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PUBLIC OPINIOY BACKGROUND NOTE   93

The interviewinL, for our latest Gallup Itrackinc- study was
conducted in the period 25th to 30th Yovember. Most of the
interviews will have been completed after the Crosby
by-election but before the Chencellorls statement.

This particular backE-round note, in addition to the results
of our regular Gallup Itrackingl study, includes details of
some recent published polls.

I would particularly draw your attention to the results of
the MORI poll conducted for BBC Radio on attitudes to nuclear
weapons and the MORI poll onducted for BBC Panorama on
attitudes to aspects of trade union reform.

D. K. Britto

Enc.
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PUBLIC OPINION BACKGROUND NOTE 93
(produced 5th December 1981

1. Introduction

Gallup conducted the interviewing for our latest 'tracking' study in
the period 25th to 30th November. Most cf the interviewing will have
been conducted after the Crosby by-election, -

The survey found no significant change in the level of
support for the main parties when compared with the results of the previou-
'tracking' study conducted from 18th to 23rd November. The Social
Democrats continue to lead both the Conservative and Labour Parties
with 30% of the electorate claiming they will vote Social Democrat
(325 18/23 Nov) ar.d a further 151% (14% 18/23 Nov) Liberal. 255 of
the electorate claimed they would vote Conservative (255:18/23 Nov) and
26% Labour (26% 18/23 Nov). In early June (3/8th) 40% of the electorate
claimed they would vote Labour, 31% Conservative, 14% Liberal and 12,1-,5
Social Democrat. Support for both the Labour and Conservative parties

411has dropped as S.D. support has built up. The table below and the
attached graph shows details of the trend in support for the main parties
since early June.

110TING INTENTION

1979

(unprompted question)
(excluding don't knows)

CONLABLIBSOCIALOTHER LEAD

LIBERAL
SOCIAL DEMOCRAT




5
DEMOCRAT




70

May(GE) 43.936.9 13.8




5.5 +7.0 13.5
13/16 Junee 42.043.5 13.0




5.0 -9.0 13.0

1981






777-June 31.040.0 14.0 12.5 2.5 -9.0 26.3

40015 June/22 June

	

29.537.5

	

32.037.0
18.0

15.5

12.5

13.0

2.5

2.5

- 8.0**
-5.0

30.5

98.5

24/30 June 29.040.0 17.0 12.0 2.0 -11.0 29.0
1/6 July 30.530.5 14.0 13.0 3.0 -9.0 27.0
8/13July 30.040.5 14.5 12.0 3.0 -10.5** 26.5
15/20 July 29.036.0 16.0 17.0 9 .0 - 7.0 33.0
22/27 July 26.038.) 13.0 21.0 2.0 -12.0 ';4.0
29 July/3 Aug 25.540.0 11.5 20.5 2.5 -14.5 32.0
5/10 Aug 27.036.0 15.0 19.0 a. -9.0 33.0
12/17 Aug 28.0 13.0 19.0 1.5 -10.5** 32.0
19/24 Aug 29.034.0 17,0 15.0 2 .0 -5 0 35.0
26/31Aua 26.041.0 15.0 16.0 2 .0 -15.0 31.0
1/7 Sept 25.041.0 15.0 16.0 3.0 -16.0 31.0
9/14 Sept ;9.036.5 11.5 17.5 2.5




9 9.0
16/21Sept 25.036.5 16.0 19.0 9 -„).  D -11.5. 35.0
23/28Sept 24.533.5 16.5 24.0 1.5 -9.0 40.5
30 Sept/5 Oct 26.035.0 12.0 21.0 3.0 -12.0 33.0
7/12Oct 27.331.3 12.5 26.5




- 4.0 39.0
14/19 Oct 25.5 34.0 12.5 220 3.0 -5.5 34.5
21/25 Oct 29.5 95 .0 13.5 26.5 2.5 -1 .5"- 40.0
25Oct/9Nov 26.529.0 13.0 29.5 2.3




