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DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT
2 MARSHAM STREET LONDON SWI1P 3EB
01-212 3434

My ref:
Your ref:

1 September 1979

J G M HART Esq

Honaary Secretary

Committee of Home Rugby Unions

c/o East India Sports, Public Schools
and Devonshire Club |

16 St James' Square

London SW1

E@Q? M Na e |

I am writing to you about the invitation the Home Rugby Unions
have extended to the South African Barbarians Club to tour here

in October.

I recognise that progress has been made over recent years,
particularly in certain sports, in South Africa towards
non-racialism. I note that the Barbarians team is reportedly
to be a mixed one.

But this country has obligations under the Gleneagles Agreement,
a copy of which I enclose. The Foreign and Commonwealth
Secretary stated in Parliament on 19 June that the Government
accepts this agreement.

Your own invitation must therefore be viewed in this light.

I value the independence of our sports bodies. They have a
right to order their own affairs. But I believe that they should
consider their wider responsibilities too.

In the light of the Gleneagles Agreement I would ask you to
reconsider your invitation to the South African Barbarians

Clubtk

I am sending copies of this letter to the Presidents of the
Home Rugby Unions and to the Chairmen of the Sports Councils.

\-\(BO(& Qe @

%TOR MONRO

(Agreed by Mr Monro and
signed in his absence)
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