a r . 


The t i m i n g i s f a r from i d e a l . The v i s i t w i l l 

i n v o l v e you i n two s t a t e banquets and a No. 10 

d i n n e r , as w e l l as t a l k s , d u r i n g a p e r i o d o f 

c o n s i d e r a b l e P a r l i a m e n t a r y a c t i v i t y ( i n c l u d i n g the 

R h o d e s i a S a n c t i o n s O r d e r ) . Moreover, 

P r e s i d e n t T o l b e r t of L i b e r i a w i l l be p a y i n g an 

o f f i c i a l v i s i t i n the same month, but I have t o l d 

t h e FCO t h a t i t must not be too c l o s e to 

P r e s i d e n t S u h a r t o ' s . On b a l a n c e , however, s i n c e 

t h i s s l o t f o r a S t a t e V i s i t e x i s t s and i s bound 

to be g i v e n to somebody, I t h i n k i t would be 

d i f f i c u l t not to a c c e p t L o r d C a r r i n g t o n ' s 


*r(*r e c o m n e n d at Log  you c o n t e n t t h a t the P a l a c e 
s h o u l d be a d v i s e d as he s u g g e s t s ? 

25 June 1979 