42.5
4/9 Nov 26.525.5 14.5 25.5 2.3




43.0
11/16Nov 26.520.0 15.0 27.0 2.5




42.0
15/23Nov 25.526.0 14.0 39.0 2.5 -0.5 46.0
25/30 Nov 25.026.5 15.5 30.0 3.0 -1.5 45.5

First Gallup post-Election survey





Published Polls
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As part of our /tracking' exercise, Gallup asked respondents ?If an
election were to take place tomorrow and the following candidates
were standing in your constituency, how woUld you vote? They found:-

11/16 Nov 18/23 Nov 25/30 Nov
1981 1951 1981

e e

Conservative
Labour
SDP/Liberal Alliance
Some other party

75,-
98

43
3-1-

/0

25




25

48

9

,.

As in the unprompted question, this prompted question found almost no
change in the level of support for the parties.

2. Government Record

For the third week running we found almost no change in the level of 410
approval for the record of the Government - 22% approved, 65% disapproved
and 14% did not answer. Details are shown below:-

GOVERNMENT RECORD

Approve Disapprove Donft know 


/0

1979
17718 June 34 41 25

1/7 September 23
9/14 September 26
16/21September 21
23/28 September 21
30 Sept/5 Oct 21
7/12 October 20
14/19 October 24
21/26 Oct 24
25 October/ 2 November 23
4/9 November 27
11/16 November ,),
,.,
18/23November:- 22
25/30 November 22

65 13
63 11
67 11
66 13
70 10
68 12
65 12
62 13
66 10
64 9
66 11

0 12
oD 14

•
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3. Po ularity of Political Leaders

The latest study found no change in the popularity of Mrs Thatcher
or Mr Foot and a slight decline in the popularity of Mr Steel. Details
are shown below:-

POPULARITY OF POLITICAL LEADERS

Mrs Thatcher 
 Mr FootMr Steel

1/7 September

014 September/21 September
93/28 September
30 Sept/ 5 oct
7/12 oct
14/19 Oct
21/ 26 oct
28 Oct/ 2 Nov
4/9 Nov
11/16 Nov

18/23 Nov

25/30 Nov

Sat.

%

28
32
27
28
27

26
31
33
29
32
28
29
29

Dis- Don't Is Is Don't Is Is
Not

%

Don't
sat

%
Know

e
/0

01
/0

Not
e
/0

Know
e
/0 %

Know
e
/0

67 5 99 52 19 63 18 19
62 6 28 54 18 56 21 9',
..„)
68 5 28 52 20 64 16 90
67 5 25 57 1 64 17 19
68 6 31 49 20 60 20 20
68 6 28 50 92 62 19 18
62 7 31 50 20 64 15 21
62 5 27 54 19 64 20 16
65 6 25 59 16 64 19 17
64 3 24 62 14 68 16 16
66 6 16 67 17 64 17 19
66 5 18 68 14 69 15 16
65 5 18 68 15 67 15 18

•

4. Published Polls

(a) MORI (BBC Radio - 1951 Reith Ledures)

As background for the 1981 Reith Lectures, MORI conducted for the BBC
between October 23rd and 29th a major study of attitudes to nuclear
weapons and nuclear disarmament. MORI found the British people are
opposed to unilateral nuclear disarmament,in favour of maintaining
our financial and mili'tary contribution to NATO, in favour of Br:_tain
having its own nuclear deterrent but opposed to allowincr American
nuclear weapons to be based in Britain. MORI asked 'I am going to

read out some suggestions people have made regarding defence policies
of this country. Please tell m:1- whether, on balance, you think
Britain should or should not do each one'.
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Britain Should or Should Not

Alliance  
Supporters

All 15-24 Con Lab

Be prepared to play
a military role in the
Middle East if British
interests are threatened

Should
Should not

Don't know

Develop a WestEuropean
Defence policy independent
-of Ameri8an

55

29
10

49
^9
,).

