
CONFIDENTIAL 


PRIME MINISTER 


STRIKERS AND SUPPLET1ENTARY BENEFIT 


I agree w i t h Jim P r i o r that the question of t i m i n g i n r e l a t i o n to 

the announcement of these proposals needs t o be discussed at 

Cabinet. More im p o r t a n t l y , however, while the general i s s u e s 

r a i s e d i n K e i t h Joseph's minute of 28 November have, of course, 

been discussed at E(EA), I nevertheless f e e l s t r o n g l y t h a t 

Cabinet should consider them. 


I am very concerned that the proposals of the ad hoc group 

w i l l provide the unions w i t h an i r r e s i s t i b l e argument to a t t r a c t 

members. 


I f you are i n v o l v e d i n a s t r i k e - whether or not of your own 
c r e a t i o n - you w i l l l ose the f i r s t £10 of Supplementary B e n e f i t 
so why not pay the union dues as an insurance premium and l e t 
the unions stand behind you? 
I am copying t h i s t o Cabinet c o l l e a g u e s , Norman Fowler, Michael 

J o p l i n g and S i r Robert Armstrong. 
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