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NOTE FOR THE RECORD 


PRIME MINISTER'S CONVERSATIONS AT A QUADRIPARTITE BREAKFAST AT THE 

FRENCH EMBASSY, TOKYO, ON 29 JUNE 19 79 AND DURING THE PRIME MINISTER'S 

SUBSEQUENT CAR JOURNEY TO THE AKASAKA PALACE, TOKYO, WITH PRESIDENT 

CARTER 


On the morning of 29 June, the Prime M i n i s t e r attended a 


q u a d r i p a r t i t e b r e a k f a s t ( w i t h P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d , P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r 


and C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt) at the F r e n c h Embassy i n Tokyo and 


s u b s e q u e n t l y t r a v e l l e d w i t h P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r from the Embassy t o the 


Akasaka P a l a c e f o r the T h i r d S e s s i o n of the Economic Summit. The 


f o l l o w i n g i s a summary of some of the p o i n t s which arose d u r i n g 


these c o n v e r s a t i o n s . 


M i d d l e E a s t 


P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r s a i d t h a t he had been s u r p r i s e d by the s t r e n g t h 


of the Saudi A r a b i a n r e a c t i o n t o Camp Dav i d . E a r l i e r c o n t a c t s w i t h 


the Saudis had c o n v i n c e d him t h a t they would a c q u i e s c e i n the Camp 


David Agreements. The US had put much e f f o r t i n t o m a i n t a i n i n g c l o s e 


l i n k s w i t h the Saudis and i n a s s i s t i n g them i n the defence and 


i n t e l l i g e n c e f i e l d s . P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r was deeply p e s s i m i s t i c about 


f u t u r e r e l a t i o n s w i t k between the consumer c o u n t r i e s and OPEC and 


about the p o s s i b i l i t y o f OPEC b l a c k m a i l . OPEC had, f o r example, 


t o l d Premier C l a r k t h a t they would withdraw a l l t h e i r d e p o s i t s from 


Canada i f the Canadian Government t r a n s f e r r e d t h e i r Embassy i n 


I s r a e l from T e l A v i v t o J e r u s a l e m . I n the f a c e of t h i s t h r e a t , 


Mr. C l a r k had abandoned h i s i n t e n t i o n of d o i n g so. 


P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r had emphasised t o Mr. Brezhnev, a t the V i e n n a 


Summit, t h a t the US had a p a r t i c u l a r and c o n t i n u i n g i n t e r e s t i n 


the M i d d l e E a s t and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , i n the G u l f r e g i o n . 


/ P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d 
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P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d r e v e a l e d t h a t he had r e f u s e d t o see 


C o l o n e l G h a d a f f i when the l a t t e r had informed him, a t 24 hours' 


n o t i c e , t h a t he wished t o v i s i t P a r i s . 


A l l those p r e s e n t a t the q u a d r i p a r t i t e b r e a k f a s t had expressed 


concern over the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t Saudi A r a b i a and the G u l f S t a t e s 


would d e c i d e t o reduce t h e i r o i l p r o d u c t i o n t o a l e v e l s u f f i c i e n t 


to meet t h e i r own needs. 


P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r s a i d t h a t Saudi A r a b i a had urged the U n i t e d 


S t a t e s t o take t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y of p u l l i n g out of the Camp D a v i d 


p r o c e s s : P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d had p r e d i c t e d t h a t Sadat would p r o b a b l y 


do t h a t i n any case. 


SALT and East/West R e l a t i o n s 


P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r had c l e a r l y been v e r y p l e a s e d w i t h the 


atmosphere o f h i s Summit t a l k s i n V i e n n a w i t h P r e s i d e n t Brezhnev. 


He s a i d t h a t the S o v i e t Union had done v i r t u a l l y e v e r y t h i n g asked 


of them; the C h i e f s of S t a f f of the two s i d e s , f o r example, had 


met f o r the f i r s t time s i n c e Mr. Eisenhower's P r e s i d e n c y . 


P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r t o l d the Prime M i n i s t e r t h a t the S o v i e t Union 


c l e a r l y wished f o r the maximum p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n SALT I I I , i n c l u d i n g 


C h i n a . P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r had co n f i r m e d t h a t a SS20 m i s s i l e , w i t h 


two s t a g e s and o n l y one warhead, c o u l d reach the US from the S o v i e t 


Union. P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r t o l d the Prime M i n i s t e r t h a t the S o v i e t 


Union was prepared t o reduce i t s p r o d u c t i o n of the B a c k f i r e bomber 


to 30 per y e a r . 


/ On MBER, 
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On MBFR, P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r had expr e s s e d puzzlement .fco"'the 


reasons f o r the p r e s e n t deadlock and had i n d i c a t e d t h a t i t was up 


to the Europeans t o take the l e a d . The R u s s i a n s , f o r t h e i r p a r t , 


were g i v i n g the i m p r e s s i o n t h a t t h e r e c o u l d be no n e g o t i a t i o n s on 


SALT I I I u n t i l SALT I I had been r a t i f i e d by the US Congress. 


P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r t o l d the Prime M i n i s t e r t h a t Brezhnev wished 


to n e g o t i a t e an agreement on "submarine havens". He d i d not e l a b o r a t e 


but the Prime M i n i s t e r had the i m p r e s s i o n t h a t n e g o t i a t i o n s on t h i s 


matter were l i k e l y t o b e g i n , i f they had not a l r e a d y done so. 


I r a n 


P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r acknowledged t h a t he had sen t US G e n e r a l s 


t o I r a n d u r i n g the p e r i o d i m m e d i a t e l y p r i o r t o the f a l l of the Shah 

not 


but t o l d the Prime M i n i s t e r t h a t the purpose o f t h e i r m i s s i o n had/been 


(as Mr. Lee Kuan Yew had a l l e g e d t o the Prime M i n i s t e r on another 


o c c a s i o n ) t o persuade them t o withdraw t h e i r s u p p o r t from the Shah; 


they had, on the c o n t r a r y , t r i e d to s t i f f e n them. The Shah h i m s e l f , 


however, had l o s t h i s nerve and h i s w i l l and had been determined to 


a b d i c a t e . 


CTB 


In a s h o r t d i s c u s s i o n o f CTB and the problem o f the N a t i o n a l 


S e i s m i c S t a t i o n s , the Prime M i n i s t e r had t o l d P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r t h a t 


the S o v i e t p r o p o s a l t h a t the UK s h o u l d accept 10 NSSs was q u i t e 


f u t i l e . When P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r asked her whether the UK c o u l d a c c e p t 


4 or 5 S t a t i o n s , the Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t t h i s would s t i l l be 


too many. 


30 June 1979 



