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REVIEW OF QUANGOS 


I s h a l l he r e p o r t i n g b e f o r e 7 June on my p r o p o s a l s f o r r e d u c i n g the 

number of Quangos i n my Department's f i e l d . I have a l r e a d y found, 

however, as I expect c o l l e a g u e s have t o o , t h a t many of the Quangos 

are s e t up under A c t of P a r l i a m e n t and c o u l d o n l y be a b o l i s h e d i n 

the same way. T h i s r a i s e s the q u e s t i o n how to p r o v i d e f o r t h e i r 

d i s s o l u t i o n w i t h the l e a s t e x p e n d i t u r e of P a r l i a m e n t time, the 

minimum of c o n t r o v e r s y and the maximum impact. 


There seems to me to be t h r e e t h e o r e t i c a l p o s s i b i l i t i e s . Departmental 

p r i m a r y l e g i s l a t i o n , a b o l i s h i n g Quangos one a t a time, i s the worst 

o p t i o n , t a k i n g a g r e a t d e a l of time and maximising the c o n t r o v e r s y 

over each a b o l i t i o n . A s i n g l e machinery of Government B i l l  , making 

piecemeal p r o v i s i o n f o r every Quango to be a b o l i s h e d , i s b e t t e r but 

would be very l a r g e and time-consuming. I would t h e r e f o r e f a v o u r the 

b o l d course of a s h o r t B i l  l which s i m p l y c o n f e r r e d on M i n i s t e r s of 

the Crown a power to make Orders a b o l i s h i n g the Quangos i n t h e i r 

f i e l d s . The b o d i e s covered by the power would need to be comprehen­

s i v e l y l i s t e d , and there would need to be e n a b l i n g powers to cover 

the c o n s e q u e n t i a l p r o v i s i o n s t h a t might be needed i n p a r t i c u l a r 

c ases. I hope we can adopt t h i s method. 


I am sending c o p i e s of t h i s minute to the other members of the 

C a b i n e t , S i r Ian B a n c r o f t and S i r John Hunt. 
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