19

Supporters Supporters
/0

69
 19

12

48
34

18

Should 52 46 48 50
Should not 31 34 38 29
Don't know 17 20 13 21

Have its own nuclear deterrent
inde endent of America




Should 52 48 58 45
Should not 37 44 32 42
Don't know 11 8 10 13

,-





Reduce ex enditureen-defence





Should 32 44 17 44
Should not 62 49 81 47
Don't know 6 6 3 9

Allow America nuclear weapons
to be based in Britain





Should 31 24 '7
D- 20
Should not 59 67 36 72
Don't know 9 8 11 9

Get rid of all nuclear
weapons in Britain,even if
other countries keetheirs





Should 23 29 9 35
Should not 69 62 86 56
Don't know 8 9 5 9

55
30
15

5841029
13

51
39
10

33
62
5

29
63
8•

23

69

,

55% of respondents wanted Britain toibe prepared to play a military
role in the Middle East if British interests are threatened'. 29% thought
we should notEt involved and 10% did not have a view. Just over half
(52%) thought Britain should 'develop a West European defence policy
independent of America' - 315 thought we should not and 17% did not
have a view. 52% thought Britain should 'have its own nuclear deterrent
independent of America', 377=; thought we should not have an independent
nuclear deterrent and 115 did not have a view. Among the 15-24 aae (Troup
MORI found 455 in favour of an independent nuclear deterrent for Britain,
445 against and ST,not having a view. 55% of Conservative supporters
claimed to be in favour of a British nuclear deterrent (325 ao-ainst), 4STI,
of Labour supporters were in favour (425 against) and 57;"j of Alliance
supporters claimed to be in favour (39'5against).
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62% of the electorate (including 81% of Conservatives, 47% of Labour
supporters and 62% of Alliance supporters) were against any reduction
in expenditure on defence.

59% of the electorate were against allowing American nuclear weapons
to be based in Britain, 31% claimed to be in favour of the idea and
9% did not have a view.

52% of Conservative supporters thought we should allow American nuclear
weapons to be based in Britain (36%were against the idea), 72% of Labour
supporters and 63% of Alliance supporters claimed to be against the idea
of basing American nuclear weapons in Britain (20% of Labour supporters
and 29% of Alliance supporters in favour of the idea).

Among the 15-24 age group 67% claimed to be against the idea of American
nuclear weapons in Britain, 24% were in favour.

IIIMORI found only 23% of respondents in favour of unilateral disarmament
for Britain, they found 69% against the idea Even amoncr the 15-24

age group 62% were against the idea of unilateral nuclear disarmament.
Among Conservative supporters, MORI found 86% against the idea, 9%
in favour, among Labour supporters 56% against and 35% in favour and
anong Alliance supporters 69% against (23% in favour).

MORI asked respondents 'As you may know, Britain is a member of NATO that
means that it shar-'.:::sa defence policy with America and its Western A-flies.
Which of the following most nearly describes your own views of British
membership of NATO'. They found 8% thought 'Britain's financial
and military contribution to NATO should be increased; 52% 'Britain's
financial and military contribution to NATO should be maintained at
its present level', 18% 'Britain's financial and military contribution
to NATO should be reduced and 9% 'Britain should withdraw from NATO
completely'.

MORI also asked 'Do you think the fact that Britain itself has nuclear
wea2ons increases or decreases the risk of a nuclear attack on this
country'. 33% thought they increased the risk, 35% decreased, 25% had
no effect and 6% did not have a view.

