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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 17 March 1980

I mentioned to you on the phone this morning that the
Prime Minister has some doubts about the new Advisory Group
on the future of health services and medical education in
London, foreshadowed in "Patients First". This was the subject
of Don Brereton's letter to me of 12 March.

The Prime Minister has asked why this new "Quango" is
‘necessary, and whether further advice is required. She would
hope that there is already sufficient knowledge and expert
advice on these matters available to the Government. She would
certainly wish to see a statement of the full costs likely to
be incurred in setting up and operating the Group before she
agrees that it should go ahead.

Given that the setting up of the Group has already been
forecast in "Patients First'", I realise that you will want to
settle the matter one way or another very quickly. It would be
helpful if you could let me have figures which I have requested
above in the course of this week.

I ém sending copies of this letter to Geoffrey Green
(Civil Service Department) and Murdo Maclean (Chief Whip's Office).

M. A. PATTISON

Bernie Merkel, Esq.,
Department of Health and Social Security.
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It was envisaged in "Patients First" that an(&ivisory Group) should be
established to help the Government reach decisions concerning the future
of health services and medical education in London. Following consulta-
tions with the Public Appointments Unit of the Civil Service Department
and the Office of the Chief Whip on a suitable Chairman for this Group,
my Secretary of State has considered that Sir John Habakkuk, the former
Vice Chancellor of Oxford University, is the best candidate for this
post: I enclose a brief CV. Preliminary soundings indicate that

Sir John would be able and willing to undertake the task.

I should be grateful if you could let me know whether the Prime Minister
is content for the Secretary of State to invite Sir John Habakkuk
formally to be the Chairman of this important Group.

I am copying this letter to Geoffrey Green in the Civil Service Depart-
ment and Murdo MacLean in the Chief Whip's Office.

Private Secretary
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With the Compliments of
the Private Secretary to
the Secretary of State

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SECURITY
Alexander Fleming House

Elephant and Castle

London, SEI 6BY
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