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TO IMMEDIATE S I N G A P O R E 

T E L E G R A M NUMBER 1 1 9 OF 2 9 MAY 1 9 7 9 

INFO IMMEDIATE WASHINGTON HONG KONG THE HAGUE (FOR S OF S ) 

M I P T : I N D O - C H I N E S E R E F U G E E S 

1 . FOLLOWING IS T E X T OF PR IME M I N I S T E R ' S MESSAGE TO MR L E E KUAN YEW 

B E G I N S 

DEAR P R I M E M I N I S T E R 

MY C O L L E A G U E S AND 1 ARE D E E P L Y WORRIED AT THE HUGE BURDEN THE 

V I E T N A M E S E GOVERNMENT ARE THROWING ON THE REST OF THE WORLD BY 
E X P O R T I N G T H E I R UNWANTED P O P U L A T I O N IN C O N D I T I O N S OF TOTAL M I S E R Y 

AND SOMETIMES D E A T H . THE F I G U R E S OF BOAT P E O P L E - NOW MOSTLY 

OF C H I N E S E RACE - WHO HAVE SOUGHT HAVENS IN NEARBY C O U N T R I E S 

ARE A P P A L L I N G . I AM P A R T I C U L A R L Y CONCERNED FOR HONG KONG WHERE THE 

P R E S S U R E OF NEW A R R I V A L S HAS AGGRAVATED THE S E R I O U S S I T U A T I O N C A U S E D 

BY L E G A L AND I L L E G A L IMMIGRATION FROM C H I N A . 

I HAVE L I T T L E DOUBT THAT THE FLOOD CF R E F U G E E S FROM V IETNAM W I L L 

C O N T I N U E , IF ONLY B E C A U S E THE V I E T N A M E S E SEEM DETERMINED TO PUSH 

OUT A L L T H E I R C H I N E S E . MANY CF T H E S E WILL TRY TO REACH HONG KONG. ' 

IN A D D I T I O N WE CAN E X P E C T B R I T I S H S H I P S TO RESCUE MORE OF T H E S E 

UNHAPPY P E O P L E AT S E A AND WE S H A L L WISH TO HONOUR OUR O B L I G A T I O N S 

TO SAVE L I V E S IN P E R I L . SOME C O U N T R I E S HAVE ALREADY T A K E N MANY 

R E F U G E E S . WE FOR OUR PART HAVE A C C E P T E D R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y FOR THE 

9 8 4 . N E V E R T H E L E S S THERE ARE C O U N T R I E S L I K E TAIWAN WHO HAVE 


ADAMANTLY R E F U S E D TO ADMIT T H E M , ALTHOUGH T H E S E C O U N T R I E S HAVE 


P L E N T Y OF S P A C E . \ 


I B E L I E V E YOU W I L L AGREE WITH MY VIEW THAT TAIWAN SHOULD SHARE 


THE WORLD BURDEN BY OPENING ITS DOORS TO AT L E A S T SOME OF THOSE 


OF C H I N E S E RACE WHO ARE B E I N G FORCED TO L E A V E A R E P R E S S I V E 


COMMUNIST COUNTRY L I K E V I E T N A M . THERE- IS A B R I T I S H S H I P NOW 


STANDING OFF A TAIWANESE P O R T , WITH N E A R L Y 3 0 2 R E F U G E S S ABOARD. 
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MOST OF THEM C H I L D R E N . AS YOU KNOW, WE HAVE NO O F F I C I A L 

R E L A T I O N S H I P WITH THE A U T H O R I T I E S T H E R E . IN T H I S S I T U A T I O N , WHICH 

GETS WORSE. E A C H DAY WITH THE EXODUS FROM V I E T N A M , I WOULD G R E A T L Y 

VALUE YOUR A D V I C E AND H E L P . 

WE ARE A P P E A L I N G P U B L I C L Y FOR TAIWAN TO SHOW THE HUMANITY A L R E A D Y 

EXTENDED BY MANY A S I A N NATIONS AND A C C E P T A F A I R PROPORTION OF 

R E F U G E E S . IT WOULD H E L P TO KNOW IF YOU HAVE AN O P E N I N G FOR 

RE I N F O R C E I N G T H I S WITH A P R I V A T E A P P E A L TO THE TAIWAN A U T H O R I T I E S 

TO RESPOND TO WORLD C O N C E R N . 

 WOULD WELCOME YOUR URGENT VIEWS AND ANY R E P R E S E N T A T I O N S TO 

TAIWAN YOU ARE A B L E TO M A K E . 

YOURS S I N C E R E L Y 

MARGARET THATCHER 

ENDS 

CARRINGTON 

F I L E S 

HK & GD 

UND 

SEAD 

FED 

SAD 

EID (E) 

PUSD 

OID 

IPD 

NEWS D 

MVD 


PS 
PS/LPS 
PS/MR HTJRD 
PS/MR BLAKER 
PS/PUS 
SIP A DUFF 
SIP A PARSONS 

MR CORTAZZI 

MR LEAHY 

MR MURRAY 


2 -
CONFIDENTIAL 


COPIES TO ' • 

EONG KONG GOVERNMENT OFFICE 


LONDON 

MP BURLEIGH 

HOME OFFICE 

QUEEN ANNE'S GATE • 


MR BIRT 

HOME OFFICE 

LUNAR HOUSE 

CROYDON / 


MR V McGSE FAO OIX1 