(b) MORI BBC Panor-ama 30th November)

MORI conducted on 2h November for the Panorama programme a study
of attitudes to trade unions and various aspects of trade union
reform. MORI asked whether respondents agreed or disagreed with
a range of statements about trade unions. They found:-

(please see next page for table)



AGREE/DISAGREE

Everyone who works should
have to beloncr to a trade union-

Agree
Disagree
Neither/don't know

Trade Unions have too much power
in Britain today

All

--7

/0

30

58

12

Trade UnionistsNon-Trade

45

43

11

UnioniS

22

66

11

Agree 69 -g
„),, 75
Disagree 22 31 17

Neither/don't know 9 lo 7

Trade Unions are essential to
rotect workers' interests




Agree 73 85 66

Disagree 15 5 20  A&
Neither/don't know 12 9 13 up

. The Trade 'Unions closed shop
is a threat to individual libert




Ac-ree 67 63 70
Disagree 18 27 14

Neither/don't know 15 13 1 6

Bad manaccement is more to blame
than trade unions for Britain's
economic roblems today





Agree 43 55 18

Disagree 26 16 30
Neither/Don't know 32 29 32

Most Trade Unions are controlled
ba few extremists and militants





Agree
Disagree

60

22

55

29

63

18

Neither/don't know 18 15 19 IF

MORI found 58% of respondents disagreed with the idea that 'everyone
who works should have to belong to a trade union' - 30% agreed and
12% did not have a view. 45% of trade unionists, 22% of non-trade

%
of non-trade unionists disagreed,

MORI found 69% of respori:lents agreed that 'trade unions have too much
power in Britain today' - 22% agreed and 9% did not have a view. 58%
of trade unionists and 75% of non-trade unionists agreed.

73% agreed that 'trade unions are essential to protect workers interests'
67% agreed that 'the trade union closed shop is a threat to individual
liberty)(This inluded 60% of trade unionists and 70% of non-trade
unioniStsl. 43% agreed that 'bad management is more to blame than
trade unions for Britain's economic problems today' - 265 disagreed
and 32% did not have a view.

MORI found 60% of the electorete agreed with the idea that 'most trade
unions are controlled by a few extremists and militants' - 22% disagreed
and 155 did not have a view. Among trade unionists, 55;7'c agreed, 295
disagreed and 155 did not have a view. Among non-tre,de unionists 63%
agreed, 1 disarrreed and 195 did not have a view.

In addition to th se questions, MORI also included a range of questions
on attitudes to various proposals for the reform of trade unions.
They asked 'Here are some suo-crestions for changing the law on trade
unions. Could you tell me to what extent you ac,ree or disagree with
each one?'
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AGREE DISAGREE

	

All Trade Unionists Non-Trade Uniornk

There should be regular secret
/0

ballots of the workers concerned
as to whether an existing closed
sho should continue or not

Agree 79 77 81

Disagree 11 15 9

	

Neither/don't know 10 8 10

Un ions should have to pay
substantial compensation (which
could be over £20,000) to workers
sacked for refusing to join a closed
shop which has not been voted for40by at least 80 of the workforce

Agree 60 54 62

DiSagree 23 33 20

Neither/don't know 16 13 16

A company should be able to sue a
union for compensation if it loses
money because of strike action called
over a dispute which has nothing to
do with the company - such as sympathy
strikes or ,olitical strikes

Agree 70 61 ' 74

Disagree 17 25 14

	

Neither/don't know 13 14 12

A union should pay compensation to
companies which lose money through
unlawful picketing or 'blacking' by
union members which the union does
not re udiate

Agree 66 60 68

Disagree 18 25 16

	

Neither/don't know 15 13 16

Contracts which insist that
a contractor uses only union
labour in carrying out the work
should not be allowed

Agree 49 48 49

Disagree , 32 39 29

	

Neither/don't know 18 12 21

No strikes to be called without
postal ballot of workers, to be
paid for by the crovernment

Agree 65 68 63

Disagree 18 2o 16

	

Neither/don't know 15 12 20

Companies should be allowed to
sack employees they regard as
union troublemakers

Agree 5i 45 63
Disagree 30 44 22

	

Neither/don't know 13 10 14
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All Trade Unionists Non-Trade Unionist's
— 7—

/0 /0

Companies should be able to sue
unions which have broken afa.reements




Agree




70 79
Disagree




12 19




Neither/don't know 12 11




Would you agree or disagree with
unions taking industrial action to
protest against the recent government
ro osals on trade union laws?




