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1. Introduction

Gallup conducted the interviewing for our latest 'tracking' study from 27th October
to 1st November. Compared with the results of the previous published Gallup survey
(conducted 20/25 October) they found a very sharp increase in Conservative support -
up from 40%% to 48% - not far short of the peak reached during the Falklands crisis.
Labour support over the same period increased very slightly - up from 29% to 31%.
The combined level of Liberal and Social Democrat support fell from 27% to 19'4% -
Liberal support is down from 12% to 81/2% and Social Democrat support from 1E% to 12%.
Details of the latest results and the trend since the start of the year are shown in
the tableon the following page:-
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Government Record

The latest study found a continuation of the upward trend of approval for therecord of the Government - 42% approved cf our record to date, 45% disapprovedand :3% di d not have a view. This can be compared with the position at the startof the year when 23% approved of cur record, 41% disapproved, and 127: did not have aview.
Details of the trend since the start of the year are shclwn in the table below:-
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3. Popularity of Political Leader

This latest Gallup study found a further slight improvement in the popularity of
the ?rime Minister - 48% claimed to be satisfied with her record, 48% dissatisfied
and 4% did not have a view. This compares very favourably to the situation at thestart of 1982 when only 30% claimed to be satisfied with Mrs Thatcher as ?rime
Minister, 3E% dissatisfied and 5% did not have a view. Mr Foot's pcpu1arity remained
unchanged in the latest study - 20% thought he is a good leader of the Labour Party,56% he is not a good leader and 14% did nct have a view. Mr Steel's popularity
remained almost unchanged - 57% thought he is a good leader of the Liberals, 24%
that he is not a good leader and 18% did not have a view.

Details of the trend of approval/disapproval fcr the leaders of the three main paritesare given below:-
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4. Published Polls

MORI (Daily Star 3rd November 1982)

The Daily Star on 3rd November included details of a MORI poll conducted from
October 21st to 26th. The survey found 43% claiming they would vote Conservative,
32% Labour and 23% for the Alliance Parties.

Gallu (Sunda Tele ra h 7th November 1982)

The Sunday Telegraph on 7th November included details of a Gallup poll conducted
from 27th October to 1st November on attitudes to America in Great Britain.

Gallup asked 'Is it your impression that Britain and America have been drawing closer
together recently or getting further apart?' They found:-

	

Oct June

1982 1982

Drawing closer together 20 50

Getting further apart 53 23

No change 19 21

Don't know 8 6

They also asked 'How much confidence do you have in the ability of the United States
to deal wisely with present world problems - very great, considerable, little, a very
little?' Only 3% claimed to have 'very great' confidence in U.S. ability to deal with
world problems, 22% 'considerable' confidence, 31% 'little' confidence, 25% 'very
little' confidence, 13% no confidence and 5% did not have a view.

When Gallup asked about Mr Reagan they found 23% saw him as a good President of the

United States, 60% as not being a good President and 17% did not have a view. This41110compares with the situation in August 1981 when 37% of the electorate saw him as a
good President, 38% a bad President and 25% did not have a view.