Agree ,.:,,,, 45 28
Disagree 43 36 46
Neither/don't know 23 18 25

MORI found 79% of respondents agreed with the view 'there should be  0
regular secret ballots of the workers concerned as to whether an
existing closed shop should continue or not' - 77% of trade unionists
also agreed as did 81% of non-trade unionists.

60% of respondents agreed with the proposal that 'unions should have to
pay substantial compensation (which could be over £20,000) to workers
sacked for refusing to join a closed shop which has not been voted for
by at least 80% of the workforce' 23% disagreed with the idea. Among
trade-unionists 54% agreed with the idea and 33% disagreed.

70% of respondents (includino- 61% of trade unionists and 74% of non-trade
unionists) agreed with the idea that 'a company should be able to sue
a union for compensation if it loses money because of strike action
called over a dispute which has nothing to do with the company - such
as sympathy strikes or political strikes'.

66% of respondents (including 60% of trade unionists and 68% of non-trade
unionists) agreed with the idea that 'a union should pay compensatio
to companies which lose money through unlawful picketing or Iblackir
by union members which the union does notrepudiate'.

49% of respondents (including 48% of trade unionists and 49% of non-trade
unionists) agreed with the idea that 'contracts which insist that
a contractor uses only union labour in carrying out the work should not
be allowed' 32% disagreed, including 395 of trade unionists and,_29%
of non-trade unionists.

On the question of postal ballots, 65% agreed with the idea that,
'no strikes should be called without a postal ballot of workers, to be
paid for by the government'. This included 685 of trade unionists
and 63 % of non-trade unionists. Only 18% of the electorate (20%
of trade unionists and 16% of non-trade unionists) disagreed.

j/ or respondents (45% of trade unionists and 63% of non-trade unionists)
agreed that 'companies should be allowed to sack employees th,=;y regard
as union troublemakers'.

76% of respondents (70% of trade unionists and 79% of non-trade unionists)
agreed that 'companies should be able to sue unions :,hich have broken
agreements'.
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43% of respondents disagreed with the view that unions should take
industrial action to protest against the recent government proposals
on union laws. Among trade unionists 45% wanted industrial action

	

to protest against the legislation and 33 did not want such protests.

(c) 0 inion Research and Communication Guardian 30th November 1931)

The results of an ORAC poll on attitudes towards young employment was
published in the Guardian on 30th November 1981. The survey looked
at attitudes among:-

the electorate
a 'booster' sample of 223 young people between 16 and 20, 25%
of whom were jobless and looking for work.
112 MF's - 62 Conservative and 50 Labour
100 trade union leaders, drawn from 18 unions.

Details of the main findings are shown below:-

IN ao  do yau-think has tili major 'ris-rj.6nsibili4,-fircicfng., seirteiuni
abeLt unemployed young perpte? (more than one answer ac centecti-

-

Main 18-24 - 15.20 Ai! As Con La.b
sample grcup sconoie - '

Base 	 101D 148 2...%^:,' :12 tia 50
Government 	 72 6S 71 S9 54 96
Local/Educatinn
authorities   9 9 ' - 13 10 II'. 9
Ccm...-nerce; industry 9 8 • 4 30 :+9 11
Trade unions   a 5 . 4 11 19 9
The young tC.emse:ves 	 8 9 12 10 16 2
Other ans;vers.   5 3 1 13 24 4
Dr,nt .kncw no ar_swer 3 8 8 — — —

(This question .,,va.s not asked of the U-ade union resporAems)

Do you thinic this is a problem on which it would be pr,myer for
c,entral govarnm,ont to s-,7,end large sums af money to deal wich it?

	

:Main 10-24 16-22 AnY_Ps Goa Lsb TI:s
,. 	 m 71 82 ,82 73 14 95
No - 	 19.-..-, ....., 12 12 19 2 3
Don't 1,-now,'
no arsw s r   . 7 7 er 8 4 9

Do ycu toin' its 7.zo to the Oove=ent alone to Ir_d an saswe.r to I
tioc or do you thin.k the union.s h-aveSanterel-spons.3
to Celp

sacs
t

c:_as3 7,
-

	

n 1-1.029 D7, TT;

	

1513a3 9"?. 1,7,1
272913a7

5362 ,.)

7 11 la 1 971
Dpn't
co answer 	



10/93/KB

,

• ,- - bd.-.. ,

, DO you eirree or aisnieree -settle-the idea that sehoo1- sr..vers stre,d1c1.
. t-rave LO to two years' training to give then: the sie...Es.. and crar'is
i tcr iniJstry7 .

i Scic-.2.1 class (main asaple )

1

' Agree1...........- ..... ..
I Disagree-'
I Don't know- 


	 11315
Main

-81-
-.14

.5.
-

15 -24
- 148
-7-'7'3"
'  .16, -

. g
-_

15-20-
;,-.=

76.
Is

6

A:5
155

-..:i.
. 12

T.,_ 5 :

Cl
r...s

.-773
19

' - 6

.-
219

A 82
14

4

-Dr.,
.,.--299
' .  81 -

13- -
5

.Li
, 100

SS
6
6

--

Would you still a-se irtney. were paid a lower rate than the
r..ormal ra te for ordinarv-unfonised labour?




Maim'  13-24 16-20 AB - Cl




DE TU




5.5. 52 45 63 55 54 51 49
.

Dic zree 261".-_ 25 32 19 24 29 27 49

Dc.n't know......




23 22 17 21 13 212 9

Various solutions have been ;put forward,- I am going to read you a
list of ideas and would like you to say whether you favour each one
cr not. .
Reintroduction of conscription; whereby 18-year-olds would serve one
or two years in the armed services.




Main 18-24 16-20 All AM's Con Lab TUs

Base 	 1015 143 _223 •__, 112 62, 50 -- - 100
In favour 	 59 41 32 '.' 14  24 -:2 '9.

Not LI favour 33 51 -62




S3 76_. 91 .3.3'

Don't know 	 ' 5 7 6




3




6,.. - -3

lntrodaction of national service for young people so that :hey spend

year or two years in the armed forces. eernmerco or isdustrv.

Main 15-24 1,3-20 ..\-1 Con o  TUe

Base 	 1015 143 223 112 62 50 100

In favour 	 70 63 52 35 52 13 17

Not in favour 
 25 31 40 57 45 74




Don't ;mow 	 3 6 5 S3 13 3

The riots and disturbances durtng the-summer at.Toxtetn, Br-xton,
Nlanchester and other places were - great shock to most people.
What do y*Pu think were the cause3 of these incidents?
(More Ihan one arswer 2,2r.eatedt.




Ms .ht 15 -24 2;,4 45 —
ase  1-5




148 346 511
Unerholc,.-men, 43 38 53




Boredc rn / boredom arn.dng youfh '.,5 24 24




aace prejudice rac e reia-ons IL 13 12




Rioters;the :Lids themselves!
trouhrnakers 10 13 7 11

Police harassimer-t,'poor police
relaticns




20




7
BadHoustr-g,livir.gcorldit:or.3 10 13 12




.":"-,.r_stdeorganisers/political
agitators 9 5 10 11

r-ao's of parental control 	
irr.migrar.ts concentration of

:min:grantsinareas etc.

9


9

4

6 i




Tr-as:rat:onfeel:ngsofinjustice 5 11 10




Lac:: 6 1 6
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